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PUBLISHER’S
MESSAGE
BROADER HORIZONS!

I

n this summer issue our intrepid west coast contact, Royce
Rumsey tags along with the inimitable Magnus Walker,
the celebrated “Urban Outlaw” as he takes us for a ride—
and it’s a ride with a difference! Long associated with custom
Porsches, Magnus branches out here and tries on a honkin’
full-sized, big Mercedes sedan. Built by the folks at MercedesBenz Classic in Irvine, California as a factory “tribute” to the
impressive tin-top racers of the early seventies, “Die Silber
Sau” is an impressive beast and Magnus seems to have enjoyed
taming it. The entire expedition to stretch the car’s legs was
put together as a promotional film back at the beginning
of this year and “our Royce” was invited along as a featured
photographer to document the outing. I’m sure you’ll like
Royce’s fabulous photos of the event along with his running
commentary! Read all about it on page 30.
PLEASE DO TELL ON US SOME MORE!
I’m still unapologetically appealing to all our readers and
advertisers and anyone else who comes across us to please
subscribe and pass on the link to our magazine! Moto/ology-ists
arise! Tell your friends, tell your enemies, tell your wives and
girlfriends and husbands and boyfriends, (but not when they’re
all in the same room!), tell your workmates, tell your associates,
tell anyone and everyone that you can think of to please check
us out and sign up for a subscription! Let me stress once again,
subscriptions are FREE! Once we reach the numbers needed to
bring our ad revenues into line, we’ll actually be able to pay our
poor, beleaguered contributors thus enticing them into writing
and showing even more interesting, unique and unusual stories
of “moto/ological” accomplishment. So please, help us as much
as you can!
On the COVID-front, (and I know this is sounding more
and more like a broken record), things are slowly, maybe
cautiously opening up in the U.S. as restrictions and maskwearing requirements cease in many areas and the stores, bars,
restaurants, golf courses, etc. all start to open up. I have a friend
SUMMER 2021
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Note from the Publisher

Doug Switzer,

Moto|ology Publisher

in the UK who tells me the pubs are now open and things
are also cautiously opening up over there as well. Some travel
restrictions have been lifted and long-shelved holiday plans are
now getting back into people’s minds.
Vaccination programs are progressing well in most places,
some notable exceptions being India and curiously, Japan. They
both have suffered serious outbreaks and although the logistics
and sheer population and distances make the situation in India
dire, it is somewhat understandable given those conditions.
What I find more surprising is the critical situation in Japan.
It’s a more compact country with a very efficient infrastructure,
yet apparently, they’re struggling. I guess it just highlights the
unpredictable nature of the disease and its behaviour.
Much is being ballyhooed by the Canadian federal and
provincial governments about the wonderful strides being made
in the rate of vaccinations, but the truth isn’t quite as rosey as
our politicians and so-called “experts” would have us believe.
There’s a lot of chat about over half the Canadian population
being vaccinated and a big “ramp-up” in vaccinations is on the
way. While this may be true, it doesn’t paint quite that accurate
a picture. While it may be true (at the time of writing) that 52%
of the Canadian population has been vaccinated, to be accurate,
that is only with one dose. Less than 5% of the Canadian
population has been fully vaccinated. When comparing Canada
with other regions and countries we aren’t exactly the leaders
of the pack. California, a region with a similar population, has
given over 55% of their citizens one dose and over 42% are fully
vaccinated. Granted California is physically smaller and is much
more friendly logistically than the vastness of Canada, but the
impression remains that our governments here in Canada have
missed the mark.
All we can do now is wait and hope things do pick up. I
must admit my faith in our “leaders” and so-called experts is
wearing a bit thin. A friend said I have to cut them some slack
as everyone was caught off guard by this thing and they’re all
learning things as we go along. But if that is the case, these folks
should stop being called “experts” because if they are learning

5

In another interesting vein, I saw
an article the other day describing
how someone had installed a great,
thumping LS6 V8 in a Tesla and
proclaimed “combustion escaped the
cylinders”! It made me smile. I mean
the absurdity of it all! Take that Elon
and all you so-called “greenies” -heh
heh! Well done!
Now, don’t get me wrong, I find
electric vehicles fascinating and they
are no doubt the wave of the future, at
least until they are replaced by Star Trek
transporters. That said, I have to admire
anyone willing to take up the challenge
and as some would say, make that giant
leap backwards just because you can...
well that’s the essence of individualism!
What a project!
The chap doing this is supposedly
going to take his frankensteined
machine to the drags and run it, maybe
even against a normal, old hum-drum
electric Tesla. That may be a chuckle
to say the least. I’ll be watching with
interest!
Once again that’s about it for now...
please check out this issue and don’t
forget to send in your comments and
suggestions. We’re always in need of
your opinions, both good and bad, so
please don’t be afraid to let us know
your thoughts!
Keep patient and remember your
manners in these trying times, Stay safe
and thank-you for your readership.
Doug Switzer, Publisher
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SORT OF RELEVANT THINGS.
Motor-driven News and Announcements

H

ere’s some more interesting and enlightening announcements from our friends
and fellow-“moto-folk” about the latest and maybe not-so-new happenings in
the newsy-side of the motor-driven world. These are from press releases that
have been sent to us and news articles that we’ve gleaned from the general media. If you
have or know of anything or anyone that would appreciate having their items published
here in Moto/ology, please send along the info to us – as always, we’d love to hear from you.
Send all material to: editor@motoology.com
Photos courtesy WinGD

about this disease “as we go...” they are
in fact no more “expert” than the next
person. I would rather suggest the ones
with the most expertise are the frontline
workers—the hospital workers and
medical staff along with the nurses and
doctors that are actually in the trenches.
When they tell us to stay home and/or
social distance or wear a mask, they’re
speaking from experience, not opinion.
I, for one, will try to follow their advice
as much as possible until this thing is
really and truly over.

WinGD’s Engine Research & Innovation Centre,
Switzerland

WinGD ENSURES FUTURE-READY
ENGINE DESIGN THROUGH CLEAN
FUEL TOOLBOX
Ship engine manufacturer WinGD
outlines extensive investments it has made
in recent years to validate next-generation
shipping fuels.
WINTERTHUR, SWITZERLAND,
(WAKE MEDIA) — WinGD
In a white paper titled ‘Future ready:
Extending the engine research toolbox to
validate clean shipping fuels’ published
recently, the company details the engine
research toolbox it has amassed, including
sophisticated testing facilities for engines
and fuel systems, cutting-edge simulation
techniques and a proprietary process for
validating new ship fuels.
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WinGD’s Vice President of R&D,
Dominik Schneiter said: “WinGD has
successfully analysed a large range of fuels in
publicly-funded projects and in partnership
with industry stakeholders. Our in-depth
study into these fuels, combined with
significant field experience through our
dual-fuel X-DF engines and X-series diesel
engines, means that WinGD is prepared
to ensure safe and efficient operation with
whichever fuels our customers choose on
their path to lower emission sailing.”
WinGD has developed fuel systems
test rigs designed specifically to assess the
compatibility of any alternative liquid fuel
with existing fuel systems. These test rigs
simulate the actual operation of injection
systems in service at relevant conditions.
The rigs typically include all key elements
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of the systems, including a variety of fuel
pumps, common rail and injection actuation
elements as well as the injection valves.
An additional investment is a singlecylinder engine that allows for optimization
of both dual-fuel Otto and Diesel engine
concepts. This set-up is more flexible and
cost-effective than the company’s existing
multi-cylinder test engines and better
suited to early-stage fuel testing. Meanwhile
WinGD is also increasing the number of
multi-cylinder testbeds with new Dieselcycle and Otto-cycle engines to improve
capabilities in later-stage fuel testing.
Based on the experience accumulated
in recent years, WinGD has introduced
a robust and transparent fuel validation
process. The target of validation is the
approval of the fuel for application on
WinGD engines.
WinGD’s investments in fuel research
complement extensive field experience
gained through the X-DF dual-fuel twostroke engine range, which now features
an installed base of more than 415 engines.
The range provides a platform for the use
of reduced-emission LNG today, giving
valuable insight into operation on gas fuels,
as well as enabling the use of carbon-neutral
fuels tomorrow. For example, customers
with X-DF engines will be able to use
synthetic and biomethane with no engine
modifications when these fuels become
available, thus contributing to the reduction
of greenhouse gas emissions in shipping in
line with IMO’s vision.

SUMMER 2021

Illustration by D.Switzer Moto/ology

Photos courtesy WinGD

WinGD’s Vice President of R&D,
Dominik Schneiter

Volkswagen’s marketing department comes up with a fun
prank to draw attention to its upcoming line of electric
vehicles but the joke backfires and draws the ire of some
US financial authorities. Some of these bean-counters just
have no sense of humour!

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
FROM USA TODAY Via MERIT MILE:
Volkswagen’s American division appears
poised to change name to “Voltswagen” ?
There was a story going around recently
that Volkswagen America is contemplating
a name-change by switching the “k” to
a “t” in a nod toward the automaker’s
investment in electric vehicles. The
German automaker’s announcement on
the change appeared briefly on its media
site late in March before it was removed,
having apparently been released before it
was ready for an official rollout. In actual
fact the whole thing appears to have been
an ill-advised April Fool’s stunt aimed
at garnering interest in VW’s new line of
electric vehicles. The U.S. Securities and
Exchange Commission was not amused
however and is currently investigating
whether the prank played a role in
manipulating stock prices.
Bad timing, pulling something like this
when the “dieselgate” affair is still fresh in
the media’s minds.
At any rate, the company plans to
launch more than 70 new models of
electric vehicles worldwide by 2029 and
sell 1 million of the units by 2025. VW
and its related brands, including Audi and
Porsche, have sold more than 9 million
vehicles of all kinds globally in 2020,
making it a close second to Toyota in total

vehicle manufacturing, though it previously
held the No. 1 title for several years.
FLYING HIGH WITH HYDROGEN
AN EDITORIAL PREAMBLE...
While the folks at Tesla may pooh-pooh the
hydrogen power brigade, (...and of course
they’d tend to denigrate any competing
technology, wouldn’t they?), there does
indeed seem to be some great strides being
made by the hydrogen-power exponents.
Some very recognizable players have
hitched at least part of their carts to this
developing technology and some are touting
the use of hydrogen as a fuel for just about
anything that moves. Trucks, trains, buses,
cars, motorcycles, even ships and aircraft
have all been put forth as viable subjects for
conversion to hydrogen power.
At first glance, hydrogen seems to be a
wonderful candidate as a fuel and general
source of energy. It’s plentiful, cleanburning, carbon-free, and has the highest
energy mass of any fuel. There are, however,
some very serious drawbacks and technical
bugaboos that need to be resolved or
overcome before the element can be used
as a large-scale fuel. Although its energy
mass is high, its density is abysmally low,
necessitating high pressures for storage
and distribution. The complexity of the
problems associated with these pressures
and the intricacies of making hydrogen
with “green” methods are the main reasons
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The high-flying Cummins hydrogen fuel cell-powered DLR-HY4 experimental aircraft during one of its demonstration flights.

for the opposition to using the stuff as a
fuel. The efficiencies required to generate
hydrogen needs to be greatly improved and
the techniques and safety of containing,
storing, transporting and implementing it
as a fuel needs to be developed further.
That said, things are indeed happening
on the hydrogen power front and in the
very near future we may see this technology
emerge as an adjunct or even an alternative
to the burgeoning battery-electric power
methods currently increasing in popularity.
As recently as 2019, noted diesel engine
manufacturer Cummins acquired an
81% holding in Hydrogenics Corporation
and since has become a major player in
the hydrogen fuel cell field. Late last year,
Cummins announced the “first flight” of
their hydrogen-powered airplane, although
the aircraft had actually demonstrated its
first hydrogen-powered flight some years
ago, in 2016 as a matter of fact. At that time,
however, the fuel cells were Hydrogenics
units as that was before the Cummins
acquisition. To be fair, since the acquisition,
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development and refinements have been
made so the most recent “flight” could still
be considered novel. With that in mind,
below is a release put out by Cummins on
their most recent flight operations with the
DLR-HY4 aircraft.
FIRST FLIGHT OF A HYDROGENPOWERED AIRCRAFT (?)
COLUMBUS, INDIANA –For hydrogen
power, the sky is no longer the limit — it’s
the starting point. With new hydrogen air
applications, hydrogen-powered aviation
has proven it is within reach and Cummins
is a part of it.
The world’s first hydrogen-powered
aircraft, powered by Cummins fuel cells,
was unveiled at the Stuttgart Airport in
Germany this past December. Called
the DLR-HY4, the four-seat airplane has
successfully completed 30 2-hour test
flights, offering a promising look at the
future of lower-emission aviation.
The HY4 is a major step towards the
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adoption of environmentally friendly
aviation because hydrogen can be
sustainably made and stored using fuel cells.
It’s the latest development in Cummins’ allin commitment to creating a greener future
powered by the world’s most abundant
element. Adding the HY4’s success to the
Cummins portfolio further demonstrates
the feasibility of using hydrogen in a variety
of applications.
The HY4 is powered by a Cummins
fuel cell engine. The current model has a
four-passenger capacity, but experts see the
possibility of upscaling the aircraft to 1.5
megawatts, allowing for the transportation
of up to 40 passengers for a distance of
2,000 kilometers.
Through the collaboration of worldleading science, industry and regulatory
professionals, the project aims to identify
the feasibility and interaction of redundant
propulsion architecture with hydrogen
fuel cells. The system features redundancy
on hydrogen storage, the fuel cell system,
energy distribution and electric motors.
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Of course, great innovations like this
don’t happen without teamwork. Cummins
is proud to partner with numerous
organizations on the H2FLY project,
including Ulm University, DLR, H2FLY,
Diehl Aerospace, Pipistrel, Politecnica di
Milano, TU Delft and the University of
Maribor.
Emission-free aviation may seem too far
beyond the horizon for many, but the DLRHY4 proves that greener air travel is well
within our reach. While it will take time
and further innovation for hydrogen power
to become widely available for aviation, the
HY4’s successful test flights show promise
and opportunity for hydrogen power
to scale in a major way. And when that
happens, Cummins will be there to power it
as it takes flight.

There is another report that the aircraft
manufacturing giant, Airbus Industries
also plans on making a ground-breaking

“First Flight” of a hydrogen-powered aircraft
sometime in 2022. Airbus has announced
it plans to develop 3 distinct designs of
aircraft, but all will utilize hydrogen as their
prime means of motivation. We will see
what further information we can find on
this and some other reported ventures, but
suffice to say that when it comes to hydrogen
powered aircraft, there seems to be a
multitude of people and organizations vying
for the coveted “First Flight” kudos.
We shall watch with great interest all these
“First Flights” and see who really gets the
final acknowledgement as being the “first”
hydrogen-powered aircraft. (Our money is
probably going to be on the guys that did it
5 years ago! We’ll have to check, however
and see if Count Ferdinand Von Zeppelin
ever had any thoughts on tapping into his
giant gas bags as a means to providing fuel
for his Daimler and Maybach diesel engines.
It strikes us that this method of burning his
buoyancy medium would be a much more
beneficial and controlled way than that used
on the Hindenburg.)

Photo courtesy Wikimedia Commons.org

For more information on the DLRHY4 and Cummins involvement in this
emerging technology, please check out
the Cummins website at: https://www.
cummins.com

EDITOR’S NOTE:
There has also been various reports and
claims of other “First Flights” by hydrogenpowered aircraft.
One that will take place in mid-2022 is
by a group of Dutch students from Delft
University calling themselves AeroDelft.
They have reportedly been working on the
design since 2018 and are claiming their
aircraft, which is called the Phoenix FS, will
be the first hydrogen-powered aircraft to
fly when it takes to the air next year. The
2-passenger plane owes much to sailplane
design and will eventually be powered by a
system utilizing liquid hydrogen fuel cells
driving an electric motor that will turn a
propeller mounted high in the tail. The
group has announced, however that the
predicted flight in 2022 will use gaseous
hydrogen as the fuel while the liquidfueled version of the craft continues in its
development.
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READERS SPEAK.
Motor-driven thoughts and impressions

I read your latest blog (on the Moto/ology
magazine site) about the dreaded SAP. I’ve
been and I’m still there. Right now the list is
longer than ever!
To change the subject a wee bit (as my
good old Dad would say), I’d like to propose
a subject for your magazine. Years ago, I
became interested in racing hydroplanes.
Especially in the Miss Supertest boats. Do
you remember the Supertest gas stations ?
These racing boats were super-powerful and
fast, fast, fast !
Miss Supertest III had 2000 HP Spitfire
engine in it and would supposedly reach
170 – 180 MPH. When racing they would
throw a humungus roostertail out the back!
They were also very unstable—especially if
the water got a little rough, they would quite
often lift off the water and flip.
They used to have Miss Supertest III at the
Ontario Science Centre but it’s gone now and
I’ve heard it has been returned to its original
designer and owner, a Mr. Jim Thompson.
Unfortunately, I don’t know where he now
lives.
Anyway there seems to be lots of
information on the internet that you could
use for an article if you think it would
interest your readers.
Regards!
Doug Reith
Ontario, Canada

Hello! I read your “SAP” article on the
Moto/ology Moto/blog site and was moved.
It’s extremely well and sympathetically
written! I’ve only just had the chance to read
both the blog articles and the latest issue
as I’ve been tied up with some of my own
unforeseen projects.
Best regards,
E. Shaw
Derbyshire, UK
Ed. -Earlier in the year, when we learned of
the passing of racing legend Kas Kastener
we had asked for permission to use a photo
from his website on Page 13 of this issue,
and received the following message:
Yes, you can use the photo of Kas in your
article. I appreciate you reaching out for
permission.
Your magazine looks great! I will pass the
URL on to my friends :). Please let me know
when the next issue is published so I can
share it around, and perhaps post a link on
Kas’s Facebook page.
Thank you so much,
Suzanne
http://www.kaskastner.com
Suzanne, thank-you for your kind
comments - Ed.

Doug - CONGRATULATIONS on your
AWESOME FIRST ANNIVERSARY issue
of Moto/ology! As usual, your splendid
variety of topics (planes, ships, many race
cars, bumper cars, etc.) and the creative and
adventurous men that make and operate
them, entertains and informs us readers!
Jack Harris
Sarasota, Florida USA
Thank you so much (for your coverage on
our engine winning the Guiness award). It is
an achievement we are very proud of. Please
do share the link to the video. It helps to give
an impression of the true scale of the engine.
I will add you to our media distribution
list. We have another press release coming
soon and I thank you for your interest.
Kind regards,
Anna Garcia
Director, Corporate Responsibility &
Communications, WinGD
Winterfur, Switzerland
For those who wish to view the incredible
size and power of the WinGD line of marine
engines, please check out their YouTube
video at: https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=K3pwEWbNLPA

Photo courtesy Wikimedia Commons.org

A

fter publishing our reader’s
comments section in the last
issue, we’ve had a few more folks
send in their thoughts. Here’s their latest
round of comments.
Once again, please send in any suggestions
for articles and anything else you feel may
help improve Moto/ology—let us know what
you think!

Gee, Doug! Thanks so much for your
comment. It’s curious you mention an
article on the Miss Supertest boats. Please
see Tim Miller’s contribution on page 62 of
this issue of Moto/ology! Cheers! -Ed.
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HAPPENINGS

Compilation and photos by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher

W

ell now, it’s the end of May and we’re already
into the steamy, warm and luscious months of
summer! With vaccinations on the go and many
places in the US becoming fully vaccinated, things are opening
up in a lot of areas and we can once again enjoy some company
and camaraderie! Maybe.
Here in Ontario Canada, many venues and events are still
closed as the powers-that-be struggle with the pandemic
numbers, decisions and protocols.
A few select events are going ahead, but without the crowds
that made them sparkle. Hey, at this point, I guess we’ll take what
we can get! Below is a few select things that we can take in, so
check ahead, make your plans and enjoy!

THE LYON AIR MUSEUM
OPEN FOR SUMMER AND FALL 2021
California’s Lyon Air Museum at Orange County’s John Wayne
International Airport have now opened with regular hours and
will remain so as long as conditions allow. You still may need
observe social distancing and other precautions to prevent the
spread of COVID-19, but with the vaccinations underway, things
should be returning to normal. Please check with them to see the
latest info and what conditions are for your visit.
They have expanded their retail shopping facilities to allow
for socially-distanced shopping. Be sure to check them out for
aviation and automotive-themed gifts for all the enthusiasts
on your list! They are located at 19300 Ike Jones Road, Santa
Ana, CA 92707 and their hours, exhibits, admission details and
complete up-to-date information is on their website at:
http://www.lyonairmuseum.org
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With the coronavirus
vaccines finally being
rolled out, hopefully
we’ll soon be seeing
events coming back,
albeit with precautions
still in effect.

THE CANADIAN
WARPLANE HERITAGE MUSEUM
CURRENTLY THE MUSEUM IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED.
At the time of writing this (late May) Canada’s premier warbird
museum is still temporarily closed due to a local surge in COVID-19
cases in the Hamilton area and the accompanying lockdown in the
region. It is hoped the situation will improve within the next few
weeks and we will keep an eye on things. With the latest increase in
vaccinations and the coming relaxation of restrictions, it’s hopeful
the museum and several others in the area will be opening soon.
When things are back up and running, you can enjoy visiting the
CWHM which is located at Hamilton’s John C. Munro International
Airport in Mount Hope, Ontario. See their website for the latest
status reports, news and details. Note there are also closures for
special private events so please be sure to check their website at:
https://www.warplane.com

THE 2021 VARAC
VINTAGE GRAND PRIX
JUNE 18-21/2021
After being cancelled last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this
event is now back on the calendar for 2021. Unfortunately, due to the
ongoing COVID-19 situation in Ontario, the event this year is closed
to spectators but offers competitors a super fun-filled weekend of
Vintage Racing on the fabulous historic Mosport Grand Prix Circuit
at the Canadian Tire Motorsports Park facilities just Northeast of
Toronto, Ontario. For more info please see the VARAC website at:
https://varac.ca/2021-varac-vintage-grand-prix/
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NEW Photo needed?

2021 WICHITA WARBIRD
WEEKEND
JULY 2-5/2021
The Wichita Warbird Weekend is a Fourth
of July dedication to those who served in
the military and will feature three of the
EAA’s most recognized warbirds. The
event will be held at the Wichita Dwight
D. Eisenhower National Airport and
feature the recently restored B-29 “Doc”,
along with B-17 “Aluminum Overcast”
and B-25 “Berlin Express”, and will give
warbird fans a unique, up-close and
personal opportunity to see three of the
iconic American bombers that helped win
World War II. The aircraft will be on static
display and open for ground and cockpit
tours Friday, July 2 at the B-29 “Doc”
Hangar, Education and Visitors Center at
the airport. The aircraft will each operate
ride flights on Saturday, July 3 and Sunday,
July 4. All three aircraft will be on static
display the remainder of the weekend
unless serving additional ride flight
customers. The address of the airport is
1788 S. Airport Road, Wichita, KS 67209
U.S.A. More information can be found at:
https://www.b29doc.com/event/wichitawarbird-weekend/

THE 2021 TRI-CITY
WATERFOLLIES
JULY 23-25/2021
Situated in the south-eastern corner of
Washington State and comprising the
cities of Kennewick, Pasco, and Richland,
the Tri-cities area will host this 3-day event
featuring powerboat racing, an impressive
airshow and many other family activities.
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This year will see the return of the
Unlimited Class Hydroplanes racing on
the Columbia River for the Columbia Cup.
These mighty machines are powered by
turbine aircraft engines and can reach
speeds approaching 300 MPH! The
featured Unlimiteds will be racing in
qualifying sessions and heats over the full
3 days. Support races include the Grand
Prix World Hydroplanes, the Five-Litre
Hydroplanes and the Vintage Hydroplane
events. Along with the boat races there
will be the HAPO Over the River Airshow
featuring military, civilian and vintage/
classic aircraft. For more info on schedules,
accommodations and tickets, please see the
show organizer’s website at:
https://waterfollies.com

EAA AIR VENTURE
OSHKOSH 2021
JULY 26-AUGUST 1/2021
After being cancelled in 2020, Wittman
Regional Airport in Oshkosh, Wisconsin
once again is the venue for this most
impressive airshow and display event. Over
the week-long event some half a million
visitors will attend this grand-daddy of
all airshows. The week is chocked full
of displays, seminars, how-to’s, flying
demonstrations and more.
The Experimental Aircraft Association
has almost a quarter-million members
worldwide who are involved in the design
and assembly of homebuilt aircraft, vintage
and classic aircraft restoration and the
restoration, demonstration and operation
of vintage warbirds. Air Venture will
feature all these aspects of the organization
and will have literally thousands of
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aircraft on display both in the air and on the
ground. During the week, Whitman Airport
becomes one of the busiest in the country
as some 10,000 aviation enthusiasts actually
fly-in with their aircraft to take in the show!
The statistics from the 2019 show tell
the story best. There were some 642,000
people in attendance with 10,000 aircraft
arriving in the central Wisconsin area for
the show. 2,758 aircraft were on display
at the show comprising 1057 homebuilt
aircraft, 939 Vintage and classic aircraft,
400 warbirds, 188 ultralights, 105 seaplanes,
and 62 aerobatic planes. There were
an additional 7 aircraft listed in “other
miscellaneous” categories. If you are an
aviation enthusiast, this is probably the one
most important airshow event to have on
your bucket-list! For more info on schedules,
accommodations and tickets, please see the
EAA AirVenture website at: https://www.
eaa.org/airventure

THE 2021 VRRA VINTAGE
MOTORCYCLE RACING
FESTIVAL
AUGUST 6-8/2021
After the cancellation of their Calabogie
event this past spring due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the VRRA is pleased to announce
their Vintage Motorcycle Festival Races are a
go for 2021. This super weekend is Canada’s
most prestigious Vintage Motorcycle Racing
event and will be held on the challenging
historic Mosport Grand Prix Circuit at
Canadian Tire Motorsports Park just
Northeast of Toronto, Ontario. This GP-class
circuit with its elevation changes, high-speed
straights and challenging corners attracts
racers and street riders from Canada, USA
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AUGUST 12-15/2021
Described as a museum springing to life,
the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion,
is the largest event held during the famed
Monterey Classic Car Week and is the only
event where racing cars are doing what
they were originally intended to do…race.
Approximately 550 racecars are invited to
compete at Weathertech Raceway Laguna
Seca in the world’s premier motoring
event, and are accepted based on the car’s
authenticity, race provenance and period
correctness. For tickets and more info
please contact: https://www.co.monterey.
ca.us/government/government-links/
weathertech-raceway/upcoming-events/
monterey-reunion

2021 PEBBLE BEACH
CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE
AUGUST 12-15/2021
Oh! and don’t forget at the same time and
in the same area as the Monterey Historic
races, this most prestigious and revered
concours d’elegance is also taking place
on the greens of the famed seaside golf
course! Don’t forget your champagne
flutes! For more info please see: https://
pebblebeachconcours.net

THE 2021 ORLANDO
BOAT SHOW
AUGUST 27-29/2021
Central Florida’s premier boat show is slated
for the end of August at the Orange County
Convention Centre’s South Hall B. Featured
speakers will give a variety of seminars
on boating safety and etiquette, the latest
fishing gear and trends and cover what’s
happening in the watersports world. Over
70 boat brands will be represented by 21 of
central Florida’s top boat dealers and over
500 boats are expected to be on display. For
tickets and more info please contact:
https://orlandoboatshow.com
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Photo courtesy NASA - Human Space Flight Gallery

THE 2021 ROLEX
MONTEREY MOTORSPORTS
REUNION

Michael Collins (centre) shown with his Apollo
11 crewmates, Neil Armstrong (Left) and
Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin, (Right).

Michael Collins

1930 - 2021 90 Years old
Michael Collins was the command
module pilot for Apollo 11, the first lunar
landing mission in 1969. Sometimes referred
to as the loneliest astronaut, he remained
alone in the command module Columbia
orbiting the moon as his two cohorts, Neil
Armstrong and Edwin E. “Buzz” Aldrin
took the lunar module to the surface landing
thus becoming the first humans to set foot
on the moon. Collins stayed above as their
link to the earth and the only way home.
Before Apollo 11, Collins was an Air Force
fighter pilot, test pilot and NASA veteran
having flown previously in the Gemini
program and was among the third group
of astronauts selected by NASA. He was
born in Rome, Italy while his father was the
American military attaché there in 1930.
After his career at NASA he was
appointed Assistant Secretary of State for
Public Affairs. He also was the Director of
the National Air and Space Museum and
also served as the undersecretary of the
Smithsonian Institution.
After completing the Harvard Business
School’s Advanced Business Management
course, Collins went on to hold an executive
corporate position as Vice-President of
LTV Aerospace Corporation and although
retired from active duty in the regular U.S.
Air Force, he remained in the U.S. Air Force
reserve and finally retired with the rank of
Major General in 1982. Collins died on April
28 at the age of 90 after a battle with cancer.

Kas Kastner

1928 - 2021 92 Years old
R.W. “Kas” Kastner spent over 50 years in
motorsports and the automotive industry
and founded the U.S. Triumph Competition
Department for the Standard-Triumph
company in the early ’60s and went on to
be a major player in the Triumph racing
scene in North America. Kastner wrote a
series of manuals on race preparation for
Triumph cars that has become the bible for
race-prepping and a definite “must read”
for anyone contemplating competition in
a Triumph. Kastner did time as a designer,
builder, team manager, instructor and
race promoter. Along with Joe Alexander
he founded the Kastner Cup race. The
Cup is awarded to the competitor that
fields a Triumph with not only successful
competitive results but also has a superior
presentation and demonstrates a positive
attitude and interest in vintage racing.
Kas was also the team manager for
Kastner-Brophy Racing and Roy Woods
Racing when they were fielding Indy cars
and CanAm sports-racing cars.
As the Motorsports Manager for Nissan
from 1986 through 1990 Kastner was
in command when they claimed their
many victories with Geoff Brabham in the
North American IMSA prototype races.
They swept to four consecutive Driver’s
Championships and three Manufacturer’s
Championships all while under Kas
Kastner’s watch.

Photo courtesy http://www.kaskastner.com

and Europe to the Festival. For tickets and
more info please contact VRRA at:
https://www.vrra.ca

“Kas” Kastner in his early days, pictured here
with his TR3 at Palm Springs in 1958.
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Bobby Unser

1934 - 2021 87 Years old
Much-loved 3-time Indianapolis 500
Champion Bobby Unser passed away on May
2nd, 2021 from natural causes at his home in
Albuquerque, New Mexico with his family at
his side.
Bobby was the eldest of the two multiple
Indy 500-winning Unser brothers and like
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his younger brother Al, became enamoured
with cars and racing at an early age. While
Al went on to win “The 500” an incredible
4-times, Bobby is also revered as one of the
premier IndyCar drivers of all time, winning
the “big one” 3 times in 3 different decades
(1968, 1975 and 1981).
Bobby was always an enthusiastic and
personable exponent of IndyCar racing and
after he retired from driving, he went on to
an illustrious career as a race announcer and
broadcaster, winning an Emmy for his efforts
reporting on the 1989 race with ABC Sports.

Sabine Schmitz

1969 - 2021 51 Years old
“The Queen of the Nürburgring”, Sabine
Schmitz was a talented racer who won events
in both the Castrol-Haugg Cup Series and
the Nürburgring Endurance series. She won
overall in the 24 Hours of Nürburgring in
1996 and 1997.
She hailed from a family that worked in
the hotel industry in the Adenau region
near the Nürburgring racetrack and had
driven there many times since she was
young. She elected to go into racing as a
career and set up her own company, Sabine
Schmitz Motorsport. The company provided
customers with racing instruction and
tutoring along with “taxi rides” around
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90 Years old
Dr. Lee Merriam Talbot established
his career as a noted and well-respected
environmentalist and served as a senior
scientist advising on environmental matters
for 3 presidential administrations. He was
also a professor teaching environmental
science and he occupied a post at Virginia’s
George Mason University for almost 30
years and served on many national and
international environmental committees.
Dr. Talbot authored over 300 scientific
papers and public articles and wrote 17 books
on environmentalism and conservation. He
was also an architect of several federal and
international environmental policies, acts
and laws.
Dr. Talbot’s other great love was motor
racing and he successfully pursued his
passion for the sport for almost 70 years!
Lee reportedly entered his first race in 1948
and last raced in 2017. In between those times
he raced professionally for the Rootes Group
Factory Rally Team, The factory BMC-MG
Racing Team, Team Lotus in the far east and
the Factory Opel Racing Team.
In more recent years, Dr. Talbot became
a fixture in Vintage Racing circles often
winning events in his immaculately-turnedout red Ginetta G4.
After a long and wonderful life well-lived,
Dr. Talbot will truly be missed.
He is survived by his wife and two sons.

Photos courtesy Wikimedia Commons

Photo by Peter Viccary, Gladiator Road Racing

Dr. Lee Talbot

the track at speed in a BMW 5-series. She
supposedly had done more than 20,000 laps
around “The ’Ring” during her career.
Sabine was known for her irreverent style
and easy-going, fun nature. This led to her
becoming a TV personality, first in Germany,
then on the BBC’s Top Gear where she often
upstaged the main male presenters with her
teasing, driving skills and personal prowess.
Sabine was diagnosed with cancer in
2017 and after treatment and a period of
remission, the disease returned in 2020 and
she succumbed to it in March 2021.

Johnny Dumfries

1958 - 2021 62 Years old
Former Formula 1 driver and teammate to
Ayrton Senna at Lotus in the mid-eighties,
Johnny Dumfries passed away in March after
a battle with cancer. As part of the mideighties “Rat Pack” of Martin Brundle, Mark
Blundell and himself, he had a noteworthy
career in Formula 3, dominating and
winning the series in 1984, which led to his
ride in Formula 1.
He was a titled member of the Scottish
aristocracy and as the Earl of Dumfries
and the 7th Marquess of Bute he was heir
to a large family fortune, but he always
preferred to be known for his motor racing
abilities and refused to depend on his title for
advancing his career.
Driving in the shadow of Ayrton Senna
was never easy for any of his teammates
and Dumfries’ foray into Formula 1 showed
promise but never quite panned out. He
eventually left the F1 circus and went into
sportscar racing. He teamed up with Andy
Wallace and Jan Lammers and together they
went on to an outright win in the 24 Hours
of Le Mans in 1988, driving a Jaguar for the
Tom Walkinshaw Racing Team.
Dumfries was married twice and leaves
behind four children.
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Halfway through 2020, and things are looking up, at least in many parts of the world.
The pandemic is still with us here in Canada, but progress is slowly being made in
easing certain restrictions. We greatly appreciate these folks that took the time out
from isolation to bring us this issue!

Photo by Tim Miller

Photo by Catharine Barker

CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS ISSUE

ROYCE RUMSEY
TIM MILLER

Seasoned automotive journalist,
AJAC-member and long-time Moto|ology
contributor Tim Miller once again answers
the call with a story on the amazing
Canadian racing hydroplanes, the Miss
Supertest boats of the 1950s and early
’60s. Tim’s been writing about all things
automotive for decades now and his
experience and knowledge of his subjects is
prodigious to say the least. Tim was editor
of Wheelspin News and he’s been published
in Cars & Parts, Hemming’s Motor News,
The Canadian International Auto Show
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Program, and other publications such as
the Toronto Star’s WHEELS magazine and
Inside Track magazine. He’s been inducted
into the Canadian Motorsport Hall of Fame
as a journalist and has also written several
motorsports books.
Tim’s covered many forms of racing, carshows and various industry happenings and
always steps up with entertaining stories.
Check out Tim’s article on the fabulous
Miss Supertest racing boats and their
legendary driver, Bob Hayward on page 62
of this issue.

Royce once again has made good use of
his impressive connections and intuitive
talents behind the lens to bring us our cover
story. In this issue, our resident western
correspondent and valued Moto|ology
contributor takes us along for a meeting of
greats: Magnus Walker and the awesome
Mercedes-Benz “Silber Sau” factory tribute
racecar. With Royce’s skillful camera
work and his uncanny ability to always
be in the right place at the right time, he
takes us along on his celebrity photo-shoot
documenting the famed urban outlaw’s
test-drive of the monster Mercedes on one
of California’s most revered byways. See the
whole story on page 30.
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JOHN WRIGHT

KEN VAN WYCK

Ken is back once again to offer us the
conclusion to his epic western journey
of a few years back. In Part 1 from the
previous issue of Moto/ology, we read about
the outbound trip as Ken and his touring
buddies undertook a momentous twowheeled excursion across the continent
to attend the annual tribute to everything
involving motorcycles, the great gathering
in Sturgis, South Dakota. Along the way,
they took in many sights and sounds of this
vast continent in a way that can only be
appreciated on two wheels with a view from

the saddle! In this issue we conclude the
story with the actual time in Sturgis and
the eventful ride back home.
After taking in The Grand Tetons,
Yellowstone National Park, the Grand
Canyon and other breathtaking sights, our
intrepid riders landed in Sturgis to enjoy
a few days of socializing and camaraderie
with their fellow bikers who hailed from
all over the continent. The trip became a
fascinating, once in a lifetime odyssey and
you can read all about the final ride home
on page 48.

Photo by Doug Switzer

A regular contributor to Moto|ology, John
consistently offers us candid insights into
interesting motorsports personalities. In this
issue, we offer a different perspective with
not only an interview, but one that’s also a
tribute to a Canadian motorsports great.
John reminisces with an interview done
decades ago with the late Ludwig Heimrath
when he was arguably at his peak.
John has been writing for several
motoring and motorsports publications
for many years now covering racing,
auto shows, concours d’elegance and he’s
currently working on a book.
See page 18 of this issue of Moto|ology, to
read John’s fascinating retro-interview.
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LUDWIGHEIMRATH:
ATitanPasses

Ludwig prepares for a run at Mosport in 2019. Photo by Paul H. Gulde.

SOMETIMES IRASCIBLE, LUDWIG HEIMRATH
WAS ONE OF THOSE LEGENDARY RACERS
WHO BELIEVED WINNING WASN’T
EVERYTHING, IT WAS THE ONLY THING.
Canada lost one of its sporting icons in March.
Ludwig Heimrath, Canadian National Driving
Champion, Trans Am Champion and the first
Canadian to race in a Formula One Car passed
away at the age of 86 after a battle with cancer.
18
18
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Reminiscences from an interview
in 1995 by John Wright, Moto|ology
Contributor, with photos courtesy of
Wayne Ellwood, Hans P. Gulde,
Paul L. Gulde and John Wright.

SUMMER 2021

Photo courtesy Wayne Ellwood.

I

interviewed Ludwig Heimrath in
March 1995, at his dealership on
Lawrence Avenue, East in Scarborough,
Ontario and found him to be a very
interesting man. I can remember him in
the 1960s driving the silver Porsche RSKs
which were so beautiful and unusual to the
eyes of a North American kid, they took
my breath away. Then, I remember Ludwig
in various other racing cars: a McLaren in
one of the many CanAm races I used to
watch at Mosport and then the Eagle Indy
car which he drove in an attempt to make a name
for himself in USAC racing in the United States.
It is my contention that Ludwig Heimrath and his
contemporary Canadian race car drivers like John
Cordts, George Eaton, Roger McCaig, Craig Fisher,
John Cannon and others paved the way for the
Traceys, Goodyears, Villeneuves, and Moores of later
years. Then, there are what I would call the mentors,
those people who left the cockpit of the racing car
in order to become a racecar team manager like
Brian Stewart who currently manages an Indy Lights
racing team.
I had to wait for a while for Ludwig to arrive before
the interview started, but for a Porsche aficionado
such as I, it was a treat just to sit or to walk around
that dealership. No, I don’t have a Porsche myself.
They are beyond my reach, but just because you are
on a diet doesn’t mean you can’t look at the menu
and look I did. There were Porsche 968s, 928s and
many examples of my personal favourite, the 911
series in both Carrera 2 and the potent Turbo form.
A veritable Porschephile heaven.
Then Ludwig arrived, and we got down to business.
I was allowed to take pictures outside the dealership,
but I was not allowed to take pictures inside because
some serious construction work on a brand new,
black Porsche 968 was taking place in the shop, a
place I was also not allowed near. Later on, at a race
at Mosport, I did get a photograph of that Porsche
and Ludwig preparing for battle. The machine being
prepared in his shop was a beauty even though it

Ludwig in the Triumph TR4 he drove at Sebring in 1965 with Craig Hill.

was not fully assembled. The entire front end was off
as was the stern of the car, and a fuel cell was being
installed in the rear. I did get a peek at the brakes. They
were immense ventilated discs which looked up to
the job of stopping the car from the 300 KPH speeds
it must be able to achieve. Ludwig was hoping for a
repeat championship season as he had won the Touring
Car Championship the previous year (1994) in a car
which was on display outside the dealership. Let’s see,
according to the record book he was almost a perennial
Canadian Champion in road racing in the early 1960s,
except for one year when George Chapman managed
to beat him. He was the first Canadian driver to get a
chance to race a Formula One car overseas. In those
days, according to a friend of his, Mr. Brian Stewart,
the Canadian Champion had a choice of a cash award
or a ride of one kind or another overseas. Ludwig chose
the overseas ride in what turned out to be a Formula
One racecar. In his case, it was a Porsche (Surprise!
Surprise!) at the non-championship Pau Grand Prix.
The car was running in the top ten when a mechanical
failure resulted in a DNF. Those of you who are old
enough may remember that on the same Porsche
team was a young American who went on to a certain
amount of fame in racing: Dan Gurney. Also in the
race that day were some other lights of racing in that
era: Jimmy Clark, Jo Bonnier, Graham Hill (Damon’s
father), and a host of regular Formula One veterans.
Ludwig raced a wide variety of cars, but he always
came back to Porsches, not surprising I guess when you
consider his background.
19

A very busy man, Ludwig Heimrath still managed
an hour and a half to give me a clear picture of a
determined, disciplined, no-nonsense gentleman who
knows exactly what he wants and how he thinks he can
get there. He will be 65 in 1999, but he shows no sign
of slowing down any more than he is slowing down on
the track. In fact, he feels he is capable of lapping just
as fast if not faster than he used to.
“Right now we are so busy, building a couple of race
cars. I still have a brother and sister in Germany, yes
and I still have my mother in Germany, yes.” I asked
him if he started working for Porsche in the 1960s
and he said, “No. I worked for them before that. I
worked for Volkswagen and looked after the Porsche
organization which they started in 1956. When I left
the Porsche organization in 1959-60, I opened up
an independent workshop specializing in Porsches.
We were a workshop, not a sales department. A
couple of years later we moved up here to Lawrence
Avenue. Klaus Bartels worked for me. (He worked
for Volkswagen when he came to Canada and was
also president of the Deutsche Automobile Club of

Canada for a number of years. He also raced a variety
of Porsches and other cars). I then asked Ludwig what
drew him to racing. “I think I am competitive” was
the answer. “I was motorcycle racing in Europe for a
couple of years. I was very young then, when I started
motorcycle racing, one year as an independent, the
second year for a factory, Adler. Yeah, it was a two cycle,
one of the fastest bikes they had. I won the German
Championship, and then had a horrible accident, not
in racing but on a motorcycle and that kept me in the
hospital for quite a lwhile... for months and months. The
decision was already made to move out of the country
and go somewhere else to look to different menus, but it
took me nine months because I was walking with a cane.
During that time I sort of stayed away from racing.
When we started up racing cars in 1957-58, I went to a
couple of events just to watch, because I had something
to do with Porsche. I looked after Porsche in Canada
here, and so I felt maybe I should go have a look and
see what these people do. I always liked to be involved
in motorsport and I always have been involved in
motorsport—just because I love it.”

Tweaking Ludwig Heimrath’s Porsche RS60 in Saskatchewan in the early 1960’s. Photo courtesy of the Saskatchewan Sports Car Club Archives.
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Ludwig Heimrath in his Porsche RS60 chases Bill Sadler in the mid-engined Sadler sports-racer through a very new Turn 2 at a very new Mosport Park
in one of the track’s earliest races. Note the absence of run-off area, guardrails and spectator protection! Photo courtesy of Ron Kielbiski.

So I said, in 1959 somebody came along and asked
you, “Don’t you think you think you should be on
four wheels instead of two wheels.” “Yeah. You can
still hit something but you can’t do yourself harm like
you did before.” That was Ernie Piech. (author’s note:
Ernest Piech came from the other side of the Porsche
family - one of his relatives currently runs Volkswagen
of Germany). At that time I had no idea he was so
wealthy. I wasn’t involved in the Piech family when I
left Porsche. I knew Mr. Porsche and the surroundings
of that family, but I had no idea about the family
surroundings at Piech in Austria. When I came to
Volkswagen Canada sort of as an exchange student
supposedly, I still don’t know why he was there. He
was here for two years, and he stayed with us and
my family for quite a while. We were very, very close
friends, good friends. He some how got me into this
thing, and I wanted to get into four wheels just to have
fun. That’s how it started, having fun. Then the fun
started getting serious. Then, it got more serious and
more serious and then we got stuck with it, and the
next thing I know, he left and I was stuck with it all by
myself. Sometimes we still talk and we laugh about it
now because it’s just so funny how we got started.
I thought I had everything cleared out a couple
of years after I came to Canada but somehow I got
involved again with the four wheelers, and got stuck
SUMMER 2021

with them. I am still doing it because I love it. I love
the competitors. They’re very good competitors, and I
love the competition. Good competition is what I need.
When I collect (the frustrations) from all week here in
the business, I get rid of my frustrations in a race car.
That’s the only way I think life should be and that’s why
I stay racing cars.
In this early interview, I saw something of the
controversial life of Ludwig Heimrath. He has never
been one to mince words. Other people I interviewed as
part of this article told me that lately he has definitely
mellowed with time, but he will still not suffer fools
gladly, as we shall see.
“As long as the young kids don’t drive beside me or
over me or under me I could stay out there and give
them a little bit of a problem so that’s why I stay in
motor racing. It’s not because of money. It’s not because
of the other advancements. It’s because I love it. You
have to love a sport. If you take that away, then I quit.
You can say that’s it. I came close a couple of times,
very close to giving up because of all the ignorance you
have running around. The series I’m running in right
now is the Touring Car Championship. It’s a world
-wide accepted series that’s sponsored by Valvoline.
There was a super series last year (1994) and it was so
competitive that we didn’t know who was going to win
21

Heimrath leading at Mosport. Photo by John Wright.

the championship out of ten cars until the last race.
That’s how competitive it was — so that tells you it’s
fine. The pirates were sort of pushed away. We could
create a series and correct the problems. Believe me
they had the right idea because now they’ve got the
best series in the country. I’ve never raced a series yet
in 30-35 years... where politics stayed away and made
the thing what it was supposed to be.
In response to my question that some people
feel racing is not a real sport, Ludwig replied, “A
lot of people feel that way (that car racing is not a
sport). It’s money. It’s not a cheap sport. Having a
Porsche dealership brings Porsche very close into
our racing and helps us to win. It’s not that we get
special treatment, but it’s a relationship, and that’s
more important than the treatment. That’s all we
get out of Porsche, but it’s very important to us. The
information—it’s the information can make you or
break you.
’Way back in the 1960s, Heimrath raced a powerful
Cooper-Ford for an all-Canadian race team. I asked
Ludwig about his time with them.
“Chuck Rathgeb (of Canadian Comstock, the large
Canadian engineering firm) came and asked me if I’d
like to drive for him.” Back in the 1960s, Comstock ran
a team of Cooper Cobras (The “King Cobras” as they
were known. They were Cooper sports-racers with
Weber carbureted Ford 289 c.i. engines in them.) “He
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had a two-car team. My co-driver was Eppie Wietzes.
Not co-driver—he was driving the other car. We sort
of had two teams. We called it the German team and
the Canadian Team which I think was totally wrong
because I had two Canadian mechanics and Eppie had
two German mechanics.
Eppie had a horrible, horrible accident in the Cooper
in the first race, he went off the track at a west coast
race and suffered terrible injuries. “It cost him 12
months in the hospital, and he nearly lost his life, and
that shattered the season for him. That sort of gave
me a little bit of a damper because I thought ‘My God,
you know... what else can go wrong with this car?’ It
was the most horsepower I had ever driven in my life.
Cooper-Ford—it was an unbelievable racecar. It had
high horsepower, didn’t handle worth a damn and had
lousy brakes. So, what else can you have bad on the car?
It had everything bad that you could make bad. The
only good thing it had, was a lot of power. So, I won
the championship with that car in ’64 and I ran the car
in ’65 again. We ran one car because Eppie didn’t want
to get back into the thing. We didn’t have a second
car for Eppie because his was totally destroyed and no
back-up. There were only four cars built. We had two
and there were two in California. As it was, I didn’t
win the championship because we didn’t run all the
races in Canada. We ran a lot of races down south in
the U.S.—Watkins Glen, Elkhart Lake and Nassau, in
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In the 1990’s Ludwig Heimrath was as competitve as ever. Here he
pilots his Porsche 935 through a corner with his trademark skill and
commitment. Photo by John Wright.

the Bahamas. We ran more races in the U.S. with the
big guys because that’s where we wanted the exposure
for Comstock and Ford and Ford liked it that way, so
that’s where we went.
After the season was over, the car was tested by a
famous chief mechanic and I found out afterwards
that he totally destroyed it at Mosport. Nobody ever
told me about it, but I said to Chuck, ‘Why don’t
you put this car in a museum because that’s where
it belongs.’ He said, ‘There’s not much you can do
with it. It’s just in a little box.’ I asked him, ‘What do
you mean?’ He said, ‘It was destroyed in testing at
Mosport.’ So, that left me out of a ride. I then went
back to Porsche and they had an RS 60. In 1967, I
bought my first McLaren Chevrolet and I raced that
successfully.” (On the subject of McLarens, Cordts and
Billes were running a McLaren Mk.IIIB). “They were
running the same car as me, only a different colour
but David was very, very smart and a very good engine
builder. He had more horsepower than anybody ever
produced, and he was really quick. We were all very
competitive, David, John Cordts and myself and
many, many times we would talk about it. We didn’t
run each other off the race track. We just changed
positions many, many times.
I secured a new McLaren and moved to the United
States into the new, so-called CanAm series as a
privateer. It was very hard as a Canadian to get
sponsorship. You could have the best equipment on
the block, but the sponsors couldn’t care less. You
were a Canadian and that’s it, you know. It was tough,
24

but we stuck it through. We got into Indy cars in ’69,
’70 and ’71, and we were connected with Dan Gurney
because he was also connected with Porsche in the
60s. Dan and I had been friends for a long, long time
and I bought one of his Eagles and competed against
him, but we couldn’t afford his expensive Offenhauser
engines so we ended up using a stock-block Chevrolet
engine, thus giving away quite a bit of horsepower to
the Offy-powered cars.”
Ludwig looks back at that particular era in his career
as a mistake. He said that he went back to sportscars
because he could never get used to looking at four
wheels, as he put it, “waving in the breeze.”
So many people think Gilles and Jacques Villeneuve
were the first Canadians in an F1 car, but several had
done it long before them. Peter Broeker, Pete Ryan,
Eppie Weitzes, John Cordts and Al Pease all came
before.
Then there was Ludwig Heimrath. He had impressed
the people at Porsche by winning the Canadian
Driving Championship in 1960. As a result, he was
invited to Europe to drive a Porsche Formula One car
at the non-championship Grand Prix event at Pau. But,
I’ll let him tell the story.
“I had the chance once to run Formula One with
Porsche. When I won the Canadian Championship,
they invited me to run the car for that one race. They
were very, very happy with what I did. I qualified
sixth in France, but I didn’t finish because something
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That’s why in the mid-seventies, I decided I’m going
to get out of this open wheel stuff and go back to sports
cars and that’s what I did. That’s what made me go
back to Porsche. With Porsche I could get the latest
equipment and with stuff like this, you have to take
time and go to see the people at Porsche. If you think
it’s an advantage for you to do so, then you do go,
definitely. You are usually invited. The last couple of
years we have been invited for the World Cup. In those
standings we usually finish in the first fifteen with
the points we collect during the year. You can then be
invited to the factory for a special meeting, dinner and
a trophy presentation, so sometimes I take advantage
of this and I spend a couple of extra days at the factory
visiting old friends. Other than that, I don’t go to the
factory, I just talk on the phone a lot.”
Heimrath believes that the racing back in the early
days was just as competitive as the racing of today:
“I tell you, a lot of people have their own philosophy
and my thinking is this—to win a race 30 years ago
broke on the car. But we qualified 6th and we ran
you had to drive 10 times as hard as you have to now.
4th for a long, long time until something broke. The
No question. The equipment we had then didn’t have
competition was as fierce then as it is now. I remember the controls we have now. Suspension, tires, engine
Jackie Stewart, the Rodriguez brothers, Dan Gurney,
power, fuel, whatever you talk about, the whole system.
Von Trips and Jack Brabham were all involved. All the We never had that technology. That’s my thoughts.
top race drivers. So, against all these people we did very You had to drive a lot harder 30 years ago to win. It’s
well. I had a chance, but I somehow couldn’t take to the also easier now if you have money. You can buy a lot
open-wheeled cars.
of stuff that didn’t exist 30 years ago. It didn’t make

A winning Ludwig Heimrath on his victory lap with Paul Cook in the Comstock Racing “King Cobra”. Photo by Hans P. Gulde.
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A well-prepared Heimrath Porsche rests in the paddock between races. Photo by Wayne Ellwood.

any difference how much money you had back then.
Whether you bought a Lotus or a McLaren, they all
came the same way. They were all called Mark 6, Mark
7, whatever, and it depended what engine you had in
them. Certainly, if you had a good engine builder you
had an advantage, but not as big as it can be now.
That’s what we see now in the Formula One races.
Schumacher is one of the greatest drivers right now in
the world. It’s not that he has the best car, no. I think
the Williams is the better car. But, Schumacher is so
smooth, so precise. Every move he made out there was
calculated before he made it and that’s why he’s so
quick. It was not the Benetton car. It was Schumacher
driving the car. Even in the back-up car, when the lead
car broke, Schumacher would drive as good with the
second car as he did with the first. His team-mate with
the same car may come in 12th, so how can you say
that it’s just because he has the best equipment in the
world? The guy in 12th also had the best equipment
too—that’s where the big problem comes in.”
As you can see, Heimrath is not only a fount of
knowledge about racing in Canada, he is also a man
with definite and solid views about many other
matters. Our talk took a different turn and I learned
there is more to Heimrath than racing. Like many of
26

the best race drivers, there is another dimension to
him which other, lesser people rarely exhibit.
“I did a lot of work for Sick Kids (hospital) because
I love kids. Many, times I’ve thought why not take a
bunch of those kids on a bus and bring them out to
the race track and give them a bit of joy in their life,
one lap around the race track. It only takes a day and
gives me a thrill seeing those little kids sitting there,
you know. I did it for Big Brothers once and ah! I’ll tell
you, the kids will never forget that. We had about a
hundred kids there and they will never forget it. That’s
happiness right there! It’s something that I’m really
proud of.
Ludwig came to Canada in the 1950s during a huge
immigration boom. I asked him what he had with him
when he came over and he replied, “75 cents, that’s all
I had. 75 cents, and I have never, ever used one penny
from this country’s government, not one penny. I’m
very proud about this. I came to this country, I abide
by the laws of this country, I worked within the rules
of this country, and I worked hard. Whatever I’ve got
I worked hard for it, so I won’t have anybody coming
and saying, “Oh, Heimrath, it’s easy for you. It’s easy to
have a race car.” It’s easy for you if you work as hard as
I did, or as hard as I still do. It’s a very simple fact, see?
You aren’t going to get far with me if you tell me, ‘Oh,
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you have a Porsche dealership, it’s easy for you to have
a car like that to drive.’ I still have to pay for it. It still
has to be serviced and I have to pay somebody to do
that. It all wasn’t just given to me, you know.”
It’s obvious to even the casual observer of small
business that an owner is linked to his job 24 hours
a day. Heimrath said, “I’ll tell you something. My
family suffered tremendously at the beginning as I
did, both in the car business, and in the racing. I have
two kids, a son and a daughter and yes, I wanted very
much to be at home and look after the kids myself, but
making sure they were secure and taken care of was
very important to me so I had my job at Volkswagen of
Canada and I also had another job on the side where
I went in at 8:00 o’clock in the evening, and I worked
until midnight to make ends meet and to feed my
family properly. I wasn’t thinking how much money
can I get from the government—that was the last thing
on my mind because in those days the relief wasn’t
there. That’s why I’m proud because where I am and
what I have now, I earned myself. That’s a very simple
thing. There are certain things that can tick me off
very quickly and there are certain things that people
can harp on about ’till doomsday and it doesn’t bother
me. But it’s very ticklish to me sometimes because I
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wasn’t given anything for nothing and I have worked
hard for what I have.”
The past summer was a really busy one, and as it
turned out it, not a particularly successful one.
“We figured we’re going to do ten regional races and
two others in the United States if it’s at all possible. I
was very seriously thinking about going to Watkins
Glen because I love that racetrack. It’s not quite as
challenging as Mosport is—we have one of the most
challenging racetracks in the world there. It’s not only
me saying this, it’s also race drivers like Jackie Stewart.
If you talk to Stewart, he says, “Oh it’s a horrible race
track.” Right now, in a competitive car, he won’t run
on it because he doesn’t know it as well as we do, you
see. There are too many corners where you can’t see
anything. So many things can go wrong you don’t really
think about them all and Jackie is getting to that age
and being a three-times World Champion, well, he’s
experienced so he’s smart enough to say, ‘Hey I’ll stay
out of this one because bad things can happen.’
I saw my team-mate killed at Mosport in 1966. That
was a horrible, horrible accident. The guy was dead and
that makes you feel really funny. It’s a very bad feeling.
It sort of makes you feel you might have to quit. But the
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Ludwig Heimrath sorting out his IndyCar. Photo by Hans P. Gulde.

sport is beautiful, the cars you drive, the competition
is beautiful, but then at other times something like
that happens. It sort of, well, you hate to talk about it.
You hide for a couple of days from everyone because
you feel bad, but you know, in a while it sort of goes
away. Life goes on. People sometimes tell me whatever
you decide is up to you, so for me, sure, life has to
go on, but it touches me tremendously. I have lost a
lot of friends, really good friends and close friends
particularly. When something like that happens,
especially if you are involved, it is very tough.”
I wondered what was in the works for Ludwig
Heimrath down the line. What more is there for him
to do in motorsport? I had the feeling he would never
slow down and never retire.
He replied, “I may shock the world. A couple of
years ago, we talked about it, my son and myself and
he said why don’t you quit, Dad? Take the money and
run. Quit and enjoy yourself. You’ve done enough. You
don’t have to prove anything to anyone and he’s right.
I don’t have to prove anything. I’ve done everything I
wanted to do. I really don’t have to do any more, but
that’s not why I’m still driving. I’m still driving because
I enjoy it. It’s why I’m there in the car. I might change
my mind and say maybe I should buy myself a boat, a
28

cottage and perhaps go fishing. I wanted to do all that
35 years ago and never made it. I’ve got two fishing
rods, but I’ve never made it to the lake. So now maybe
there’s time to say that’s it—maybe pack it up totally,
perhaps keep the cars and say we’re gonna put a
young kid in it, make a driver out of him, see what the
future’s gonna bring.”
“I remember Villeneuve, he was a very good friend”
(Speaking of Gilles Villeneuve, father of Jacques and
already a legend in formula racing before he went
overseas).
“There wasn’t a race where we didn’t talk to each
other. When he got to drive that Ferrari, well, you can’t
go slow and he didn’t. He was doing okay at Mosport
and we talked about it. I said smarten up, if you’re
gonna be a racer be smart. He was the quickest guy out
there and he did win the race. That was alright, but
with him there was always this drive to be always in
the front and it bothered him, no question. But he did
what he always wanted to do: drive a Formula One car.
Why do we tend to only recognize people when they’re
eight feet under the ground? We didn’t recognize
Villeneuve as the biggest and best driver in the world,
and he was a Canadian. We wait until later and write
a book (referring to Gerald Donaldson’s book) about
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how good he was and what he did. Not enough people
appreciated what he did when he was alive and not
enough people know about that book.”
I said to Ludwig that recently, there was an upsurge
in interest in vintage race weekends. Enthusiasts from
all over the U.S. and Canada race in 30+ year old cars
at Mosport and Watkins Glen and other venues – and
they race hard! I asked do you ever go to the vintage
races? He replied: “No, I ah, somebody invited me a
couple times but to be honest I never made it. I was
told they have a car in the U.S. which I owned a long,
long time ago and Brian Redman called me and said
you should run in one of my cars. It used to be yours,
but now its mine, you know, so you should drive it. It
was just maybe a couple of weeks ago they had a big
race down in Florida, somewhere where they want to
run all the vintage cars now. I’ll think about it and
maybe I’ll say yes, Brian I’m gonna come and run it. If
they still want me to. I think it would be great.”

much. To put it another way, you’ll never have to torture
him to get his opinion on virtually anything.
Post script: During the weekend of the 1995 Canadian
Grand Prix in Montreal, Quebec there was a supporting
race for touring cars, and there was Ludwig at the front
of the pack in that black Porsche 968 being punted none
too gently off the track by the driver of a Mazda RX7,
and ending up at the tail-end of the pack. However, the
fires still burn bright, and Ludwig passed car after car to
end up following the Mazda very closely. From there it
was a “simple” matter of passing the RX7 under braking
into a corner and going on to win the race. Yes, the
competitive urges were still there without a shadow of a
doubt. Ludwig was back, but then he’d never really left,
had he?

Just before his passing in March 2021, Ludwig was, at
the ripe old age of 86 making plans to race once again in
his venerable Porsche at the upcoming Rolex Monterey
Reunion historic racing event at Laguna Seca, California.
And that’s where the interview ended. What I have
He passed away at his cottage on the lake near
since learned about Ludwig Heimrath from others who Peterborough, Ontario, Canada. Nearby were his boat
knew him in the old days was that he hasn’t changed
and fishing rods.
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RIDIN’ THE CR
The celebrated Urban Outlaw takes a spin over
the mountains in a different teutonic icon –
a monster Mercedes tin-top!

N

ot since Butch and Sundance has there been a better pairing of
outlaws than the recent union of Magnus with the “Silber Sau”.
Magnus is an icon of the now world-famous Angeleno Porsche
“Outlaw” trinity of Rod Emory, Singer, and the inimitable Magnus himself.
Owing to the 2012 bio-documentary “Urban Outlaw” that established media
presence for the term, Magnus’s distinct and engaging style
has largely defined the ‘outlaw’ gestalt. Meeting up
with Magnus and his car collection at his Arts
District operation is to completely immerse
oneself in the Outlaw culture.

Story & photos by Royce Rumsey, Moto|ology Contributor
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REST

Willow stands by faithfully as Magnus shores up the shop structure.

ned for his Porsche-based automotive creations, Magnus Walker takes a bit
arture from Porsche and took along our own Royce Rumsey to document a
eles Crest in the grumpy-looking "Silber Sau"- an awesome Mercedes factory
egendary German Saloon-car Championship contender of the early 1970’s.
SUMMER 2021
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A

MG started life as a race-prep and tuning
operation in the late sixties. Mercedes-Benz
engineers Hans Werner Aufrecht and Erhard
Melcher, began AMG in their hometown of Großaspach
as a race-preparation outfit in 1967. One of their early
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attempts at making a winning racecar was the unlikely
exercise of sprucing up a big Mercedes 300 SEL sedan (or
“Saloon” car if you like.) The chaps decided the already
beefy 6.3 litre engine in the top-end Mercedes sedan would
make a good platform for a racing car. They punched
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In the automotive world, there’s
probably not a singular car that both
embodied and established the “outlaw”
motif more than the famed AMG
300SEL “Red Pig”. Alfrecht and Melcher’s
evolution of Waxenbergers’ doorslammer into a 0-60 in 4.5 sec/165mph
1971 Spa-Francorchamps 24-hours
champion in its first outing is one of the
most beloved and legendary stories in
modern automotive lore.
And rightfully so. The massively and
outrageously flared Krupp metal hulk
stuffed with a hot-rodded 6.3V8 punched
out by .5 ltr and nearly doubling its
native horsepower quickly converted
text continued on next page...

the engine out a further half-litre and cast some magical
spells over its other inner workings and voilà! – they had
a fire-breathing giant of a racecar. When the “Rote Sau”
(Red Sow) made its debut at the 24 hours of Spa in 1971,
some of the competitors weren’t sure if this was some kind
SUMMER 2021

of silly joke. But by the end of the race, not many were
laughing. The ungainly Rote Sau handily won its class and
was lying second overall when the chequered flag flew.
The big Merecedes had shamed many a specialist and the
reputation of AMG was firmly established.
33

M

agnus reported that the big Mercedes wasn’t
exactly the most nimble car he’d ever driven,
but when man-handled with a firm style it
laid down the power and acquitted itself well. With no
shortage of power available, it actually behaved like a
much lighter vehicle than it actually was.

race attendees’ derision to
admiration as the massive
sedan passed sports car
competitor after competitor on
its way to a class win and 2nd
overall finish. Its legend has
made “Red Pig” tribute cars the
darlings of the vintage racing
and classic car communities—
so much so that Mercedes-Benz
itself recently combined the
two most iconic visuals of the
marque by creating a “silver
arrow” argent-hued recreation
of the famed sedan—creating
what now, as seen here, is
known as the “Silber Sau”.
At 9AM Magnus and the
Mercedes transporter convene
at the famed “turn 9” turnout
area of Angeles Crest. As the
car is being unloaded, hirsute
Magnus is ‘holding court’ in his
famed amiable style, with the
documentary production crew
and road racer fans who, doing
their usual Friday morning
runs on the Crest, stop by
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to chat with their local hero.
Meanwhile, Mike Kunz and
Nate Lander of the MercedesBenz Classic Center are
tending to the potent sedan in
preparation of a day’s multiple
runs on the Crest for the
aforementioned documentary.
By 9:30 the car is ready and
fires to life with authorative
‘basso-profundo’ exhaust note
affirming the 500+ anxious
ponies under the hood.
Magnus climbs into the
Silber Sau, settles in the
Recaro driver’s seat, cinches
down the Willans, adjusts his
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signature cowboy hat and
heads out onto the Crest with
the camera cars in tow. The
unrestricted exhaust can be
heard for seemingly miles
as Magnus rows through
the 5 gears with race-quick
determination—with a
high-performance V8 bark
punctuating each gear
change….and then…out of
the morning sun he appears,
the Silber Sau glistening as he
hits the apexes with the gold
BBS’s spinning gloriously and
the subsequent doppler-shift
accompanying his departure.
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This scene would be
replayed in engaging
variations throughout the
day and on to dusk with
Magnus never tiring of the
enjoyment of flogging the big
sedan on pavement usually
and exclusively visited by
Porsches, Cobras and Ducatis.
A legendary pairing of this
magnitude (Magnus-tude?) is
something that rides the crests
of one’s memories for years.
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SPECIFICATIONS*
1970 Mercedes-Benz 300SEL 6.3
(Model W 109) “Silber Sau”
AMG/Mercedes Factory Tribute Racecar
Height: 51.77” (1315 mm)
Width: 76.4” (1940 mm)
Length: 196.9” (5,000 mm)
Wheelbase: 112.8” (2,865 mm)
Weight: 3605 lbs. (1635kg)
Engine: Mercedes Benz/AMG 6.8 litre
DOHC V-8 Power: 428 bhp
Torque: 449 Ft-Lbs (608 Nm)
Transmission: Close ratio 5-speed ZF
Top Speed: 175mph (282km/h)
*Estimates based on the original 1970 “Rote Sau”
racecar and the stock 300SEL W109 6.3 litre sedan.
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Photo courtesy Grant Viljoen www.rotesau.co.za

DIE
ROTE SAU

The Legendary Red
Sow that started it all.
By Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher with research provided by Grant Viljoen - www.rotesau.co.za

W

hen two engineers left
Mercedes-Benz to start
their own business back
in the late sixties, they were initially
dismissed by some as just another pair of
dreamy-eyed “tuners”. It was a time when
“specialists” or “garagistes” were plentiful.
These types of shops had always been
around and specialized in catering to the
gentry with custom carriages and fitments

long before the advent of the automobile.
Not long after the invention of the first
“horseless carriage”, (Some say when the
second vehicle was built) there was a race.
Almost immediately the specialists sprang
up and began exploring ways to make their
customer’s vehicles go faster. Some became
the racing and performance departments of
larger manufacturers like MG was to Morris
and Ferrari was to Alfa Romeo. Later,

some actually blossomed into full-fledged
manufacturers in their own right.
The specialists were a global phenomenon.
In the U.S., many would be known as “hotrodders” and they pushed the envelope of
performance and speed to the absolute limits
and sometimes beyond, and sometimes with
catastrophic results. But hey, that was how you
learned, right?
Anyway, those two intrepid lads from

One of sever
AMG/Merced
was lost aft
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ral replicas of the legendary Rote Sau 6.8 Liter
des-Benz racer of the early 1970s. The original
fter its racing career ended and it was sold off.
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be a strong and reliable power source if they
modified it and brought the huge weight of
the vehicle into line. This they did and the car,
punched out to 6.8 liters, and painted in red,
made its racing debut at the Salzburgring in
the ADAC Bavaria Rennen on June 19, 1971.
The car qualified in second and finished in
third in a controversial and rain-soaked event.
Not a bad start.
The next outing was at Hockenhiem on July
4, where the car was crashed heavily and was
deemed a DNF (Did Not Finish).
The car was repaired after many hours
of labour and late nights and entered in the

Spa 24 hours on July 24, 1971. Hans Heyer
and Clemens Schickentanz were to do the
driving. Many thought this was some kind
of joke as the giant Mercedes moved onto the
track, but after qualifying in 5th place, people
couldn’t help but notice this big pig was
something special. During the actual race,
the car soldiered on reliably and very quickly
and as the competition failed or slowed, the
big ’Benz moved towards the front. By the
end of the race there was only one factorybacked Ford Capri RS2600 ahead of them
and when the chequers fell, they were second
overall and first in class!

Photo courtesy Wikimedia Commons

Mercedes-Benz were Hans Werner Aufrecht
and Erhard Melcher and when they founded
their company, they included the name of
Aufrecht’s home town, Großaspach in their
firm’s initials, AMG.
The venture was started as an engine
tuning and development shop and rapidly
grew to include racing preparation and
even whole-car chassis and suspension
development.
Staying with the brand they knew the best,
they developed racing and high-performance
versions of Mercedes vehicles and started to
earn themselves a name for their effectiveness
in competition and the unmistakable
quality of their work.
One of their early racing projects
was the modification and preparation
of an unlikely full-sized Mercedes
300SEL luxury sedan, (or saloon-car
if you prefer) to be a competitor in the
European Touring Car Championship
and some endurance races.
The chaps at AMG figured the big
6.3 liter engine in the big sedan would
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culminating in a class win at the 200 Miles
of Nürnberg event at the Norisring in
August 1972.
With its useful life as a racecar at an
end, the big sedan was sold off to Matra.
This was not the racing division of the
organization, but the aerospace parent. The
car was supposedly cut and lengthened into
more of a “pullman” configuration and also
had a huge hole cut in the floor. Through
this opening, the engineers could drop a
full-sized retractable aircraft wheel and
tire assembly to test the skid and impact

characteristics of various aircraft tires when
subjected to landing contact stresses. It is
assumed that when Matra was finished with
these tests, the car was scrapped.
I do not know what became of the silver
Klaus Behrmann Car, but over the ensuing
years, several “Rote Sau” 6.8 replicas have
been built by various folks, not to mention
the “Silber Sau” built by Mercedes-Benz
Classic and featured here in this Summer
issue of Moto/ology.
For more on the legendary Rote Sau, see
https://www.rotesau.co.za.
Photo courtesy Grant Viljoen www.rotesau.co.za

A legend was made. AMG was regarded
as a force to be reckoned with.
In the 12 hour race at Paul Ricard in
France on September 11, 1971 the “Rote
Sau” (or Red Sow) as it was now known
had a less than stellar showing. The race
was divided into two 6-hour heats and the
best AMG could manage was a 15th place
qualifying spot in the first six hour heat and
a DNF in the race. In the second heat, they
finished, but well back in 11th place. A very
interesting thing about this event was the
entry of a second, giant AMG Mercedes 6.8
liter sedan that was fielded by a privateer,
Klaus Behrmann. This car was painted in
silver, just like the “Silber Sau”. The silver
car managed to finish 5th in the first heat
and DNF’d in the second.
Rule changes at the end of the 1971
season disallowed engines over 5 liters in
the Touring Car Series, thus eliminating the
big-engined 300SEL’s from competing. All
they were eligible for was a couple of further
endurance events which were undertaken
in 1972. The Rote Sau was entered in the
1972 Nürburgring 24 hours but DNF’d
with a locked diff with the whole program

THBOO NO
E 2 KIN W
022 G
SEAFOR
SO
N!

MOTORCYCLING
ADVENTURES!
All-inclusive motorcycle tours!
Based out of Ontario, Canada, we’re offering enthusiasts
a drive with a difference! We’re providing a “You-Ride”
motorcycle touring service! The tours vary in length and
included in the price is a fully serviced and prepared bike,
preliminary instructions, seasoned tour guides, meals and
virtually everything you’ll need to enjoy your time on two
wheels exploring some of the most beautiful areas and roads
on the continent!
Watch future issues of Moto/ology for our report on this
intriguing new adventure!
For information right now, contact Prestige World Ride at:
info@prestigeworldride.com
And check out their website at: www.prestigeworldride.com
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EPIC JOURNE
PART 2 THE WA

Story and photos by Ken VanWyck Moto|ology Contributor.

View from the saddle: On to Stu

A

rriving at Zion Harley Davidson Motorcycle there
were already many Sharkweek attendees present. (I
should mention this rally is a gathering of riders of
Harley-Davidson Road Glides, known as “sharks” due to the
shape of their fairings.) We met up through an online forum
found on the World Wide Web. This was the third year of the
event and each year it’s grown. Year one there were 65 of us on

48

our Harley’s. This year we more than doubled that number with
about 150 registrants. Road Glide riders came from all across
North America. New York, Kentucky, Florida, Texas, and from
British Columbia to Quebec and all points in between. There was
even a member from Alaska!
After a quick burger and beverage courtesy of the dealership,
we scooted to our hotel in St. George, Utah. Many other riders
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EY WEST
AY BACK

urgis and home!
had already checked in. The parking lot was roped off for
motorcycles only and there was a sun shelter set up with
coolers full of icy cold refreshments. Our luggage was quickly
unpacked after checking in and we began to renew friendships
over a couple of cold ones with our road brothers and sisters.
Organized events and tours for the next couple of days were
discussed and everyone enjoyed a relaxing time cooling off
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by the hotel pool. It was HOT! The next day we headed for the
Grand Canyon via Zion National Park. The ride to Zion National
Park from St. George is only about an hour but it was still KSU
(kickstands up) early, right after breakfast.
The Road Glide Rally crew were up early and ready to roll
after a full-on breakfast sponsored by our host hotel. They went
above and beyond for us. Aside from bacon and eggs (any style)
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they had biscuits and gravy, pancakes,
waffles, fresh fruits, cereal, yogurt
and even freshly made-to-order Eggs
Benedict. This group of bikers “eat to ride
and ride to eat”! With all of us fed and the
bikes fueled, we lined up for the group
tour to the canyon. It was early in the day,
but the heat was already building. Once
we got rolling it seemed it became hotter
by the minute. The air temp thermometer
on my bike was sitting rock solid at 105°
F for most of our time in Utah. Now I
have to tell you, when it’s this hot on a
motorcycle, riding at highway speeds, in
the blazing sun, it’s about as refreshing
as sitting in front of your hot oven with
the door open—we had to be sure to
stay hydrated. We entered Zion Park
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mid-morning and were able to take our
time exploring and taking in the natural
beauty of the canyons, switchback roads
and tunnels. Any time we could find a
shady spot for a pull-off we would stop for
photo-ops and quench our thirst. I always
travel with a small soft-sided cooler
strapped to the back seat to carry water
and ice. At the end of the road through
Zion National Park we stopped at the Mt.
Carmel junction of Hwy 9 and 89 for the
most amazing home-made pies at the
Thunderbird Restaurant, established in
1931. The sign out front has a very vintage
look. It’s colourful and neon-lit, claiming
they are “HOME OF THE HO-MADE
PIES”. Hey, I don’t make this stuff up—
true story. When there’s a pack of maybe
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80 motorcyclists arriving for a slice of pie
it becomes quite a spectacle. Our rally
organizers had pre-arranged our visit, so
they were prepared. Everyone was served
some fresh “HO-MADE” pie in short
order! Refreshed and topped up with fuel,
we rolled out south on Hwy 89A headed
for the North Rim of the Grand Canyon.
The road ran fairly straight after the
Thunderbird Restaurant, slightly gaining
in grade until the barren dirt and rocks of
the desert-like terrain gave way to green,
lush pine forests. Now we enjoyed some
long, sweeping curves mixed with tight,
winding two-lane roads through the
trees. It was slightly cooler riding through
the intermittent shade and the smell of
pine was intoxicating. It was as if the kind
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of pine air freshener you hang from the
rearview mirror of your car was hanging
under my nose. I’ve never experienced
anything like it before, or since.
It was early afternoon when we
arrived at the Grand Canyon, North Rim
visitor center. As we rolled up the long,
gravel driveway toward the parking lot,
I quickly scoped out a place to park my
motorcycle in the shade just outside the
centre. The sheer size of mature pine
trees surrounding the parking lot area
and lining the multiple pathways was
impressive. As silly as it sounds, I couldn’t
help but hug the closest tree near to me.
Imagine the sight of this weathered biker
wrapping his arms and legs around a tree.
I don’t know why I did it. I’m not a tree
hugger per se, but it really
was grounding and made
me feel connected to nature.
This place seemed magical.
Our group spent the next
couple of hours exploring the
views from the all the paths
and look-out points around
this side of the canyon. I
knew the Grand Canyon
was big and I expected to
be impressed by its size, but
I was not prepared for the
impact it had on me when
I saw it with my own eyes.
It was HUGE! ’Way more
impressive than I had ever
imagined. Pictures, movies
and stories do not do justice
for just how big this place
is! It’s about a mile deep
and averages 10 miles in
width. The Colorado river
runs through the bottom
of the canyon—the same
river we rode beside in the
Colorado Rockies. Here it is
300 feet wide while back in
Colorado it was only maybe
50 to 100 feet wide in some
parts. There is a group of
beautiful log cabins for rent
at the North Rim and we
considered looking into
putting our name down
for one. Unfortunately for
us they’re rented a year or
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two in advance. I imagined a morning
coffee while sitting on the front porch
overlooking the canyon. The porch was
so close to the edge, you could literally
spit in the canyon from it. Check out the
Grand Canyon Lodge online for details. It
would be the trip of a lifetime and I highly
recommend it.
Once we finished exploring this “biggest
tourist attraction in the world”, we turned
the bikes around and meandered back
to our hotel room in St. George to share
our stories of adventures and discoveries
with all our riding buddies. The next day
would be more leisurely and laid back
as we chose to lounge around the pool.
My riding buddy and I decided to make
a quick side-trip to the Arizona/Nevada
border for a photo-op and beer run. After
our return to the hotel, we resumed our
poolside lounging and planned our next
day’s departure for Sturgis and the big
motorcycle rally.
Enjoying the camaraderie and mingling
with all the other Sharkweek attendees in
the hotel parking lot (which we dubbed
Shark Alley), we soon found more friends
that were also headed for Sturgis. Six of us
pulled out our maps and plotted the most
agreeable route back home via the rally.
Knowing Sturgis, SD. was our next main
destination, our group researched points of
interest along the way. The Grand Tetons
mountain range, Yellowstone National
Park and Beartooth Pass easily made the

short list. All we needed now were a few
tanks of fuel, a sense of adventure, the
sun on our shoulders and the wind at our
backs. That’s what riding motorcycles is
all about. It’s not just the destination at the
end of the ride, it’s the ride itself. Getting
to share experiences with like-minded
people is priceless.
Two of us rode in—six rode out.
Leaving any rally is always difficult, but
after spending three days with our Road
Glide friends and family it’s always with
heartfelt sadness knowing many of us
wouldn’t meet again for at least another
year. There’s usually some parking
lot banter, pranks and laughs before
departure. Jokes and harmless teasing—
one lucky dude had his bike sprinkled
with coloured confetti, streamers and
balloons. This was done after he had
packed his bike for the ride home and
went into the hotel for breakfast. Thirty
minutes later he came out and discovered
that spectacle waiting. His grinning
brother that pulled the prank was
standing next to the victim’s bike. Each
year these two always try to outdo the
practical jokes on one another.
Saying our farewells and pointing the
front wheels for I-15 north, our group of
six rolled out two by two by two. As we left
the city of St. George and went out onto
the interstate, our Harleys steadily revved
in unison, shifting gears at the same time
as if we were one big 12-wheeled iron
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machine. Pulling like a freight train and
settling into the posted highway speed
limits we looked forward to our planned
7-hour ride to Idaho Falls.
Our lunch stop would be in Linden,
Utah 4 hours later. More specifically,
at Timpanogos Harley-Davidson. This
architecturally-interesting building is
constructed entirely of reclaimed steel
salvaged from local train bridges and
demolished factories built during the local
industrial revolution. It is a quirky nod
to the past. Some of the steel components
in the structure date back to the 1870s.
This dealership has a very cool vibe—our
ride leader had stopped here many times
before and said they have the best burgers
and fries anywhere and they certainly did
not disappoint. I have to say the restaurant
set-up at this dealership is full on! After
we ate, we jumped back on our bikes
and continued our trip north on I-15.

Traffic was surprisingly light for a Friday
afternoon and the ride was laid back and
uneventful for the rest of the day—just
sunshine and smiles for miles. Our sixpack of riders turned in for the night at a
hotel in Idaho Falls. Tomorrow we’d ride
across more mountains, go through more
valleys, visit Yellowstone National Park,
navigate Beartooth Pass and end the day at
a campground in Red Lodge, Montana.
Mornings are my absolute favourite time
of day. See the sunrise, load the bike, check
the weather and the map over breakfast.
Our ride out to see the Grand Tetons
Mountain range was so refreshing! We’d
glide over hills and backroads, through
forests and small towns. We went through
Jackson Hole, Wyoming and saw the most
impressive archway made of what I think
were Elk antlers—I wish I’d grabbed a
snapshot. The hills and trees soon gave way
to open plains and crystal clear lakes and

The Timpanogos Harley-Davidson motorcycle dealership in Linden, Utah is an
architectural tour-de-force — and they have a danged fine on-site restaurant as well!
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streams. It was the perfect setting to roll down
the highway next to the Grand Tetons. The
sky was a rich vibrant blue dotted with bright
white clouds. This was indeed God’s country.
Up, over and around the Grand Tetons
brought us to Yellowstone National Park, home
of “Old Faithful”, the geyser that’s the official
timekeeper of earth’s molten magma core—
and it popped right on time! I was surprised
how noisy it was and the amount of energy
expended to propel the geyser stream 180
feet in the air! Leaving Yellowstone, we rode
through Mount Washburn where the remnants
of the devastating forest fire of 1988 are still
visible. Almost 80,000 acres of wilderness was
decimated over the course of several months.
After Yellowstone and enjoying some
traffic jams caused by a herd of bison, we
rode through some “big sky country”. Cattle
ranchers let their livestock roam free on the
rangeland here—no fences. Crossing a twolane bridge with a sweeping right-hand curve
Left: A herd of bison further on down the road was the cause
of a few traffic back-ups as we left Yellowstone National
Park. Below: Approaching Yellowstone via the Grand Teton
mountains makes an amazing sight!
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at highway speeds gets even more exciting when there’s a herd
of cows crossing it as well! We all saw them in time and easily
avoided them as we rounded the bend, but wow, what a surprise!
As the day grew long so did the grade on our asphalt freeway.
The road began to show us long, sweeping switchbacks with our
ears popping at every couple of turns due to the rise in elevation.
The very top is at 3,337 meters. By the time we got there, it was
getting late in the day and becoming cold and windy. We all
donned our leathers—gloves, chaps and all. Scarves fashioned
from bandanas and sweatshirts under our jackets were required.
It was the beginning of August but up here there were still large
patches of snow left from the last winter. Night-time temps at the
summit are only 1°C, so it’s no surprise there’s still evidence of
last winter’s snow.
It was time to get off this mountain, so we cruised down the
north side as the sun began setting. The deeper into the valley
towards Red Lodge, Montana we went, the darker it got. We
found our campground just in time. We pitched our tents, had
dinner and tucked in for the night.
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We were amazed and astounded with the grand vista of the Beartooth Pass as we
rode down through the mountains for our overnight stay in Red Lodge, Montana.
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Above: Me taking in the Grand Tetons from the road. Main picture:
“Big Sky Country” where the local ranchers let the cattle roam free
on the range. When driving or riding, you must be prepared for the
possibility of cattle on the road, or bridges!
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The next morning we arrived in Sturgis and our buddy
who was leading us promptly took us to his aunt Betty’s place,
located on LaZalle Street. We had made arrangements with
her to pitch our tents in her side yard for a very reasonable
fee. I chose a perfect spot next to an apple tree. It was only
one block from the main street where all the action is. We’d
stay here two nights before heading home. We grabbed some
lawn chairs and a cooler full of icy cold beer and sat next to
the sidewalk where we could watch and enjoy the spectacle
before us. It was like a parade going in both directions.
Riders coming and going between downtown and local
campgrounds. We witnessed custom motorcycles, costumed
riders wearing wild head gear and lovely women adorned
with Mardi Gras beads. Clearly, we could see how some had
acquired so many beads! There were buses to shuttle the party
revelers back and forth from campgrounds to the main street
where the endless, iconic lines of motorcycles were parked,
filling several city blocks. Even the local police seemed to
enjoy themselves, being quite friendly while still keeping
order. Our two days here went fast. A blur of chrome, beer
and music from the bars!
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A shady “Bike Corral” in Sturgis offered a
secure and cool place to park your motorcycle.

“

It was time to get off this mountain, so we cruised down
the north side as the sun began setting. The deeper into the valley
towards Red Lodge, Montana we went, the darker it got.
SUMMER 2021

”
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Sturgis was the last hurrah of this epic
journey. The rest of our ride would take
three days and we’d be home. After a night
in Austin, Minnesota we bid farewell to
our tour guide of the last few days and his
partner. Then the four remaining riders
passed through Wisconsin and we spent a
night in the upper peninsula of Michigan
before crossing back into Canada at the
border at Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. Our
plan was for the four of us to ride back to
my home 7 hours from the “Soo”. It was a
warm, calm day with very few clouds. Traffic
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was steady but backed up periodically due
to bridge construction or rock blasting for
highway improvements, so our progress
was a bit slow. Perhaps we pushed a bit too
hard for the last day as one of our riders
went down. Luckily, she only received minor
injuries. Her beautiful bike, a 2008 Harley
Davidson Heritage Softail Classic in the
105th Anniversary Edition colours of copper
and black, however was a write-off . Here’s
how it happened...
We were about an hour west of Sudbury,
Ontario and I was leading the pack, sticking
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to the posted speed limit and not taking
any chances following a lumber truck at
a safe distance. A road sign indicated a
passing lane only two kilometres away, so
I chose that as my opportunity to safely
get around the truck. The road began a
slight incline as the passing lane opened
up. The truck kept to the right lane
giving me a perfectly clear view of a long,
left-hand sweeping curve with a steady
uphill grade. I checked my mirrors for
my group behind me. All in position and
keeping up with me, they also knew this
was the safest place to pass. I signaled my
intention and rolled on the throttle easily
passing the slowing lumber wagon as we
ascended. Out in the passing lane with
no oncoming traffic, a clear view ahead
and the truck behind me I could see the
end of the split lanes approaching, but
when I checked for my entourage behind
me I discovered I was alone. I got a lump
in my throat, pulled over and prepared
to turn around. No sign of my group as
the lumber track rolled passed me—a car
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behind him pulled up and said I’d lost one
of my riders! My heart sank. As I raced
back down the hill I was imagining all
sorts of scenarios—what had happened
and what I would see? None of it was good.
To my astonishment I saw all four riders
standing calmly on the shoulder of the
road, looking down into the ditch. Only
three bikes were parked on the side of the
road, however. The fourth bike was buried
so deeply into the bulrushes I couldn’t see
it until I pulled off to the side and joined
my friends. Her bike was standing up in
the deep grass, held upright by the swamp
bog and thick bullrushes. I checked with
the rider and aside from some stiffness
and minor abrasions from sliding down
the gravelly edge of the shoulder, she was
OK. Her bike, however, was totaled—bent
handlebars, footrests, and front end.
The front wheel was twisted, and the
windshield smashed. Not a straight bracket
could be found—this is where you count
your blessings and thank God for watching
over us. Where she went down was the
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only soft spot for a couple kilometres
in either direction. Only a few hundred
metres either way it was solid granite rock
cuts carved out for the highway. We called
for a wrecker and reported the incident to
the police. After almost an hour later, we
were down to three bikes and four riders.
Our now-bikeless girl hopped on the back
of her boyfriend’s bike and followed the
tow truck into Sudbury where they would
stay the night and sort out their plans to
get back to their home in Quebec.
Our plans changed from a celebration
that night to just being grateful we were
all safe and home. The rider who crashed
her bike got her insurance settlement and
bought a brand new gorgeous, Aztec Pearl
Heritage Softail—she hopped right back
on and continued riding! She wasn’t about
to let a totaled bike keep her from doing
what she loves.
It’s a good reminder to never drive
faster than your angels can fly!
That’s my view from the saddle for now.
Stay safe!
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You provide the comfy chair

We’ll provide the books
The Armchair Motorist has been serving
the national and international
automobile book market for over 50
years with “New and Out of Print”
materials. A large “in stock” inventory of
over 6,000 books on automobiles,
racing, biographies and historical
materials are available for the enthusiast
via the internet or by appointment for
viewing. Occasional collections on
aircraft, trains and boats also are carried

armchair motorist
Automotive and other fine books
SUMMER 2021

but not stocked in quantity. The stock
mainly deals with books, not manuals,
but some rare technical items do show
up and are inventoried. Inquiries are
invited for such technical material and
“want lists” are maintained. A search
service is offered with nearly 100%
success on many rare volumes. A large
inventory is maintained on most import
vehicles with marques such as Alfa
Romeo, Bugatti, Porsche, MG, Aston
Martin, Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Ferrari,
Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz, and of course
the “Big Three” Ford, GM and Chrysler.
Small marques are well represented with
stock from Abarth to Zagato.
Check out our inventory at:
www.ArmchairMotorist.com
Phone enquiries to 416 727 0441
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THE MAGNIFICENT
MISS SUPERTESTS
The legendary racing boats of Canada’s own
petroleum company

Culminating in the astounding Miss Supertest III that won the coveted
Harmsworth Trophy a record 3 years in a row, these fabulous racing hydroplane
put Canada on the international map in powerboat racing.
Story & photos by Tim MIller, Moto|ology Contributor

P

erhaps the second most recognizable watercraft in Canadian
history are the unlimited racing powerboats named Miss
Supertest. Next to the Bluenose schooner on the Canadian 10cent coin, the Miss Supertest III brought international fame and glory to
Canada in the late 1950s and early 1960s.
These racing machines had the biggest and baddest engines of
anything racing at the time. Powerboats in the unlimited racing class
were powered by Allison and Rolls-Royce aero engines in an era when
more cubic inches was the only sure way to make more power.
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These powerboats all had names, like Miss Bardahl,
Miss Thriftway, and Miss Wahoo, but the most famous
of these boats was the Canadian entry Miss Supertest,
piloted by Bob Hayward, it brought home the prestigious
Harmsworth Trophy to Canada, an honour that had eluded
this country for 56 years.
Named after British newspaper magnate Alfred
Harmsworth, this international competition began in 1903
with a race in Ireland and continued throughout Great
Britain, Europe, and the U.S. At mid-century, John and
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Main Picture: The company bought the already competitive Miss Canada
IV and renamed it Miss Supertest for their family-owned oil company. This
was succeeded by the Miss Superstest II in 1954. Above: A familiar sight in
Canada from the 1950s through the start of the ’70s was the bright orange
Supertest Logo. Below: The Supertest Petroleum Company operated an
extensive chain of service stations in Canada for nearly 50 years until they
were absorbed into the giant Petro-Canada conglomerate set up by the
government in the late ’70s. Supertest was well known and highly regarded
for the distinctive architectural style of many of their retail outlets.

es

James Thompson of London, Ontario had
set their sights on the trophy, and their
goal was achieved in 1959. And in 1960.
And in 1961.
In 1950 the Thompsons bought Harold
Wilson’s Miss Canada IV and renamed
the boat Miss Supertest in honour of
Supertest Petroleum, the family-owned
oil company. In 1954 the 7000-pound
Miss Supertest II was built. She was
31-feet long, 12-feet wide, and powered
by a V-12 Rolls-Royce Griffon aircraft
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engine stuffed into her hull. This engine of 2240 cubic inches developed about 2000
horsepower and was used in many British aircraft, including later versions of the world
famous Spitfire fighter plane. Rolls-Royce built this engine in various guises from 1933
until 1955.
In 1957 Miss Supertest II captured the world speed record with a 184.400-mph
posting, breaking a seven-year record.
And it was at this time that Bob Hayward, a Southern Ontario farmer and part-time
drag racer from Embro, Ontario signed on as a crew member. Two years later Hayward
brought the Harmsworth Trophy to Canada racing on the Detroit River with a new
boat, the Miss Supertest III.
Hayward and the Thompsons repeated their success in 1960 with the racing held
on a 45-mile course at Long Reach in Lake Ontario’s Bay of Quinte near the town of
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Picton. In 1961, the competition was no match for the team when
the races were once again held on the northern shores of Lake
Ontario.
“Smooth singing Miss Supertest III had her numerals engraved
in the book of motorboat racing records as the first of the
unlimited hydroplanes ever to rack up three consecutive World
Championships,” read an August 1961 newspaper account of the
event. “She clinched her 1961 victory yesterday with a throttleback victory over Miss Detroit, the United States challenger for
the Harmsworth Trophy.”
The Allison-powered Miss Detroit with Chuck Thompson at
the controls had over-heating problems as Hayward cruised to
Left: The incredible Miss Supertest III undergoing shakedown trials with Bob
Hayward at the helm. The enormity of the Rolls-Royce Griffin aero-engine can
be readily seen in this view. Far Left: Dapper Bob Hayward flashes a winning
smile from the cockpit of the Miss Supertest III. Below: Hayward cut his
racing teeth as a hotrodder in the early ’50s. Here he takes off on a run down
the dragstrip in his rather primitive home-made slingshot rail,“The Rickshaw”.
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take the best of three 15-lap heats. Hayward hit about 160 mph
down the course’s straights with Miss Supertest III averaging a
speed of just over 100 mph for the event.
“I went out there with the idea of getting out in front and
staying there,” Hayward said after the race. “It was the easiest
Harmsworth I’ve ever raced because it was the slowest.” In the
1960 race he had posted laps at 116 mph.
Tragically, the 33-year-old Hayward was killed in September
of 1961 in the Silver Cup Regatta on the Detroit River in the
older Miss Supertest II. While racing through the first turn of
the second heat when he flipped and rolled over trying to get
between two competitors. He was killed instantly, according to a
press report of the time.

The Thompsons retired from racing soon after.
Miss Supertest II was recovered from the river but was later
lost to a fire. Miss Supertest III was displayed at the Ontario
Science Center for many years until it was taken under the
protection of the Canadian Motorsport Hall of Fame. This
famous boat was honoured with a commemorative Canadian
postal stamp in 2011. Miss Supertest III is presently enshrined
in the Canadian Sports Hall of Fame and ownership is presently
in private hands. It has been displayed at vintage boat shows in
Ontario after undergoing some cosmetic restorations.
Bob Hayward was inducted into the Canadian Motorsport
Hall of Fame in 2000 and a stretch of water at the Long Reach
Bay has been renamed Hayward Long Reach.

Above left: Another shot of Bob Hayward’s very simple dragster known as “The Rickshaw”. We have no idea how successful he was with this
particular car. Main photo: Bob Hayward as he’s best remembered: that captivating smile though his blistered perspex facemask, his typically
Canadian plaid shirt under one of the puffy life-jackets of the day, all ready to set more records in the iconic Miss Supertest.
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Racing News • Images •Motorsports Consulting
Images and content are being added regularly — check out the
Gladiator Road Racing Website at:
http://www.gladiatorroadracing.ca
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Photo courtesy Wikipedia Commons

BCATP
INTO
THE
PAST
Student Pilots at RCAF Penfold, Alberta enjoy a moment of
camaraderie posing together on a North American Harvard.

Story by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher

I

n the early years of the Second World War, when the United
States was still trying to stay neutral, there were several
instances where the axis powers took actions that tested the
resolve of the Americans to “stay out of it”. President Franklin
D. Roosevelt and many of his fellow American citizens were
sympathetic to the plight of the allied nations and vowed that the
U.S. would be the “Arsenal of Democracy” and help by providing
arms and limited support. “All help short of war” was the credo.
It was also around this time that the England and her beleaguered
allies were suffering massive attacks from the Luftwaffe and
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recognizing that they were vastly outnumbered, they realized they’d
need an immense training program to put thousands of pilots and
crew into aircraft to carry the fight back to the enemy. With this in
mind, the “British Commonwealth Air Training Plan” was born.
As most of Europe was either under the direct control of the axis
and the UK was constantly under attack, a safe location for the bulk
of “The Plan” was sought. The first two places to rise to the top of
the list were the Commonwealth countries of Australia and Canada.
At the time, both were relatively safe from direct attack and both
had vast territories where facilities could be set up discreetly.
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The British Commonwealth Air Training Plan was instituted early in World War II to provide England and her struggling allies with air
and ground crew personnel. “The Plan” found its most successful home in Canada and over the war years produced vast numbers
of pilots, navigators, bomb-aimers, gunners, wireless radio operators and observers. Along with some supporting ground crews they
carried the fight to the axis powers during some of the war’s darkest times.

Tooling around
Ontario, Canada in
search of one of the
Second World War’s
most ambitious
schemes...

I’ll deal mostly with the Canadian
program in this article as it was the
largest and its remaining facilities are the
nearest and easiest to access in the present
COVID-limited situation. Remember,
however, there were similar initiatives
being undertaken to different degrees all
over the Commonwealth.
In Canada, the program really
flourished. Ready access to U.S. industry
and manufacturers presented an
opportunity to draw on the capabilities,
expertise and massive production
potential south of the border. There
was a support infrastructure already in
place that included a reasonably welldeveloped domestic aircraft industry
that could produce much of the required
training craft. Along with this was an
intercontinental rail system that could
quickly and efficiently move personnel
and goods overland from station to station.
Canada’s varying seasons and extremes
of climate were also seen as a bonus and

embraced as a means of familiarizing
flight crews with the different demands of
the world-wide theatres of operations.
The entire plan was put into effect
in a very short time with an agreement
between the RAF, RCAF, leaders of the
Commonwealth participants and the
Canadian government of Prime Minister
William Lyon Mackenzie King being
signed in December 1939. By April 1940,
new airfield facilities were springing up
all across Canada and started to crank out
trained flyers within months. The plan
produced 635 graduate aircrew in 1940,
then an astonishing 14,182 the following
year! Many of the fledgling aircrew
recruits came from the occupied countries
in Europe and other threatened countries.
There was also a substantial sympathetic
contingent of volunteers coming from the
United States. So it was, in the summer
of 1940, air bases began springing up
all across the country. Recruitment and
initial indoctrination facilities popped

Photos courtesy Wikipedia Commons

Main: Oshawa Municipal airport today. In its WWII heyday it was known as No. 20 Elementary
Flying Training School (EFTS). The students here would have been flying in elementary types
such as the DH Tiger Moth and Fleet (Fairchild) Cornell basic trainers, not the more advanced
Harvards like the one I was fortunate enough to capture in the shot! (Photo by Doug Switzer)
Below: an example of the DH 82 Tiger Moth elementary trainer, this particular aircraft being a
“Canadianized” DHC-82C featuring the perspex cockpit canopy enclosure which made the “C”
models much more comfortable in the northern winters. Tiger Moths were fully aerobatic, yet
very forgiving in their nature making them easy to fly and the perfect aircraft for
fledgling pilots to learn their basic skills.
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up in Toronto, Montreal, Vancouver and
other cities while “ab initio” basic training
camps were established in almost every
province. Several types of actual schools
were established to evaluate and facilitate
the need for different disciplines and crew.
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Flight training courses for pilots, navigators,
bombardiers, gunners and flight engineers
were all developed and established. There
was even a program to train and procure
ground crew and support personnel. It
seemed as though the designers of the
program had thought of almost everything.
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Above: The Fairchild Cornell was another
elementary trainer built under licence for
the RCAF by the Fleet Aircraft Company
in Fort Erie, Ontario. Also known as a
“Primary Trainer”, they were given the
designation PT-19 in the U.S. service.
Below: Another elementary trainer that
saw extensive use in the BCATP was the
radial-engined Fleet Finch.
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The ubiquitous North American Harvard, (or SNJ, or Texan as it was known in the U.S.) was the
When the U.S. formally entered the war
most numerous allied advanced trainer in the war years and actually soldiered on well into the later
after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor at
decades with many armed forces as their preferred trainer. It is fully aerobatic and just difficult
the end of 1941, the U.S. military established
enough to fly as to keep its students on their toes and prepare them for the more advanced hightheir own flight training programs. Many
performance aircraft like the Hurricane, Spitfire and P-51 Mustang.
of the U.S. volunteers from the BCATP
returned to their homeland to become
An Instructor and student discuss their recent lessons in front of Harvard trainers on the flight line
instructors and many of the techniques
at RCAF Uplands near Ottawa. Pilots often remarked that the Harvard was easily recognized by the
“snarl” of its engine when throttled up. In actuality, the distinctive noise was generated by the tips of
established by the Commonwealth plan
the prop blades as they approached supersonic speeds!
were incorporated into the American flight
training syllabus.
Meanwhile, the actual airbases that
were built all around Canada were gearing
up and swinging into action. From the
elementary and basic training schools,
candidates were diverted into their required
disciplines. Those with the necessary
aptitudes and skills required were sent on
to flight training to become pilots. Those
with other skills would become navigators,
gunners, bomb-aimers, wireless (radio)
operators or flight engineers. All these
vocations were required in a modern air
force and there certainly would soon be a
need for all of them.
There were 231 BCATP facilities
established during the war years across
Canada and these were scattered all over
with many located in the province of
Ontario. There was a major recruitment
and administrative facility in Toronto

72

MAGAZINE

HAPPENINGS • HISTORY • HUMOUR • HELP

For information and background on vintage
Feather Craft Boats be sure to check out the
enthusiast’s website at: https://www.feathercraft.ne

The Flying Boatmen and their
fabulous Feather Crafts!

I

n 1953, Colonel Scott Fellows of
the U.S. Air Force was stationed at
the McGhee-Tyson Airforce Base
in Knoxville, Tennessee amid the many
lakes and rivers of the area. A creative kind of guy, he
envisioned the boating equivalent to the popular airshow
acts of the time and decided it would be a good idea to “put
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BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT THESE
FASCINATING
WEBSITES!

on a show”, but on water. He formed the Flying Boatmen
Club and recruited a few members.
For the fascinating history of The Flying Boatmen
demonstration team and their Feather Craft boats visit the
commemorative Facebook site at:

https://www.facebook.com/flyingboatmen/
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and a large airfield base in Downsview.
This installation included a substantial
materiel and warehousing complex while
the other side of the airfield was shared
with The De Havilland Aircraft of Canada
manufacturing plant where various
military training aircraft were produced.
Tiger Moth basic training biplanes, along
with Avro Anson twin-engine bombardier,
wireless and navigation trainers were
produced and serviced here. Later in the
war, De Havilland geared up production of
the awesome Mosquito multi-role aircraft
and over a thousand were made at the
Downsview facility.
The No. 1 Elementary Flight Training
School was located nearby in Malton,
Ontario and this facility after the war years
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went on to become Toronto’s main airport,
Pearson International. The EFTS at the
Malton airfield also shared the runways
with the Victory Aircraft plant where Avro
Anson trainers and the mighty Lancaster
bombers were produced before the company
became Avro Canada.
In Oshawa, Ontario, the No. 20
Elementary Flight Training School was
built and students learned their preliminary
flying skills on De Havilland Tiger Moth
and Fairchild Cornell aircraft. Like quite
a few BCATP bases since the war years,
the Oshawa field has grown and developed
into a modern, thriving municipal airport
catering to private pilots and business
travellers. Oshawa is fortunate, however
that the modern development left some of
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A British Avro Anson Trainer similar to the type
used by the BCATP for multi-engine training.
The type was also widely used for bombardier,
navigation and wireless/radio operator training.

the original wartime buildings intact and
today they can still be seen and the south
end of the airfield is home to a Military
museum and Remembrance park.
Another interesting EFTS was established
on the grounds of the St. Catharines Flying
Club airfield just outside St. Catharines,
Ontario, near Niagara Falls.
At the urging of the Club’s President,
an EFTS was set up there in late summer
of 1940 and operated until early 1944
whereupon it became the home of the
RCAF’s No.4 Wireless Operating Squadron
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Approximately 119 North American NA54 two-seat trainers that were originally part of an order for the French Forces were absorbed into the CATP
when France fell to the Germans. Named the Yale by the CATP, the craft were similar to the Harvard, but with fixed landing gear and less power.

through the end of the war. Out of almost
After their initial recruitment, trainees
From there they would be sent on to
2500 student candidates that attended St.
spent 4 weeks in a general “Manning
4 weeks of initial training that included
Catharines, 1848 graduated. One of the
Depot” where they were familiarized with
marching drills and discipline, physical
students of note that trained here was the
what was expected of them in military life.
fitness training, courses in aeronautics and
American volunteer, John Gillespie Magee
The Link Trainer or “Blue Box” was actually the world’s first flight simulator. It mimicked flight attitudes
Jr., the author of the well-known poem
when “flown” by the student inside. An outside instructor simulated emergency situations and graded
High Flight.
how the student handled them. They were also very useful teaching instrument flying techniques.

EVALUATION AND TRAINING
Immediately after the raw recruits were
inducted into the program they would
be interviewed at length and evaluated
for their most likely path to success. Not
everyone could become pilots as there was
an intense need for other aircrew as well.
The preliminary evaluations would decide
if the candidate showed prowess in actual
piloting or would be better suited to an
occupation like navigation, gunnery or
bomb-aiming.
This winnowing of the applicants at
an early stage is one of the main reasons
for the efficiency of the program. Time
was generally not wasted trying to put
someone where they clearly didn’t belong.
Everyone was slotted into the occupation
where they could be the most use and
could quickly achieve success based on
their observed talents and strengths.
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countries had little or no aviation facilities
in 1939. Canada, for example had perhaps
30-odd airfields suitable for the massive
undertaking. By the conclusion of “The
Plan” in 1945, however, 231 sites including
more than 100 RCAF airfields had been
constructed in locations scattered across
Canada. These and other non-flying
facilities housed 107 “schools” and 184
supporting units that trained the various
aircrew. The program and accompanying
infrastructure that was put in place to
support this incredible undertaking helped
the country’s development immensely in
the post-war years. Canada was poised for
a boom in prosperity and a grand opening
up thanks to this enormous investment in
aviation.
In addition to the propensity of airfields
and “bricks and mortar” facilities, “The
Plan” had secured almost 11,000 aircraft
that were now part of the RCAF operations
making it the 4th largest allied air force at
the time and leading President Roosevelt
to proclaim Canada “The aerodrome of
democracy” in 1941.
The number of aircrew trained during
the plan’s operation is quite astonishing.
Over the war years, some 167,000 aircrew
took part in the program in Canada with
approximately 50,000 graduating as pilots.
Of the total almost 73,000 aircrew were
Canadian, over 42,000 were British, over
9,500 were Australian, just over 7,000 were
New Zealanders with more from the other
Commonwealth countries.

While the United States was formally
neutral at the start of the war, it’s also
interesting to note that almost 9000 U.S.
volunteers were trained in “The Plan” and
went on to combat units overseas. The
somewhat clandestine “recruitment” of
U.S. citizens to fight in the war under the
auspices of the RCAF or the RAF was a clear
violation of the U.S. Neutrality Act and was
frowned upon south of the border. Early on,
however, American lawmakers under the
direction of President Roosevelt proclaimed
that any volunteers were to be part of the
lend-lease program, making their status in
the foreign air services legal. They were also
exempted from the draft that was soon to be
implemented. The Commonwealth countries
also changed their oath of allegiance to the
crown (a violation of U.S. citizenship) to an
oath to abide by the rules of the military for
the duration of the war, or for the time the
individuals served. When America entered
the war after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor at the end of 1941, many American
volunteers were re-patriated back to the U.S.
Armed Forces while quite a few remained
and served out their duty in the RAF/RCAF.
Some of the returning BCATP graduates
became instructors for the U.S. military’s
training programs.
Be sure to see our follow-up article that
looks at some of the remaining airfields and
facilities of the British Commonwealth Air
Training Plan. Coming in the Fall issue of
Moto/ology! -Ed

Photo courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

the basics of navigation, along with some
time on the “Link” trainer.
After this period, the instructors
would have a pretty good idea who was
a promising candidate for which job and
where their talents would be best suited.
Those that made the cut to be pilots
would go on to elementary flight training
in basic trainers such as the Tiger Moth,
Finch or Cornell.
After 6 to 8 weeks of this basic training
they would be diverted on to single-engine
advanced trainers like the Harvard or
twin-engine aircraft like the Anson or
Cessna Crane. After completing 16 to 18
weeks of this advanced “Service” training,
the fledgling pilots would be moved on to
Operational Training Units (OTU’s) in a
theatre of operations. There they would
be again directed to fighters, bombers,
transports, maritime patrol aircraft, etc.
and given their postings.
Those who showed aptitude in other
areas would be diverted to navigational,
bomb-aimer, wireless (radio) operator or
observer and gunnery training.
Wireless and gunnery trainees would
spend a total of 28 weeks learning the
various techniques of operating the latest
radio equipment and becoming adept at
shooting moving targets from an aircraft
in flight. These lessons were typically
taught in aircraft like the Avro Anson or
Cessna Crane.
Observer/Bombardiers were taught
the nuances of gunnery, bomb-aiming,
target acquisition and identification over
a 3-month period before they were moved
on to their operational units.
The OTU’s also provided pilots for the
newly established “Ferry Command”
to fly the newly completed aircraft on
delivery flights from their factories in
North America to the various theatres of
action all over the world.
It should also be pointed out that
quite a few women were in the program
with many becoming ferry pilots upon
graduation.

AMAZING STATISTICS
The BCATP was started from almost
nothing but an agreement between the
Commonwealth countries. Most of these
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A restored Boeing-Stearman PT-17 like those used by some units of the BCATP. Some U.S. volunteer
graduates returned to the U.S. military to serve as instructors upon America's entry into the war.
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AUTUMN “LEAVES” AND MAYBE THE PANDEMIC AS WELL?
...AGAIN, WE’LL JUST HAVE TO
WAIT AND SEE!

Another 3 months and hopefully
not more disappointment. With the
vaccination process now well underway
here in Canada, we continue to have to
put up with some restrictions but there is
hope that soon things will take a turn for
the better. While our neighbours to the
south suffered much worse than us, they’re
seeing a steady return to normal with
increases in vaccinations and reductions
in infections. Meanwhile, things continue
to be challenging north of the border as
we gradually find and distribute enough
vaccines. Moto/ology will try to help take
away some of the boredom with more
stories of interest to our readers.

SOLVING SAP

We’ll have a play-by-play about getting
things back on track. Moto/ology
Publisher Doug Switzer is personally
picking up the gauntlet and addressing his
very own “Stalled and Abandoned Projects”
and will be reporting on his progress over
the summer months in our Moto/ology
Blog pages. You can review and rate his
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progress against your own endeavours. Let’s
see who does the best!

FLYING THINGS

More checking out the remnants of the
once-great BCATP! We’ll have pics and the
lo-down on more of the airports, aircraft
and other facilities left over from this
historic aviation program.

LOTS MORE FROM THE
LEFT COAST

There’s more photo-essays and stories
coming from Royce Rumsey, our western
contributor of magnificent motor-related
musings. More of Royce’s fabulous photos
and writings on activities in the sunny
southwest are in the works to brighten
things up in our coming issues!

MORE MOTORCYCLING?

The word is out to our intrepid 2-wheel
correspondants to bring us some more
fascinating stories and info on more bikerelated subjects. Watch for more stuff about
motorcycle touring and a treatise on twowheeled competition—both on track and
off-road!
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UP NEXT ISSUE

MORE BOAT STUFF

We’re going to look at the art of boatbuilding and restoration.
We’ll be working on some interviews and
insights with folks in the know about how to
not only restore some beautiful boats, but also
how to go about actually building the things
from scratch! That should keep us pleasantly
occupied for the cold months ahead!

MORE INTERVIEWS

John Wright has another one of his
fascinating interviews lined up. John reveals
his conversaions with folks past and present!
He’s got another project coming that he’s also
promised to clue us in on. We’ll see what it’s
all about.

FEEDBACK!

We’ll be featuring some more comments
from our readers! Check them out and by
all means please send yours in! Speak out
and talk back to us! Make yourself heard!

AND MUCH MORE!

Watch for the Fall 2021 Issue of Moto|ology,
coming soon!
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