Sec

MAGAZINE

HISTORY • HAPPENINGS • HUMOUR • HELP

ond

Iss

SUMMER 2020

Ex-González 225 Vignale Ferrari Spider
Fangio’s illustrious Ferrari teammate owned this
delicious sports-racer

Keep With The Program:

Tim Miller's old Canadian race
programs take us back

Vintage
Racing Part II

ROBERTO GUERRERO:

Now that you’re “Licenced
to Thrill”, how do you pick
a ride?

F1, Indycar, NASCAR, Off-Road –
John Wright interviews a guy who’s
almost done it all.

HARRY GREENING

BIKE TRIP:

Taking two wheels around
town and across continents

A U T O
SUMMER 2020

•

Hamilton Yacht Club Founder
and powerboat-racing pioneer

A E R O

•

A Q U A

1

ue!

POWERFUL
CONNECTIONS

CONNECT WITH PICO
For over 50 years, Pico of Canada has been the preferred
source for reliable quality electrical connectors, and wiring
supplies. Pico offers one of the most extensive selections of
tools and accessories for the automotive aftermarket.
Whether your application is agricultural, industrial,
electronics, marine or in the construction trades, we
have the materials and devices that you need.
Look for Pico quality products at your
favourite store or visit
www.picocanada.com
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ight after we put our inaugural issue of Moto|ology
to bed, all hell broke loose and the COVID-19
crisis swept the world into a public health fiasco
prompting an unprecedented lockdown around the globe.
I have to shake my head as it seems all the forces of nature
are out to foil my plans, but I know it’s not just me, this is a
world-wide threat with far-reaching health, economic and
social implications that we’re up against. We’re all in this
strange situation together. COVID-19 has done this to us.
As I’m writing this from semi-isolation, (I have only my
wife to annoy) I yearn for the proper rights of spring when
we dig our “fun” vehicles out of hibernation and polish
them up in anticipation of glorious days of motoring in the
sunshine. Whether it involves the thrill of competition or
just “tooling around”– be it on two wheels or four or on
“laughter-silvered wings” or on the cool, shimmering water,
these are the vehicles that give us a release and bring us joy.
Well, this year it will all have to wait for a bit until we can all
be sure of our health and safety.
Other monumental changes have happened in the wake
of this global pandemic. Massive, prestigious international
sporting events, The Olympics, football, baseball, soccer,
hockey, tennis, golf, all motorsports, you name it, they’re all
either postponed, re-scheduled or cancelled outright.
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There’s also the sad passings of some legendary icons that
we have to bear. First that comes to mind is the amazing
Stirling Moss, who passed away at age 90 in early April after a
long illness (unrelated to the coronavirus, I might add). “Mr.
Motorsport” as he was known had raced in many events in
many types of cars and won almost half of the races he ran
in. This was in an era when almost fifty percent of racing
drivers failed to survive at all. He was indeed the most
successful and winning-est racer in Formula 1 to have never
won that championship. After a horrific accident that very
nearly claimed his life, he retired from active competition,
but remained a servant of the sport. He reported on events
and made personal appearances to promote and further the
prestige of racing, and while competing in many vintage
events into his 80’s, he still drove with commitment. Always
personable and a true gentleman, his services garnered him
first an OBE, then later a full knighthood. We’ll probably not
see another like him.
Meanwhile, here’s hoping the rest of the summer holds
better conditions than the spring has so far and we can all
get back to “normal” as soon as possible. Take good care of
yourselves, keep safe and thank-you.
Doug Switzer, Publisher

Up & Coming ....................................................Page 56
What’s up for our next issue

ABOUT OUR COVER

New Moto|ology contributor
Royce Rumsey sent in the story
and beautiful photography
for our feature article on the
fabulous 1953 Ferrari 255
Vignale Spyder. This delicious
sports-racer has quite a history
and was the car that featured in
the last photo taken of Ferrari
teammates Juan-Manual Fangio
and José Froilán González
together. Check out the
complete article on page 34.
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CHANGING TIMES...
Comment by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher
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part to the vastly improved technology we
now enjoy and continue to develop.
That said, I also appeciate looking back
and remembering where we have been. It
puts things in perspective and helps us to
understand what’s better now when you see
not only our previous achievements, but
also our many, stupid mistakes.
So, with that in mind, I’ve done up a
wee piece touching on the challenges and
changes the Canadian aerospace industry
is experiencing, specifically at the facilities
around Downsview, an ex-military airfield
in the northwest corner of Toronto,
Ontario and the traditional home of The
Dehavilland Aircraft of Canada company.
(See the story on Page 46 of this issue of
Moto|ology.)
The changes are many and have farreaching consequences, not only for the
technology involved, but also for the social
and economic impact they’ll have.
There’s actually a rich aerospace and
general technological tradition around

MAGAZINE

these parts and I’m hopeful it will not
become just a memory, but continue to
grow and develop and provide stimulation,
jobs and fulfillment for many generations
to come.
The other great aircraft manufacturing
plant in the Toronto area was that of the
Victory Aircraft Company, later AVRO
Canada out in Malton, another suburb
of Toronto and the location of Toronto’s
Pearson International Airport. AVRO
Canada were licenced manufacturers of
the British Lancaster bombers during
the years of the Second World War and
afterwards, they produced several groundbreaking aircraft for the Canadian military
and others including the ill-fated AVRO
Arrow supersonic interceptor.
Much has been written about the Arrow,
but in future issues we’ll try to shine some
light on other aircraft, other products, the
facilities and technical achievements of
various locales, along with a look into the
future of things.
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Racing News • Images •Motorsports Consulting
Images and content are being added regularly — check out the
Gladiator Road Racing Website at:
http://www.gladiatorroadracing.ca
rotubirtnoc ygolo/toM ,relliM noD yb otohP

often get accused of being oldfashioned and staid in my ways. I
admit I’m kind of a reminiscent type
in that I love my old cars, old planes, old
boats, old scotch, I even appreciate older
women! Don’t get me wrong, though, I also
appreciate the finer points of most of the
modern technology around us. My new
computer works a lot more reliably than my
first-gen Mac and it certainly sets a nicer
paragraph much easier than the clanking,
stinking, fuming, fire-spitting hot-lead
linotype machines I first saw in my early
days in the graphic arts industry. Also, let’s
remember that all modes of mechanized
travel, up to and including the first moon
landings were super-monumental tasks to
achieve with the technology of the time.
Many were not just difficult, but hilariously
dangerous. I look at the cockpit of a Spacex
Crew Dragon capsule and marvel at the
clean simplicity compared to the old Apollo
equipment. The dream of easier, safer access
to space will be realized due in no small

Photo courtesy the Marchant Family.

The older I get, the
more things seem to
change. Let’s hope it’s
for the better
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“...Sweet dreams and flying machines in pieces
on the ground...” — James Taylor, “Fire & Rain”

Compilation and photos by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher
The Airshow cicuit is just one of the many casualties of the coronavirus pandemic. Hopefully we can start to see things coming back soon. Already
there are a few events being planned for the late summer/early fall. Above: The London Airshow a couple pf years ago.

O

k. We get it. It’s been suggested that we just hit the
fast-forward or reset button on 2020 and start all over
again. If only it was that simple. While many, if not
all of the activities we looked forward to over the past winter
have either gone awry or gone away altogether, maybe we can
take solice in the fact that at least we’re alive and still able to be
thinking about this. So many aren’t.
As time goes by, there will be lots of finger-pointing and
ragging on about who did or didn’t do a good job and who (or is
that “WHO”?) is to blame. The fact remains that we were warned
several times dating back years ago that this could and would
happen. We collectively acknowledged this fact, then carried
on assuming someone else would address the threat. Now we’ve
paid and continue to pay for our complacency.
I’ve said to friends and aquantances time and again that this
whole COVID-19-thing isn’t really anything new. The “strain”
may be “novel”, but the effect is not. This isn’t the first “great
plague” that’s been visited on mankind with devastating results,
and I’ll bet anyone it certainly won’t be the last. We will get by
this and hopefully learn that we must be less aloof and more proactive. Those that lost their lives in this most recent pandemic
deserve to be honoured by our commitment to do more in the
future so others, our children and their children, don’t meet the
same fate. Life does go on, but we must see to it that it goes on
better. For everyone. What’s that Japanese industrial philosophy
of constant improvement? Kaizan... yeah, that’s it. That’s what we
have to do for our lives. All of us.
We’ve actually pulled together as a species better than we’ve
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done in many instances in the past. In spite of some reckless and
careless officials and some of our so-called “leaders” performing
in self-serving, inept and strange, some say dangerous ways—
“regular” people all over the world showed themselves for the
most part to be co-operative, respectful and in the case of frontline
workers, especially those in healthcare–compassionate, brave and
committed in their calling. We can draw inspiration from these
people and their deeds. They have served us well and will bring us
through. They deserve our respect, compassion and gratitude.
These people and those that have passed are combat veterans in a
war with a profound difference. It is a strange, inter-species war with
a microbial enemy that is not open to diplomacy or even discussion,
that cannot be negotiated with, or even reasoned with and is truly
out to get us. All of us. This is the war we must win and take lessons
from it on how to treat and interact in the future both with ourselves
and all life.
Due to the very fluid and uncertain nature of things over the next
few months, we cannot guarantee the accuracy of the information
below and urge you to check with the relevent organizers to assure
the latest, up-to-date status. Here’s a brief listing of some select
events along with their contact information...

THE CANADIAN
WARPLANE HERITAGE MUSEUM

At least we can still go boating. Here’s a shot in the scenic Thousand Islands of usptate New York.

International Airport in Mount Hope, Ontario will re-open in
early July and will once again be open year round, 7 days a week,
from 9 am to 5 pm with special conditions in effect for visitors.
(The number of visitors allowed in at any one time may be limited
and physical distancing must be observed so please be patient.)
They are closed on December 25th & 26th and January 1st only.
Note there are also closures for special private events so please be
sure to check their website at: https://www.warplane.com.
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JULY 18-19/2020
We’re skipping ahead a bit here to the July NASCAR races and
the first of that month’s 500-mile events. This race is to be held at
the Texas Motor Speedway in Fort Worth and should be a “must
see” for NASCAR medium-sized (1.5-mile) oval fans. For more
specific details and tickets, check their website at: https://www.
continued next page...

Checking, once again...
The latest situation on the worldwide isolation/lockdown
over the Novel Coronavirus pandemic looks grim, but
there may be light at the end of the tunnel. While we
are optimistic, at the present many events, venues and
functions are still either cancelled or under review. The
devastating effects of the COVID-19 pandemic on the U.S.
and elsewhere is sobering indeed. With a higher death toll
than that incurred in battle in either the VietNam War or
the First World War, the U.S. is suffering physically, socially
and economically and the influence on our future will be
far-reaching. This pandemic has affected the entire world.
As we stated previously, we urge everyone to check with the
organizers of these events for the latest on dates and status.
Here’s wishing you all good health and keep safe.

RE-OPENING JULY 11/2020
Canada’s premier warbird museum at Hamilton’s John C. Munro

MAGAZINE

NASCAR O’REILLY AUTO PARTS 500

Porsche 908.

SUMMER 2020
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NEW Photo needed?

this September weekend and is already
boasting entries from 62-teams making a
crowded field for this annual grand-daddy
classic of all endurance races. For more
details, dates and schedule, be sure to to
plan ahead and check the track website at:
https://www.lemans.org/en/24-hours-ofle-mans

ARSENAL OF DEMOCRACY
FLYOVER

texasmotorspeedway.com/events/o-reillyauto-parts-500-nascar-race-weekend/

2020 SUMMER CLASSIC
LE CIRCUIT MONT
TREMBLANT
JULY 23-26/2020
With the cancellation of the 2020 Spring
Classic and the postponement of the
2020 Sommet Des Légends to 2021, it’s
reassuring to see the Summer Classic back
on the schedule. This great weekend of
racing features the GT Challenge Series,
the Nissan Micra Cup, Formula Libre
and a variety of Vintage Racing classes.
The venue is nestled in the gorgeous
Laurentian Mountains north of Montréal
and east of Ottawa. For more details see:
https://lecircuit.com/portfolios/summerclassic/

PEBBLE BEACH CONCOURS
d’ELEGANCE AND THE
ROLEX MONTEREY
HISTORICS
CANCELLED: SEE AUGUST 12-15/2021
The Monterey Historic Race weekend
and the accompanying events at the
Pebble Beach Concours, etc. have been
dropped for 2020 and will be back in
2021. For more details and confirmation
of dates and next year’s schedule, be sure
to check the concours website at: https://
pebblebeachconcours.net
...and the race website at: https://www.
weathertechraceway.com/montereymotorsports-reunion-2021?utm_
source=whatsupmonterey.com&utm_
medium=referral
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THE GREAT WAR FLYING
MUSEUM
CLOSED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
As of this writing, this small museum at
the Brampton-Caledon Airport northwest
of Toronto, Canada says it will remain
closed due to the coronavirus situation.
We will watch events closely as the
museum features replicas of WW1 aircraft
on ground display and in flight and it
would indeed be a pleasure to see their
flying demonstrations once again. They
usually fly most weekends throughout the
summer (weather permitting) but we’ll
just have to wait and see what happens.
Admission is by donation. See their
website for more information: https://
greatwarflyingmuseum.org

104th INDIANAPOLIS 500
RE-SCHEDULED TO
AUGUST 12-23/2020
The Indy 500 returns after being rescheduled to August. The postponed event
begins with practice sessions on August 12
building up to the 104th running on race
day, August 23rd. For more specific details
and tickets, check their website at: https://
www.indianapolismotorspeedway.com/
events/indy500

NASCAR GO BOWLING AT
THE GLEN
AUGUST 13-16/2020
NASCAR returns to the road courses with
this 220-mile twisty event at the scenic
and historic upstate New York venue.
Featuring a “Triple-Header” race weekend,

MAGAZINE

there will be lots of action for everyone. For
more details and confirmation of dates and
schedule, be sure to check the track website
at: https://www.theglen.com/Events/GoBowling-at-The-Glen.aspx

2020 THUNDER ON COCOA
BEACH POWERBOAT RACES
RE-SCHEDULED TO
AUGUST 27-30/2020
This powerboat mega-race event is back
on the calendar for August and will be
subject to ongoing regulations regarding
the coronavirus situation. The schedule
will be generally as before with Friday
registrations and tech inpections. Support
racing will be held on Saturday for jet skis
and small boats and continues on Sunday
with the big event for the mighty offshore
racers. For more info go to: https://www.
thunderoncocoabeach.com

SEPTEMBER 24-25/2020
This flyover event in Washington D.C.
was originally slated for May but has
been pushed back due to the coronavirus
pandemic. It is a commemorative event
to mark the 75th anniversary of the
end of WW2 and promises to be a most
memorable show with approximately 100
vintage WW2 aircraft taking part. The
skies over the capital will be filled with
examples of many of the allied trainers,

fighters, bombers and transport aircraft
that fought to victory in all theatres of that
epic conflict. Donations to help with the
expenses of fielding such a grand array
of planes are gratefully accepted. For
more details see the website at: https://
ww2flyover.org

THE 2020 TORONTO FALL
CLASSIC CAR AUCTION
OCTOBER 16-18/2020
With the cancellation of the Spring Classic
Car Auction, you’ll now have to wait until
October for the next local Toronto event.
So bring your cheque-book along and head
to the International Centre in Mississauga,
Ontario to check out the offerings at what
is billed as Canada’s premier classic-car
auction. Classics, vintage cars, customs,
hot-rods, muscle cars and bikes are usually
all up for grabs to the highest bidder. For
registration and more info go to: https://
ccpauctions.com/

SEBRING ENDURANCE
RACES
RE-SCHEDULED FOR
NOVEMBER 11-14/2020
Sebring International Raceway is once
again putting on the annual 12-Hour
endurance racing classic, but there’s no
word that I could find on the inclusion of
the FIA World Endurance Championship
– a 1000 Mile (8-hour) race event. The
traditional Spring 12-hour event is now rescheduled to the late fall of 2020 due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. Hopefully, things
will be getting back to normal by then
and the organizers promise a great race
weekend. The traditional IMSA 12-Hour
Classic will run on Saturday. Supporting
races include the two-hour Michelin
Pilot Challenge and the IMSA Prototype
Challenge races to be run on Thursday
before the main enduro event. For more
details and confirmation of dates and
schedule, be sure to check the track website
at: https://www.sebringraceway.com

2020 TAMPA BOAT SHOW
SEPTEMBER 11-13/2020
The Tampa Boat Show returns to the
Tampa Convention Center this September
and promises to be as entertaining as ever.
There will be seminars, training sessions
and a multitude of boats on display
from dealers and brokers. For detailed
information check out the website at:
https://www.tampaboatshow.com

88th 24 HOURS OF LE MANS
RE-SCHEDULED TO
SEPTEMBER 13-16/2020
Le “24 Heures du Mans” (as they say
in France) has been re-scheduled for

HAPPENINGS • HISTORY • HUMOUR • HELP

The word is museums and other attractions will soon be re-opening, if they haven’t in your area already. Previous page and above, just
some of the fabulous displays at the REVS Institute in Naples, Florida.

SUMMER 2020

11

12

MAGAZINE

HAPPENINGS • HISTORY • HUMOUR • HELP

TIM MILLER

Recently inducted as a journalist into
the Canadian Motorsport Hall Of Fame,
Tim comes to us after serving as a valued
contributor to the Toronto Star’s WHEELS
magazine and Inside Track magazine. He
has authored several motorsports books
for Firefly Books and Tundra Books.
Tim started writing professionally
about autos in the mid-1970s and served
as editor of Wheelspin News. He’s written
articles for Cars & Parts, Hemming’s Motor
News, The Canadian International Auto
Show Program, and Formula Media Group
covering motorsports and automotive
history. He’s also provided press material
for several Canadian auto racing facilities
and series and is a member of the
Automobile Journalist’s Association of
Canada.
Tim confessed to having a passion for
railway history and promises to also bring

SUMMER 2020

JOHN WRIGHT

Ex-teacher and Formula Vee racer,
John Wright has a passion for racing and
motorsports history that goes back to his
youth. John was influenced at an early age
by his father and an uncle who was a testdriver for the Ford Motor Company.
When they came into the possession of
a demonstrator Police Interceptor, the elder
Wrights went cruising for kids to race and
that made a big impression on young John!
He went on to get bitten by the drag
racing bug, then oval tracks caught his
fancy and finally he became the owner/
driver of a Chinook Formula Vee in the
early 70’s. His brief driving stint ended
with a bad crash at Mosport. After his
fairly serious injuries had healed, he
repaired the car, went out again and
promptly blew the engine. End of racedriving career.
After retiring from teaching and while

Photo by Ken Van Wyck

the first-hand experience of a car’s
presence and character.
Royce’s work has appeared in TIME
Magazine’s annual 10 Best of the
Year issues, Business Week, WIRED
Communication Arts publications and
has been featured along with Peter LIk
and Annie Liebowitz in the prestigious
WORLD magazine as well as being
featured in Star Magazine and Trend Prive
publications.
His awards include Time and Business
Week 10 Best of the Year awards for
Product Design, Index award: World
Finalist 2005-06 for Product Design,
Design of the Decade 2000-2010 for
Product Design. The IDSA Gold
Award for Product Design (twice) The
Communication Arts Gold Award for

pressing on to other motorsport-related
things, John found his niche in writing.
He has written several articles for Victory
Lane magazine, and conducted a plethora
of interviews with motorsports celebrities
and behind-the-scenes personalities. From
international racetracks to some of the
most prestigious concours d’élegance, it’s
not unusual to find John checking out the
lay of the land. Look for John’s personal
interview with Roberto Guererro in this
issue of Moto|ology and watch for many
more of his fascinating stories to come!

us some interesting stories of this early
mode of mechanized transportation.
Over the years, Tim has covered many
forms of racing, along with various carshows and industry happenings. We’re
honoured to have Tim onboard and look
forward to bringing you more of Tim’s
viewpoints on all things motor-driven.

Photo by John Wright

ROYCE RUMSEY joins the effort
with an impressive report on a beautiful
and historic Ferrari sports-racer, the svelte
and delicious 1953 225S Vignale Spider
once owned by Fangio’s teammate, José
Froilán González, the famous “Pampas
Bull” (See page 34). Royce hails from
Laguna Beach, California and is an awardwinning photographer and automotive
journalist who also has several product

design awards and patents to his credit.
He has been an official photographer for
Mercedes-Benz since 2009, and is a USA
and Classic Ambassador for Drive-Tribe.
He has done professional photo work for
Rolls-Royce Motorcars, Bentley Motors
and the Bentley Owner’s Club as well as
Ferrari and Fiat-Chrysler. He has also
done work for the Acura Motor Division
of Honda Corp. and has over 20 published
photo-articles in international automotive
and luxury lifestyle magazines.
Inspired by noted photographic and
film greats Jesse Alexander and John
Frankenheimer, and the design/illustrative
style of Syd Mead and Harry Bradley,
Royce has developed an automotive
photographic style of “dynamic fidelity”
resulting in images that better delineate

photography and three International
Automotive Media Corporation Gold
Awards for Photogrphy, along with one
Silver.
Needless to say, we’re proud and
thrilled to have Royce as part of our team
and look forward to his splendid future
contributions.

Photo by Tim Miller

Photo by Royce Rumsey

We still have the usual suspects here at Moto|ology, but we’ve recruited
some new talent and figured it was time to introduce some of our latest
contributors – or should that be “our partners in crime”?

Photos by Doug Switzer

ALL ABOARD.

KEN VAN WYCK

A true, dyed-in-the leather motorcycle
afficiando, Ken has been riding bikes
since his youngest years when his late
father introduced him to the joys of twowheeling.
Every summer for the past couple of
decades, Ken takes off for extended tours
sometimes alone, sometimes with his
fellow biker-friends and relishes in the
freedom of the road upon two wheels.
Now he’s promised to do some stories of
the road and reports for Moto|ology and in
this issue he presents his first installment.
Ken shares some insights into the realm of
motorcycling and offers his take on the joys
and pitfalls of “sharing the road”.
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By Doug Switzer,
Moto|ology Publisher

S

A Farewell to
Sir Stirling Moss

ir Stirling Moss left us on April 12th at the age of 90 and also
left a gigantic hole in the heart of motorsport. He was more
than just a legendary racing driver, he was a legend, period.
From his early years, he always wanted to be a racing driver and
spent his life fulfilling that aim. He was a runner-up in the Formula
One World Championship several times and many times stood on
the podium. He was always a formidable competitor in open-wheeled
cars, but he never won that ultimate accolade of World Champion.
His peers in those days were the likes of Fangio and González,
Hawthorn and Collins, Ascari and Farina and Brabham and Hill.
Against those giants of the sport he not only faired well, he was their
equal and in many cases, their superior.
Where Moss really shone, however, was in sportscars and
endurance racing. His epic drive with Denis Jenkinson in the
1955 Mille Miglia still inspires awe. With dedicated preparation

and the advanced
Mercedes 300SLR
as their mount, they
sped across Italy for
10 hours and eleven
minutes. They covered the thousand miles (actually 992.33 miles)
and finished in first place, a full half hour ahead of the second place
Fangio and the rest of the competition, setting a string of new records
as they went on their way.
Further wins in sportscars, the lesser formulae and even salooncars cemented his status as a versatile and consistant performer.
All this was taking place at a time and in a sport that had a nasty
habit of claiming many lives. For the brave souls that undertook a
career driving in motor-racing in those days, danger lurked almost
everywhere and would be unmerciful to the careless or unwary. Moss
Above and below: Sir Stirling Moss making public
appearances at Goodwood.

entered. Until 1991, he was the English driver with the most Formula
One wins until beaten by Nigel Mansell (who required more races to
do so).
He returned sporadically to racing a few times after his retirement
in 1962, racing in touring cars, sportscars and taking part in several
rallys. He was also a television “colour commentator” and narrator
for a popular children’s television show. He returned to regular
racing in the British Saloon Car Championship in 1980 and ‘81, and
made several appearances in vintage events. In 2011 at aged 81, while
attempting to qualify for the LeMans Classics, he announced his final
“proper” retirement from racing, claiming he had frightened himself
on the track. Enough was enough.
His remaining years were spent travelling about, doing special
appearances, endorsements and constantly promoting his beloved
motorsports. In 2010 he was quite seriously injured when he fell 3
storeys down the shaft of a faulty elevator in his home. He was quoted
as saying: “It was my own fault, if I had looked before stepping in
none of this would have happened. Of all the accidents I’ve had over
the years, this is the
most annoying.” A
true understatement
typical of Sir Stirling.
He received an
OBE for his services
to motorsport and
later was made
a Knight Bachelor by Prince Charles who was standing in for the
Queen who was absent at the time.
Sir Stirling suffered a serious chest infection in 2016 that led to a
lengthy recovery period and his withdrawel from public life in 2018.
Unfortunately, the recovery never really came about and after a
further lengthy period of illness, he passed away this past spring at
his home in Mayfair.

Above Right: Moss winning the 1961 German Grand Prix in a Lotus-Climax Below: Moss takes a young friend for a ride in the
mighty 300SLR at the Nürburgring in 1977.
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Photos courtesy Wikimedia Commons

Photos courtesy Wikimedia Commons

Sir Stirling Moss prepares to go out in the Mercedes W196 Grand Prix car at the 1955
Dutch Grand Prix at Zandvoort

Photos courtesy Wikimedia Commons

A LIFE
WELL LIVED

cheated death several times and seemed immune to its threat but
ultimately in 1962 at Goodwood, his luck ran out and he was caught
out in a devastating crash that although sparing his life, ended his
career as a professional driver.
But Moss and motorsport were not finished, he carried on as an
ambassador for the sport, lobbying for safety measures and making
personal appearances to bolster the prestige of races and motoring
events all over the globe. In later years he even sat competitively
behind a steering wheel again, this time in vintage racing. Some
say this branch of the sport is merely doing demonstration runs or
leisurely “lapping” sessions, but this is not always the case. Anyone
who has seen the likes of Moss and Brabham drifting wheel to wheel
in those unweildy 1950’s racers through the apexes of Goodwood will
attest to the fact they weren’t “sparing the horses”! Bragging rights,
laurel wreaths and accolades aside, Moss still proved time and again
he was up to the task and always put on a bloody good show.
Sir Stirling lived in London and travelled the world representing
the sport that he loved and inspired all who knew him or knew of
him. His name lives on at the reconfigured corner 5 complex on the
Mosport Grand Prix track at the Canadian Tire Motorsport Park in
Ontario, Canada. Originally intended as a “carousel” type corner
of constant radius, Moss was consulted and convinced the track
designers to change this to the much more technical, double-apex
decreasing-radius assembly that is there now. Anyone who drives
that track knows that getting it right is challenging and doing it
consistently is even more so. Incidentally, the track, “Mosport” was
not named after Sir Stirling although he did contribute to the “Moss
Corner” design. The track name is a contraction of the words “Motor
Sport”, Mosport for short. It was here also that Sir Stirling won the
first international event staged at the new venue, the 1961 Player’s 200
race for sportscars on June 25th of that year.
Moss’s professional driving career spanned 14 years from 1948
to 1962 and in that time he won very nearly half of all the races he
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F1, INDYCAR,
IROC, NASCAR, BAJA...
THERE AREN’T MANY
RACING DISCIPLINES THIS
MAN HASN’T TRIED.
Roberto Guerrero started
racing young and over his
lengthy career, he’s explored
many different modes of
competition. John Wright
interviewed Roberto and goes
back over an extensive and
varied racing history.
Interview by John Wright,
Moto|ology Contributor
with photos by Roberto Guerrero
In the beginning...

I

BEEN THERE,
DONE THAT

n racing go-karts at age 12, Roberto
Guerrero got his first taste of
competition. After graduation from
high school, he made the pilgrimage to
England where he studied engineering but
he also studied racing at the Jim Russell
School. He raced a Van Dieman Formula

RG drove the No. 17 Maurer Formula 2 car to 7th place in the 1981series.

Ford for Ralph Firman Sr. and went on to race an
Argo Formula 3 car, finishing second in the British
Championship, a success which got him noticed.
From there, he raced in Formula 2 with the Willy
Maurer team. Then, it was on to F1, the top of
the ziggurat. Roberto came to F1 out of a highly
competitive F2 scene—as he put it, "far too early"
landing with the underfunded Theodore/Ensign F1
team. How underfunded? The team’s budget back
in the 1980s was $400,000 versus Ferrari’s budget
at the time of $10,000,000! He started in 29 F1 races
debuting on January 23rd, 1982, with a singular lack
of success.
In 1984, like some other F1 stars, he made the
jump to CART and won Indy Rookie of the year. He
won two CART races in 1987, along with a 2nd place
at the 1984 Indy 500. He came close to winning
RG in the 1982 Ensign Formula 1 car.

the Indy 500 2 times and was in the top 5 on five
occasions. However, he also had a catastrophic accident
in the same year and was in a coma for 17 days. More
recently, he has been involved in off-road racing,
competing in the Baja 1000 events.
John Wright first met Roberto at the Amelia Island
Concours where he was an instructor with the Jaguar
Experience and where John drove a new XKF sportscar
around the Amelia Island grounds. They met again
at the 2019 Watkins Glen Vintage Weekend where
Roberto again was shepherding potential customers
around a gymkhana track set up with various Jaguar
automobiles.
JW: Roberto, describe for the readers the path you
took to racing.
Roberto Guerrero: Well, my father who was born
in Argentina moved to Colombia, to Medellin where
I was born. He was an avid cyclist who represented
Argentina in the 1948 Olympics. Cycling was big in
Colombia. We were all enthusiastic about the Tour de
France bicycle races. My father met my mother while
he was competing in Colombia and so he stayed there
and started his family.
JW: Then, your father transitioned to go-karts.
Roberto Guerrero: He started racing go-karts when
I was growing up. Go-karts became an infatuation. In
Colombia at the time there was one track only. When
I was little, I would sit in his go-kart under his work
bench and imagine…
JW: Then, things changed when you were 12.
Roberto Guerrero: I started go-karting late
compared to other drivers. My dad put wooden blocks
on the pedals so I could go racing. That’s how I started.
JW: How competitive were you?
Roberto Guerrero: Very much. I was lucky enough
to win the national championship. Obviously, I was
very competitive. Why race to lose?
JW: Returning to the path to racing professionally,
what happened next?
Roberto Guerrero: The way it happened was this:
I graduated from high-school and I wanted to learn
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English. My father had a friend in New York. I went
there and enrolled in NYU in English. I was there
for 5 months. My father wanted me to come back to
Colombia to go to college. I said why? I wanted to stay
in the US.
JW: What was in the back of your mind?

hard and I began to think: what the hell was I doing
here? After six months I was doing better. I should
point out I was in automotive engineering, learning
how to run a dealership. I ended up working for British
Leyland and earning money but with that money I took
the Jim Russell Racing School course in 1977. We were
at Mallory Park and you could do a two-day course for
a fair bit of cash. I would lap 8 laps in a Formula Ford.
It took me six months to complete the course.

Roberto Guerrero: In Colombia you heard of F1
and particularly at that time of Emerson Fittipaldi.
JW: Of course, your father was ignorant of all this.
He was my hero, particularly with 2 F1 world
championships. My room was full of Emerson posters.
Roberto Guerrero: Yes. They had 5 races as part
There were French magazines on racing. I couldn’t
of the course and I won 4 and was second in the 5th. I
read them but they were amazing.
told my dad what I had done and to my surprise he was
JW: As a result, you decided to try your luck in the excited. He told the local press, and because there were
no Colombian drivers to speak of at that time, the press
UK?
fussed over me and I even appeared on local television.
Roberto Guerrero: I had to get to the UK. I was in
JW: From there, what?
New York, but I got to the UK which I thought was the
center of F1. That’s how I went to engineering school
Roberto Guerrero: That publicity allowed my dad
for 5 months. It was very hard because my English was
to get local sponsorship. I raced a Ralph Firman Van
so poor.
Dieman FF in 1978 and took eight races. From there,
I raced for the F3 Argo team, in an Argo JM3-Toyota
JW: So, how did you get by?
finishing in 9th with 15 points. However, the highlight
Roberto Guerrero: I got some words here and there, of my F3 career occurred in 1980 when I won five races
but I would borrow my class-mate’s notes. It was really and took the pole many times only to finish tied with
1978, early days in Formula Ford: RG in the number 55 Van Diemen avoiding fellow competitor Bernard Devaney in the midst of a bit of a tank-slapper!

I should remark there were a
lot of really good drivers like
Riccardo Patrese, Jacques Laffite,
Villeneuve, Reuteman and
Scheckter. At that time there
would be 20 cars, sometimes
over 30 cars trying to qualify.
24 would race. We missed a lot
of races. I should point out that
the years when I was active in
F1, Nelson Piquet won the F1
championship in 1982 and Keke
Rosberg won in 1983.

The 1980 Argo F3 car that RG drove to several poles and 5 victories on his way to a tie
for second place in the series behind Stefan Johanssen.

Ken Acheson in second place. Stefan Johanssen took
the championship in a full ground effects Ralt F3. He
just blew us all away with that car.
JW: From there you joined the Maurer Motorsport
team in a Maurer MM-81 BMW.

JW: You had a dispute with
Willy Maurer who ran your
F2 team. Do you want to talk
about that or do you want to let
sleeping dogs lie?

Roberto Guerrero: No, we can talk about anything.
Realistically, I was fine. I had a contract with an
option. He obviously wanted me to stay. I was kind
of committed. However, F1 was my dream. He got an
injunction, but in the end, it went away.

JW: You were the first Colombian racer in F1, before
Roberto Guerrero: I started getting some attention
and we had Coffee Colombia as a sponsor. In F2 I was J.P. Montoya.
getting paid for the first time. Until that time, I was
Roberto Guerrero: His father and my father were
paying for my ride. I finished 7th in the championship,
friends. At one Indy 500, he was there and they did an
while running on new tracks.
interview with the two of us. He said I was his hero. I
said now you are my hero!
JW: Then F1 came knocking at your door.
Roberto Guerrero: I got an offer from Ensign.
You must remember that when you are 21, that’s your
goal — F1. When I think back, maybe I should have
stayed in F2. It’s impossible to say now. Ensign was
small. We had two sponsors — Colombia Coffee and a
jeans company, also from Colombia. Our budget was
$400,000 for the year versus a team like Ferrari which
had $10,000,000 back then. It was always a struggle.
We carried on for two years and then merged with
Theodore to form a two-car team financed by Teddy
Yip. We had Mo Nunn, who ran the team and Nigel
Bennett as a designer. He had been with Lotus and
ended up with Penske Racing.

JW: Back to F1 and the Ensign/Theodore thread.
You said the team was tight for money.
Roberto Guerrero: We were lacking money. It was
a good team but because of the small budget we went
with the engine in the car to too many races. There was
no second engine.
JW: You said it was not your decision to leave the
team.

Roberto Guerrero: It was not my decision. At the
end of the second year, 1983, they closed the doors.
You see, Mo Nunn had an opportunity to work for
JW: However, the team had a notable lack of success. George Bignotti and Dan Cotter at Bignotti-Cotter
racing. He brought me with him. I tested the Theodore
Indy car at Elkhart Lake. I liked it but Tom Sneva hated
Roberto Guerrero: We did not do well at all. But
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that race we were running
strong. Tony Bettenhausen’s
car lost a wheel, and I
punted it with the nose of
my car. The wheel went
into the stands and killed
a spectator. They didn’t tell
me during the race though.
The family had been coming
to Indy forever. I sent them a
note of condolence and they
sent me a reply. They were
amazing. Now, I should have
been out, but they changed
the nose, however the wheel
had hit the master cylinder
for the clutch and I lost fluid
slowly. On the last pit stop,
I stopped for a splash of fuel
and I had a one and a half
lap lead. The problem caught
In the company of legends: RG reports to designer Gordon Murray during an F1 test
us by surprise. I couldn’t
session while Nelson Piquet and Ayrton Senna nose around.
get the car out of gear. I sat
there and played with it but
it. He felt the car was twitchy, perhaps because of the
the engine died. The whole team was crying. It was a
small sway bars. However, he did win the Indy 500 in it fluke, a bitter loss.
in 1983.
JW: Later on, in 1992, you were very fast.
continued on page 22...
JW: At the time, you didn’t think your sojourn in
Indy cars would be a long one.
With my very supportive wife, Katie
Roberto Guerrero: I thought I would be in Indy cars
for one year and I ended up spending 18 years there.

Roberto Guerrero:: I finished second to Rick
Mears. I had 10 top ten finishes, finishing 11th in the
championship. It was an okay year. In my sophomore
year I had a third at Indy and had a few top five
finishes. In 1985, I was third at Indy.
JW: Then came the 1987 season when the team had
been sold to Vince Granatelli and you came oh-so-close
to winning.

armchair motorist
Automotive and other fine books

Roberto Guerrero: 1987 was a good year and I
should have won the 500. Here’s what happened: in
MAGAZINE

We’ll provide the books
The Armchair Motorist has been serving
the national and international
automobile book market for over 50
years with “New and Out of Print”
materials. A large “in stock” inventory of
over 6,000 books on automobiles,
racing, biographies and historical
materials are available for the enthusiast
via the internet or by appointment for
viewing. Occasional collections on
aircraft, trains and boats also are carried

JW: In 1984, you made your Indy car debut for
Bignotti-Carter Racing in a March 84C-Cosworth
DFX. You came second. You won the rookie of the year
award with Michael Andretti.
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but not stocked in quantity. The stock
mainly deals with books, not manuals,
but some rare technical items do show
up and are inventoried. Inquiries are
invited for such technical material and
“want lists” are maintained. A search
service is offered with nearly 100%
success on many rare volumes. A large
inventory is maintained on most import
vehicles with marques such as Alfa
Romeo, Bugatti, Porsche, MG, Aston
Martin, Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Ferrari,
Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz, and of course
the “Big Three” Ford, GM and Chrysler.
Small marques are well represented with
stock from Abarth to Zagato.
Check out our inventory at:
www.ArmchairMotorist.com
Phone enquiries to 416 727 0441
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Roberto Guerrero: I set a
lap record. I set the first one in
practice at 230 mph, Then, I hit 232
for the lap record.

JW: You were nervous at first but then settled back
in the groove.
Roberto Guerrero: I got behind the wheel but was
nervous because you hear so much about injuries—but
after 4 laps I had this big grin on my face.

JW: You said it was interesting
to watch the interaction between
Mo Nunn and George Bignotti.
Roberto Guerrero: My first
reaction is that it was a very good
team. George represented the
old way of doing things at Indy
and Mo was the total opposite.
They complimented each other.
Sometimes I had to be the
mediator between the old way of
doing things and the new way.

JW: However, by now you were not racing with top
teams.

Sharing a Podium: RG was second at the 1983 Macau F3 race behind Senna in first and
ahead of Gerhard Berger who came in third.

JW: Describe for us how
the procedure of doing things works in getting
acclimatized at Indy.

JW: To be frank, you were near death.

Roberto Guerrero: Steve Olvey saved my life. The
neurosurgeon said don’t bother with him. The pressure
inside his brain is too high, but Steve said there is a
new procedure and medication. It was the only thing
they could do. They dropped my blood pressure so low,
it almost killed me. I had what they called a difused
axonal injury. I'd like to also say that I should give my
wife Katie a lot of credit. Four months after that I was
JW: Now, can we talk about your major accident, the back in a race car.
one that put you in a coma for 17
days?
Roberto Guerrero: The way they did it was this:
the rookies are on the track on their own. At first, you
don’t go over 180 mph, then 190, then 200. They build
you up to speed. When you go 200 mph, then you don’t
feel it. It feels as if you are going in slow motion. But,
when something goes wrong, then you feel it!

Roberto Guerrero: We were
testing at Indy for Goodyear and
it happened on the second day of
a three-day test after Mid-Ohio.
I went really well and we must
have gone through a million tires.
Goodyear was happy. On the last
lap, Mo said bring it in. When you
are testing, it is important to do the
same thing every lap. I still went
into Turn One fast. A camber block
broke going into Turn 3 and a
March-designed pull rod broke, the
wheel pivoted and a piece of steel
and a wheel hit my helmet, my own
wheel!

JW: Well, I can tell you that I enjoyed my Watkins
Glen experiences experiences in the IPace Jaguar
SUV and in the XKF. Thank you, Roberto. You are an
engaging person and I thank you for your time.

Roberto Guerrero: 1993
was kind of my last full season.
That’s when I got to the point
that I decided if I were not with
the top teams it wasn’t worth it.
At the 2001 Indy—that was my
last time. I didn’t have a ride for
the year. I went around to some
of the teams. I would hop in a
car to sort it out, go faster than
the designated driver and then
was invited to qualify. Then, we
were bumped. I decided not to
go back.
JW: That was not quite the
end of your racing though.
Roberto Guerrero:: My last
pro race was in 2002 with my
brother Jaime in Colombia in the
6 Hours of Bogota. We finished
first. That was pretty special.
JW: However, you told me
you have done the Baja races.
Roberto Guerrero: During
2000 my neighbour said we
should do the Baja 1,000. We
finished 2nd in class and I said
I’m never doing that again! I did
it seven times with a pro team
and made a bit of money.
JW: Then you tried other
things.

In 1996 Indy 500, RG brought his Pennzoil-Pagan Racing Reynard home in 5th place.
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manufacturers at marketing events as an independent
contractor. I can work as much as I want, doing some
fast laps without the pressure. We do 6 or 7 SVRA
events with Jaguar, doing training of dealership people.
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Roberto Guerrero: Well, I
tried financial services for one
year, but it wasn’t my goal. Since
2005 I have worked for various
SUMMER 2020
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WANNA
RACE?
Open wheel, closed wheel, formula car, Monoposto,
sportscar, sedan, sportsracer...there's simply a mindboggling selection of vintage-eligible cars to choose from!
(Main picture) flashing across the finish line in an early 70's
Crosslé Formula Ford.
(Left) Another popular class are the small-bore sportscars
and sportsracers like this very pretty Ginetta. Other
manufacturers made similar vehicles like the Lotus Elan
and Super Seven and Ray Mallock's cars that could
compete as either sportscars or formula cars.
(Opposite page) A trio of F1200 cars (actually 2 F1200's
and a "Formula First" car enjoy extremely close racing.
(Above) The diminutive Austin and Morris Mini Coopers
from the 60's and 70's are always entertaining, both for
the spectators and their drivers.
(Below) Another crowd pleasing little car is the Fiat-derived
Abarth sub-compact sedans from the 60's.

Story and photos by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher

PART 2
Choosing a ride
OK, you’ve been through the racing school and got your racing licence, now what do you want to drive?

W

e’ve completed our driving school course, and
showed we’re not totally uncoordinated behind
the wheel, so we’re now ready to go out and lay
down our hard-earned cash on some finely-tuned exotic racing
machinery. It will be the machine of your dreams and with it, you
will finally fulfill your wildest Walter Mitty fantasies of rocketing
through the pack to capture the chequered flag along with the
minds and hearts of the adoring masses! This will be your way to
the top in international motor racing.
Or maybe not. Remember in our last installment, we went
over some facts and decided to be realistic. You don’t have a giant
budget and you are also a bit intimidated by those characters with
the all-out gung-ho attitude, remember? We also looked at not
just competitiveness, but camaraderie. That’s why you chose to go
vintage racing. For the fun of it, right?

24

As I said before, you’ll hear some people say vintage racing
isn’t true racing, it’s merely doing “parade laps”. To anyone who
has attended a top-tier vintage racing event like the Goodwood
Revival, The Monterey Historics or even VARAC’s Vintage
Grand Prix, nothing could be further from the truth. We race in a
“gentlemanly” manner in that we give each other racing room, and
we adhere to a set of strict “no-contact” rules—but we do race hard
and we do race fast!
Now, let’s also keep in mind something else—racing isn’t that
much fun if your race car doesn’t work.
The difference between a happy, fun weekend and a rotten,
dissappointing, pain-in-the-neck event can be decided by the
reliability of your car. Highly stressed and highly-tuned racers that
are on the cutting edge of technology can be very impressive when
you have factory backing and a staff of a thousand-plus engineers
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devoted to keeping the damned thing running.
The same vehicle can be an absolute nightmare
and a very expensive stationary paddock ornament
when you and your buddy are the only folks to do
the wrenching. So, when selecting a ride, a major
thing to consider is how much time and money do
you want to dedicate to maintenance, preparation,
repairs and general, overall “finickyness”? A used
LeMans Prototype, or a Formula One or Formula
Two car can be extremely frustrating to say the
least. Same thing for a used Indycar or Indy Lights
machine. There’s also the problem of finding
a venue or event that can handle such exotica.
A more rewarding choice may be a production
sportscar, sedan or a more manageable Formula
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Ford or even a Formula Vee if your
really lazy like me! As I also said in
Part One, there’s so many different
classes to run in there’s a pretty good
chance you’ll find a place where the
racing is close, quick and gives you
the thrills you seek. You don’t have
to spend a fortune, either. Make a list
of priorities and look for a car that
ticks your boxes. With a bit of headscratching and reflection, you’ll find
just what you need.
So, let’s start at the lowliest end of
things for those on a very restricted
budget. (I have often said I finance
my entire racing career and efforts
with bottle returns to the beer store.)
The small-bore vintage, classics
and historics along with the “junior
formulae”, “Monoposto” or single-seat
classes offer a lot of value for those on
a limited budget. The very thriftiest
is vintage Formula Vee. These cars
are based on the old, aircooled 1200cc
Volkswagen “Beetle” engines, running
gear and other components. They are
hilariously low-powered but they are
also dead-nuts reliable and an absolute
Formula Ford has been and still is an extremely popular class of racing. Here are 3 cars waiting in
blast when you find one other person
the tech line. The Lotus in front is the oldest and would race in a sub-class called Club Ford.
to race with. When I first got my FV
The same thing can be said of some of the more mundane
car, I was told by a pro racer that it was an excellent choice for a
sports cars and small-bore sedans. It’s often said it’s much more
“beginner’s car”. He said they are so low on power, you’ll quickly
fun and satisfying to drive a slow car fast than to drive a fast car
learn to hold your foot down on the gas and make the most of your
slow—and believe me, there’s not many things more gratifying
momentum. “If you let up, you’ll lose!” He was absolutely right.
Another formula car class that can be quite quick is SuperVee. These were popular through the early 70's and used the larger-displacement air-cooled
Volkwagen engines mated to proper racing transmissions with improved brakes and suspension. They later adopted the water-cooled VW Rabbit
engine and were the originators of the Formula Atlantic Series. These cars can run in either Formula Libre or Monoposto vintage categories.
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than out-braking and pipping a big, fast machine into a corner
with your wee toy-car!
So, working up from Formula Vee, we can peruse the classifieds
for something like an Austin-Healey Sprite or an MG Midget or
for even more money, a sedan like an Austin or Morris Mini-

Cooper or an early Datsun, Toyota or Mazda. Other, “affordables”
include the venerable MGB, MGA and a variety of older Hondas,
Triumphs, Healeys, Datsun 240’s—even early Miata’s and so on.
If nothing but a big-bore engine will spin your crank, a fine
alternative to the single-purpose racing cars are the modified

Monoposto (or “single-seat”) is a race category that includes cars of different power and ages, but they all share the single-seat configuration.
Monoposto cars range all the way from Formula Vees and Juniors to the very fast winged and slick-tired Formula Atlantics and beyond.
Although it’s not always a true single-seater (although most are) The Sports 2000 cars are very popular with people who may be uncomfortable with the
idea of open-wheeled racing. These cars are true racers, almost like small CanAm cars. They share many construction and technical tricks with their
formula car brethren and use the reliable Ford 2-ltre SOHC engine. With the available power and aero capabilities they can be very fast indeed!

street cars from the American
manufacturers and a few others like
Mercedes and BMW. Although pricier
than some of the more common smallbore cars, sportscars and sedans with
the bigger engines can still provide
lots of thrills without breaking the
bank. Corvettes, Datsuns, Nissans,
Mustangs and Camaros can all be made
to perform well on the track. You can
run a mid-80’s to early-90’s Mustang or
Camaro for surprisingly little outlay,
depending of course on how much you
want to modify things. Remember the
old saying though, speed costs money
so decide right up front how fast do you
want to spend! Keeping up with some of
the guys at the pointy end of this pack
can quickly lead you into financial ruin,
so be careful with your goals and aims.
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If you do happen to decide that “PRC’s” (Proper Racing Cars) should
have only one seat and no fenders, then you are back in the realm of
the formula or “Monoposto” cars so let’s go back to them for a bit.
As we said, there’s a multitude of choices here at the bottom end of
the spectrum, but moving up from the vintage and “modern” Formula
Vee and F1200 cars, there are the Formula Juniors which can be
slightly quicker, yet still relatively cheap to run. The earliest cars in
this category were purposely-built, open-wheeled and front-engineed,
intended as “beginner’s cars” for the motorsport novice. As technology
progressed however, Formula Juniors became mid-engined, more

“

continued on page 28...

...the upper echelon is exclusive and expensive...these
cars are silly-fast and a true handful to drive. They are not for
the faint of heart...

”

The upper echelon of Formula Cars is exclusive and expensive. Above is a beautiful Chinook
Formula 5000 car that ran in the F5000 series in the 1970's. These cars are actually very
similar to a contemporary F1 car, but use tried and true 5-litre American V8’s for power.
The main picture on the left is a late-seventies Formula 1 car and represents the epitomy
of Vintage Racing. This is a Shadow DN8-Cosworth that was originally driven by Australian
World Champion Alan Jones.
Below is the ultimate in ground-pounding power and speed. This is a 7-plus litre, 1000 hp
CanAm McLaren from the legendary series that ran from the late 60's through the 70's.
CanAm cars are silly-fast and a true handful to drive. They are not for the faint of heart!
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...continued from page 28

sophisticated and considerably faster. Of course, this increase in
technology also brought a considerable increase in expense and the
hunt was on once again for a more affordable alternative.
In the mid-sixties, racers were introduced to a new, affordable
“spec-class”, Formula Ford. These were mid-engined formula cars
that used a relatively stock Ford 1600cc “Kent” engine (as found in
the contemporary Ford Cortina and later, the early Pinto) placed
in a Formula Junior-styled chassis. The engines were cheap and
plentiful and with the added displacement, produced as much
or more power than the Formula Juniors of the day, and did it
reliably. Formula Ford blossomed into one of the most successful
classes in motor racing and many pro drivers cut their teeth in
the class. It is still extremely popular to this day and if open-wheel
racing is your thing, Formula Ford deserves your consideration.
If you want even more, for a bit more expense you can try
Formula 2000 or Sports 2000. Again, these are purpose-built
race cars, but instead of using the venerable 1600cc OHV “Kent”
engine, they use the slightly more powerful Ford OHC 2-litre
engine that was found in the later Pinto and some other Ford
vehicles. These engines are still relatively economical and easy to
service and repair. The cars provide exhilerating performance and
with the formula cars you can take advantage of slick tires, wings
and other “aero” devices to keep them planted on the track.
One class of formula cars I should mention are the Formula 4’s
or Formula 750 cars. These cars may appear quite small, almost
go-kart-like, but they are powered by high-revving motorcycle
engines of up to 750cc that produce big power. The result is these
tiny vehicles turn impressive track times at great speed yet are
again quite cheap to run. You will sometimes find them among the
“Formula Libre” classes in the vintage clubs. This class being sort
of a “catch-all” for cars that don’t qualify or fit on other grids.
For those with deeper pockets, there are the more exotic
machines. You can rumble around your favourite track in
Along with German-built sedans there’'s those dedicated to other brands
as well. Cars by companies such as Alfa-Romeo, Ford, Fiat, Jaguar,
Mazda, Opel, Pontiac and Volvo have all found a home on the track.
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anything from a classic Ferrari or Aston Martin to a groundpounding CanAm car. If you have the wherewithal, there’s even
some pretty exotic Formula cars. Formula 2, Formula 3, Formula
Atlantic, SuperVee, Formula B, and if you have a qualified
entourage of mechanics and technicians following you around,
there’s even Indycars and Formula 1, although they’re quite a bit
beyond our scope here for this article. After all, we’re talking about
starting out, right?
For some folks, the idea of an open-wheel car is just too scary to
contemplate and there can be serious situations running these cars.
The most disconcerting thing about any open-wheeled car, even a
go-kart, is the danger of racing too close and running over a fellow
competitor’s wheel. When two spinning wheels touch, especially
with grippy, sticky rubber, the rotation makes the lead tire squat
If nothing will satify your urges like the rumble of an American V8, you can always race-prep cars like the
Chevrolet Corvettes, Camaros or Mustangs. Other “pony cars” like the Mercury Cougar, Plymouth ’Cuda and
AMC Javelin that ran in the crowd-pleasing Trans-Am race series in the 60’s and 70’s are also popular.

continued on page 30...

Above and below: There’s a dedicated group of enthusiasts for the German marques and two if the favourites
are Porsche and BMW. Above, a race-prepped air-cooled 911 stretches its legs while a modified BMW
3-series awaits its turn on the track with its more exotic brethren, a rare, beautiful and expensive M1.
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...continued from page 28

into the ground and the trailing tire ride up on the leader.
The result is the guy behind is going airborne and that
can never be a good thing. When racing in open-wheel
vehicles you must always concentrate on your positioning
and not drive in too close, lest the day ends in tears.
This is one important situation where you can be
thankful that vintage racers always try to adhere to the
13/13 rule explained in my previous article—no touching!
So there you have it. There’s lots of choices for vehicles
to race in vintage events and what with the “sliding dates”
for eligibility, you can even run some fairly new cars.
Things like mid-90’s Honda Civics and tuner-favourite
Toyotas can even be accepted now. Just be sure to check
the eligibility rules and regulations with your local club
and get a list of vehicles that qualify.
Take your time and go spend some days at the track
with your fellow club-members. Ask lots of questions and
look over their cars carefully to get some ideas on the
cost to buy and maintain these vehicles. Ask them about
reliability and ease of repair. You’ll find most racers will
be more than happy to tell you all about the virtues of
their ride and may even be ready to relate their tales of
woe when strange things have gone wrong! There’s a lot
of experience and wisdom out there in the paddock and if
you want to make some happy decisions, be very sure to
take advantage of it.
Welcome to the madness!
(If you want to read more on the subject, be sure to see
Peter Viccary’s story about racing on the cheap in the
previous (Spring 2020) issue of MOTO/OLOGY!)
Of the many different and varied cars eligible for vintage racing,
among the favourites are the old, English sportscars. Cars like
the charning pre-and-early-postwar MG “T” series (top) are always
entertaining. For some more sophistication and slightly later
technology you can opt for the flowing lines of an MGA or the
venerable MGB. Below some happy racers in Lotus 7’s and a
Porsche 944 are led around by an early-70’s Triumph GT6.
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IL
CAVALCATA
EL TORO

O

Enzo Ferrari’s early sports-racing cars were very
successful due in no small part to his legendary
drivers. Once owned by José Froilán González,
this 225 Vignale Spider is an amazing example.

ne of the last known
photos of the famed
Argentinian drivers and
Ferrari teammates, José Froilán Gonzáles
and Juan Manuel Fangio together, is in this
very car (originally owned by González) taken in the 1990s
at the Argentina Grand Prix.
González’s 1953 225 Sport Spider you see here in its
resplendent and obligatory “Rosso Corsa” is a specially,

“The Bull’s Ride”

Story & photos by Royce Rumsey, Moto|ology Contributor
34
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factory-modified version (to
accommodate the hefty “Pampas Bull”)
that I recently captured in an impromptu
shoot at a local Cars & Coffee event here
in Southern California. It is one of only
fourteen spiders bodied by Vignale to a
Giovanni Michelotti design
Evolving from the prior 212 Export,
the 225 S launched the famed 3-liter
Columbo V12. With its significant
power increase (210hp courtesy of
its 8.5:1 compression ratio, SOHC
valvetrain and three Weber 36DCF
carbs) the 225 was campaigned in many
races including the 1952 Monaco Grand
Prix for sports cars (where it scored its
first victory), the Portuguese Grand Prix,
the Coppa d’Oro di Sicilia, the Coppa
della Toscana and the Coppa d’Oro delle

Above and right: ‘Rosso Corsa’ work of art.
Left: Ferrari Teammates Juan Manuel Fangio and
José Froilán Gonzáles with a Ferrari F1 car at the
Argentine Grand Prix in 1953.

Photos courtesy Wikimedia Commons

Dolomiti. After 1953, the Ferrari 225 S
was campaigned on various race tracks
with many accomplishments in the US,
Argentina, Brazil, Portugal and Italy
through 1959.
The venerable Columbo V12 was
mated with two different chassis
types; a tubular spaceframe created
with elliptical-section steel tubes, and
a tubular semi-monocoque called

continued on page 39...

36

MAGAZINE

HAPPENINGS • HISTORY • HUMOUR • HELP

SUMMER 2020

37

1953 Ferrari 225 S Vignale Spider
38
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...continued from page 34

“Tuboscocca”—both of which retained
the prior 2250mm/88.6” wheelbase and
were designed and crafted by Gilberto
Colombo’s Gilco chassis specialist
company.
The aforementioned González
modifications to this car also included
his overseeing the upgrading of the
drivetrain and undercarriage to earlysixties GTE componentry sometime after
1963.
The graceful body sports the signature
Vignale circular ports on the front
quarterpanels and an aggressive ‘egg
crate’ grille. The custom-made body
continued on page 42...

Left: Vignale’s superbly-proportioned design is truly
spectacular from all angles.

Luxurious saddle-tan Italian leather accentuates the business-like cockpit.
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Glorious GTE-derived, Columbo-designed V-12 makes all the right sounds.
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“

The graceful
body sports the
signature Vignale
circular ports on the
front quarter panels and
an aggressive ‘egg crate’grille.

”
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...continued from page 39.

flows gracefully to the very
purposeful interior, beautifully
swathed in fine Italian saddletoned leather.
Driven to a local Cars & Coffee
event (site of the very first such
event in 2001) the morning light
and setting provided fortunate
conditions for a candid shoot
of this most remarkable and
historically significant stallion
from the Ferrari stables.
Main Picture: The early morning light provided
perfect illumination on the sensous curves of this
timeless Michelotti design.
Below: Authoritative power peaking out from
under the opened hood.
Far right: All buttoned up and ready to go!
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NOW YOU SEE IT...

The historic DeHavilland Aircraft of Canada wartime plant in Downsview, Ontario, Canada may be changing fast...
Story and colour photos by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher. Black & white photos courtesy of the Virtual Museum of Canada - ©2020 Canadian Museum of History.

T

he DeHavilland Aircraft Company of the UK set
up operations in the early half of the 20th century
both in Canada and Australia as outposts to serve
the growing aviation needs of a thriving British Empire. The
Canadian operations soon grew to be a major factor in the
exploration and opening up to settlement of the vast northern
wilderness. First, the company was charged with the domestic
production of it’s many and varied British-designed aircraft, but
as time went on and experience was gained with the demands
of that huge country, Canadian-specific designs came to the
forefront and eventually became a distinct and leading factor
in the metamorphosis of DH Canada into its own, specialized
manufacturer. Through the years of World War Two and the
post-war, “Cold War” years, DH Canada produced a variety of
military aircraft and earned a world-wide reputation as a leader in
innovation and technology.
The Canadian operations started in a modest “shed” just
off a railroad spur at Jane Street and Trethewey Avenue on
the southern border of what was then known as de Lessop’s
aerodrome in Toronto. After a rapid growth period into the
late 1920’s and as urban development encroached, the facilities
moved in 1929 to a large, new airfield complex on the fringe of
the city at Downsview. The tract of land just north of Wilson
Avenue and west of Dufferin Street was ideal to build, test and
perform fly-away deliveies of aircraft. It was here that the second
dedicated DeHavilland Aircraft of Canada plant grew into a
formidable industrial complex that during the war years produced
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many different military aircraft. They made ground-bound Link
trainers, Menasco Moths, Tiger Moth primary trainers and built
and serviced hundreds of Avro Anson Wireless/Radio trainers for
the Commonwealth Air Training Plan. DH Dragons, Domini’s
and Rapide’s were supplied from the UK and serviced here for
transport and communications work along with over 1130 DH86
Mosquitos in all configurations. “The Wooden Wonder” was built
as day and night-fighters, bombers and fighter-bombers. They
were also built in training and recon versions and as high-speed
transports. All these variants were built here and sent all over the
world to the major theatres of war. The plant shared the airfield
with the RCAF transport command and it became a model for
how to build, test and deliver aircraft quickly, accurately and
efficiently.
There’s an interesting detail about how it came to be that traffic
lights had to be installed on Dufferin Street to stop cars and trucks
to allow aircraft to pass. As the Mosquitos rolled off the production
lines in ever-increasing numbers it was found that delivering these
completed aircraft by flying them direectly to England and then
on to the various European theatres of war would be the most
efficient way to get them to their destinations. This entailed the
planes being fitted with massive, temporary “ferry” fuel tanks in
their bomb-bays. The resulting fueled-up and overweight planes
needed a much longer runway to get off the ground. Much longer
than the airfield’s existing pre-war configuration allowed as it
stopped short of Dufferin Street at the extreme east end of the
field. The solution? It was simple; extend and pave the runway
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Plant 1 today is now barely recognizable since its rebuild and conversion to a state-of-the-art aerospace learning
and research facility for one of Ontario’s leading community colleges. Below: Plant 2 during WW2.

further east, right over Dufferin Street and take it as far as was
needed to safely get the heavily laden “Mossies” off the ground
and on their way. And what was to be done about the motoring
traffic on Dufferin Street that crossed the new runway extension?
Again, another simple solution; traffic lights stopped the cars and
trucks to allow the roaring warplanes to pass.
After the war, things wound down somewhat and DH Canada
found themselves wanting for work. This led to the development
of the first domestically-designed aircraft by DHC for the RCAF.
The DHC-1 Chipmunk was an advanced all-metal, fully aerobatic
low-winged training aircraft built to replace the Tiger Moth
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biplane basic trainer and possibly also the ubiquitous Harvard
advanced trainer, making training operations more efficient
by basically killing two birds with... one bird! The design was
ultimately very successful, to the point that it was reverse-licensed
back to the parent company for manufacturing in the UK for the
RAF. As a matter of fact, HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh
had his first training flight in a Chipmunk and has claimed it as
his favourite aircraft.
These immediate post-war years also saw DHC design and
produce one of the most successful and recognizable aircraft
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in their portfolio, the DHC-2 Beaver
bushplane. Originally designed to meet
the needs of Canada’s demanding bush
pilots in the vast, far north, this was a
rugged, dependable and versatile all-metal,
high winged “STOL” aircraft capable of
lifting large, useful loads in and out of
supernaturally short spaces. The Beaver’s
exemplary short-field performance won
over many believers and it found fans all
over the world. It even did a stint with
the US military in Korea and South East
Asia during the Vietnam Conflict. The
US Military ultimately became the largest
purchaser of the type.

Plant 2 today is known as “The Hanger” and has been re-purposed as a recreationnal facility with
indoor soccer fields, a go-kart track, racquetball and tennis courts and other amenities.

recently. This plant and property has now
been sold as Bombardier received approval
to move its passenger jet production to
a new purpose-built facility at Toronto’s
Pearson International Airport.
Recently it was announced that
Bombardier’s Downsview facilities and
the rights to most of the traditional

DeHavilland Aircraft of Canada designs
had been acquired by Longview Aviation
Capital Corp., a Canadian capital holding
company that has decided to re-introduce
the grand old name of “The DeHavilland
Aircraft of Canada” back into the
aerospace world. They will be building,
maintaining and supplying spares for the

Mosquitos and their crews preparing to sortie from the wartime control tower and dispatch area which was located near the main De Havilland plants.

venerable DH designs up to and including
the popular Dash-8-400 Series aircraft.
They are also building modernized and
updated versions of the older DH designs
including the Dash 7, Beaver, Otter and
Twin-Otter. They have now taken over
the manufacturing and servicing of these
aircraft going forward.
A very recent development has been

Photo courtesy of the Virtual Museum of Canada - ©2020 Canadian Museum of History

As time went on and production of
various aircraft increased, DHC outgrew
the wartime plants at the North end of
Canadian Forces Base Downsview as it
had become known. This situation led to
the construction of a new, much bigger
and more modern installation at the
southwest end of the airfield. It became
part of the giant Bombardier Aerospace
Corporation and has been manufacturing
both turboprop and jet-powered business
and passenger commuter aircraft until just
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it remains to be seen how successful
they can be, but Longview is a persistant
and forward-looking company and
we wish them great success in keeping
the DeHavilland Canada name alive,
nonetheless.
Meanwhile, the largest of the remaining
old wartime plants at the north end of the
field has been re-purposed as a multi-use

The DH/RCAF flight control tower and dispatch/maintenance hangers across from the DeHavilland plants on the far Northeast
side of the airfield were torn down several years ago and replaced with Department of Defense research facilities.

Mosquito B. VII's and B.XX's were assembled at Downsview for the USAAF who operated them in various rolls as F.8's.
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the announcement of the temporary
suspension of production with some
accompanying layoffs both at Downsview
and at the Viking Air facilities in Western
Canada due to the drop in aviation
demand and activity brought on by the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Given the strained nature of a postCOVID-19 airline and aircraft industry,
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recreational facility with indoor soccer fields,
a go-kart track and skating arenas. As the
requiremenets change and time goes on
however, the old buildings may be in danger
of being torn down, or at the least, updated
and modified beyond recognition and the
historic, old factory may be in danger of
fading from sight and mind. Although
the site has been declared as designated
historical buildings, the value of the land
and the needs for urban fullfilment may well
outweigh the heritage value and see these
facilities replaced whether they are historic
or not.
As for me personally, I hope that the
powers-that-be don’t elect to entirely
destroy the historic old plant as there’s
more than ample vacant land on the park
property to accommodate the new building
of rinks, pools, arenas and whatever else
may be desired for the foreseeable future.
One encouraging development has been
the repurposing of the old DeHavilland
Plant 1 into a modern aerospace learning

and research facility for one of the leading
provincial community colleges. This is
apparently the first of several planned
projects that will launch the area back to
the forefront of the aerospace industry. Let’s
hope so!
At any rate the old “works” at the north
end of Downsview Park or Downsview
airport, or CFB Downsview or however it
will be known are changing fast, along with
a lot of other Canadian Aerospace heritage
sites. Better come get a last look at the old
place while you still can.

Another USAAF F.8 is rolled out for delivery in the winter of 1943.
The first Mosquitos delivered to England in August were named after Canadian towns as a result of a
Victory Bond drive. Here the aircrew of "Acton Ontario, Canada" R.C. Bevington and J.G. Uren, arrive at
Hatfield in the U.K.
The war-time aerial shot on the opposite page roughly corresponds with the present-day ground-level photo below. The two main assembly bays of Plant 2 are on the right
in each shot with the supplies coming in through the doors to the left. The 30-odd finished Mossies parked in the grass would have been on the large paved foreground
area in the photo below and the finished Mosquitos rolled out of the doors behind and to the left of the white car.

“
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Just imagine – at any one time there were thirty to forty or even more
brand new “Mossies” parked out here awaiting delivery...
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STICK
WITH THE
PROGRAM

Get all the latest up-to-date
news and happenings –
from all those years ago

Tim Miller’s extensive collection of
racing programs provides a fascinating
look into Canada’s motorsports past

a couple of pages of weekly update
pages for photos and series points
(such as the Merrittville Speedway
and Speedway Park programs),
while others were
published for a specific
event, such as the early
Mosport covers.
As with all publications,
the cover art is most
important. Earlier
programs used full colour
depictions with dramatic
scenes. The early Mosport
covers are good examples.
While not all colour, the
Holland and Harewood
covers offer vivid action
portrayals. Some portray
the main sponsor’s colour
and artwork, such as
the Shell Rally and Gulf
Canada Series covers.
Others, such as the 1965
CNE and 1977 Flamboro
programs offer little visual
incentive for the fan.

Story & photos by Tim MIller, Moto|ology Contributor

S

ome of us collect race cars.
Some of us collect racing suits or
helmets. Some of us collect scale
diecast or plastic models of race cars.
But those of us with a limited budget can
enjoy the history of the sport collecting
race programs and related documents.
Aside from their nostalgic value, older
racing programs provide great historical
reference to the sport and how it has
changed (some may say not for the better)
over the decades.
Displayed here are covers from road,
drag, and oval track racing. Many of the
tracks are now sub-divisions or malls or
sports arenas. Some of the others are still
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in existence but have been
renamed. All programs are the
regular magazine size, wellloaded with advertisements,
and provide a roster of classes,
cars, and drivers in the center
of the program, following
programs of other sports such
as football and hockey.
Some of the older programs
have colour on their covers,
probably depending on the
budget. But the inside pages are
totally black and white. Some of
the programs contain material
for the entire racing season with

MAGAZINE

HAPPENINGS • HISTORY • HUMOUR • HELP

SUMMER 2020

Most programs were for a specific
track, but in recent years there has been a
series-only program, such as the one for the
PMRA drag racing series. The NASCAR

Canada Series
has also produced such a publication.
These would provide an overview and
history of the series, past winners, driver
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and team profiles, and participating
tracks.
Many of the programs, especially ones
produced solely for a big event, provide
driver rosters with their hometown
and car information. Quite often this
information will be set up in a box score
format so the fan can record the racing
action on a personal level. There could also
be some short bios on the drivers along
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with a head shot. There will also be an upto-date points listing.
This now-historical information is
interesting to read, but that’s only half
the fun. Not only do these printed pages
provide a window into former racing, they
are full of advertisements of the period
which are a treat to read.
A 1956 Harewood Acres program is
chock-full of factory and dealer-sponsored
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car ads, telling you the virtues of the
Austin-Healey “100”, the Sunbean Rapier,
the Chevrolet Corvette, the DKW, and the
Mercedes-Benz 300 SL. Related ads include
products such as Dunlop tires, Perfect
Circle piston rings, and Lucas electrical
equipment.
The 1964 Speedway Park handout
includes some auto ads, such as ChevyOlds dealer Wills Motors, but is more local
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in nature with ads from Midas Muffler and
Speed ‘N’ Sport.
The Speedway program is full of places
to go after the racing, such as an A&W
drive-in, the Dutch Farm Markets, the
Casablanca Hotel, and the Millionaire
drive-in. It also contains ads for CocaCola, 7 Up, and Lever’s potato chips,
mixed in with General Concrete, Quigley
Construction, Murray Walters Jewellers,
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and Essex Packers.
“Ontario’s finest
potatoes” were used
for “Minit-Fries” to eat
while perusing your
1965 CNE program, or
you could have some ice
cream from Donland’s
with “quality you can
taste”. You could “enjoy
the fresh lively flavour
of Nescafe” while
watching the Hobby
cars or Late Models
at the CNE, or you
could head over to the
Pickfair Tavern after
the races.
No matter what type
of racing, the programs
contained driver lists
with either big names at the time or names
that would become big.
Racers such as Graham Hill, Parnelli
Jones, Roger Penske, Jim Hall, and Ross
de St. Croix graced the pages of June 1963
Player’s 200 program, driving cars such
as a Lotus 19, Chaparral, Ford Cobra, and
Porsche RS61.
The 1977 Cayuga program lists some
oval track drivers who became leaders in

the game, including Bentley Warren,
Warren Coniam, both Super Modified
drivers, and some Late Model aces such
as Earl Ross, Junior Hanley, and Don
Biederman.
Most programs contained editorial
content about racing. Most of this content
was written by major media sports
writers, such as the Toronto Star’s Milt
Dunnell, Steve Douglas of the CBC,
the Globe and Mail’s Jim Vipond, Rich
Clee, and Jack Gatecliffe from the Saint
Catharines Standard.
These page-long essays were written
by men who were somewhat out of their
element. Their beats were ball-andstick sports, and they wrote about auto
racing in general with references to other
sports. The NHL and the CFL were often
mentioned. Racing stories were often
confined to the major players such as
IndyCar racing or NASCAR, but once in
a while there would be a timely column
on local racers such as Jack Cook, Pat
Duke, or Norm Lelliott.
Collecting vintage racing programs
can be an interesting hobby, offering a
historic and insightful view to not only
the actual racing that took place but to
the environment of the racing at the time.

55

COMING SOON!

LEGENDS

LEGENDARY RACERS
SPECIAL ORDER
LIMITED EDITION
SIGNED ARTIST’S
PROOFS

F-1, LeMans, Prototypes, GT Cars, CanAm, MotoGP, and more!
Watch for new releases!
These technical-style art prints will please the most discerning gear-head! Resembling blueprints,
these special edition prints feature Championship-winning F1 cars, LeMans winners and many of
the mighty competition machines that made racing history. Rendered by Doug Switzer and individually digitally printed on demand on stable, museum quality acid-free stock they are signed by the
artist. They look absolutely spectacular when matted and framed. As limited editions, they will only
be produced in one size, a giant 30” x 20” and will be produced in limited numbers. Great in your
bar, rec room, den or garage. Heck, maybe even in the bedroom! The perfect gift for any dedicated
car-lover, even yourself! Special order only, watch for new releases coming soon!

89.30”
2268.2 mm

Check the Blueplanprints Facebook page for more details:
https://www.facebook.com/BlueplanprintsArt/
56
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VIEW FROM
THE SADDLE

MUSINGS ON MOTORCYCLING AND
THE TWO-WHEELED LIFESTYLE...

Last fall’s trip to view a spectacular
“Algonquin Autumn” was eventful...
to say the least!
Story and photos by Ken Van Wyck, Moto/ology Contributor

R

iding a motorcycle has been in my bones since before I
could ride. Just like any 8-year-old kid, I would imagine
what it would be like if my three-speed Mustang bicycle
was powered by a motor. A wooden clothes pin and an extra Phil
Esposito hockey card clipped to the forks next to the spokes of my
wheel would provide the sound, but still it lacked the mechanical
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vibration of an internal combustion engine—not to mention the
torque and horsepower. Any time I saw a motorcyclist perched on
top of his two-wheeled ride I would imagine what it would be like
to scoot through a field, into the woods or along a gravel road on
a warm spring day. Cruising down the highway heading wherever
the front wheel points without any particular destination in mind,
just enjoying the feeling of freedom and power with just a twist of
the wrist was always appealing to me. The seed was planted.
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Fast forward, in what seems like the blink of an eye, I now have
more than 40 years worth of “get my motor runnin’ rolling down
the highway, looking for adventure and whatever rolls my way”—
to quote a song lyric from one of the greatest Canadian rock and
roll bands of all time, Steppenwolf.
Ahh... this is my riding mantra and
theme song I play in my head every
time I throw a leg over the saddle of my
motorcycle.
I have always enjoyed learning to spin
wrenches on any bikes I have owned,
keeping them in excellent working
order. Regular service and maintenance
is of course the best way to keep any
vehicle operating safely, efficiently,
and reliably. My current ride is a 2005
Harley-Davidson Road Glide. Now with
198,000 kms on it, it still runs as well,
if not even better than the day I bought
it new. And no, it does not leak oil
everywhere I park. And yes, it has oil in
it. (That’s a comment I most often hear
about riding a Harley) It also shakes
and vibrates as most would say but I
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refer to it more as throbbing. Throbbing to hit the highway for
adventures!
I hope to share with our readers my view from the saddle,
places I’ve explored, highways I’ve traveled and challenges that

Photo courtesy Wicky Commons
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I have experienced and had to overcome.
Risks from sharing the road with vehicles
of all sizes is just part of the cost of
adventure. Sometimes drivers of these
other vehicles are very attentive, respectful
and cautious on the road. Others have no
place being in control of their wheeled
weapon because they put everyone’s life in
danger. Many fall somewhere in between.
I am a very cautious rider, in that I remain
aware of my surroundings 98% of the time.
The other 2% would be the usual deadly
distractions. Becoming too fixated on the
landscape or scenery around me, looking

down at the dashboard to check the GPS,
speed, fuel level or if I forgot to turn off my
left turn signal, adjusting the radio to hear
my favourite song by Steppenwolf or just
daydreaming from fatigue on one of my
cross-country trips. That’s when I give my
head a shake and refocus or just pull off
at the next rest stop. It’s that 2% that will
get you into trouble on a motorcycle. Now
the actual scientific mathematical formula
may not specifically be 98% to 2% but I am
sure I’ve made my point. Any time you are
operating any kind of vehicle, on the public
roadways or on a track you must be 100%

“

focused on the task at hand. I will now
share with you an example of just what I
mean.
While riding towards Algonquin Park
in Ontario, Canada on Highway 60 as it
swings around Huntsville, I was enjoying
a crisp fall afternoon ride with a couple
buddies and our spouses, taking in the
splendor of the fall colours all awashed
with brilliant sunshine under a clear blue
sky. I was anticipating the kaleidoscope
of coloured beauty offered by the largest
provincial park in Ontario and the vistas
viewed from the saddle of my ride. The
senses are overloaded in the fall when
riding a motorcycle and it’s enhanced
by a calm, sunny day with smells of
freshly fallen leaves and property owners
raking and burning small brush piles in

preparation of the impending change of
seasons. This is one of the rides I most
cherish where I reflect on the travels of
the waning motorcycling season. There is
no greater feeling of connecting with your
surroundings than on the back of a bike.
Except when you can share this experience
with like-minded friends who come along
for the ride.
I usually don’t like to ride in large
groups of bikes. Two or three riders who
you know well is my preference. You get
to know their riding habits and abilities as
well as understanding their comfort level
to stretch their bladder from one stop to
the next.

My foot raises from the floor board, shadowing the rear brake pedal and my
right hand eases off the throttle slightly, while my fingers are ready to reach for
the front brake. It's sort of a self-preservation technique I learned...
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As our small group got closer to the west
gate of Algonquin Park riding east, there
were many vehicles on the road alongside
us, all with the same idea—to join in the
annual pilgrimage to see the autumn
colours. The greatest advantage from the
saddle of any motorcycle on a ride like this
is the full surround-sound, technicolour
immersion into the journey—but we
must always remain vigilant of our
surroundings. The road surface is dry.
There is no debris such as leaves, sand or
stones on the pavement. Vehicles of all
sizes around us including highway coaches
packed with tourists from the city, all
eager to capture the perfect photograph
to display on their office
desktop or social media.
While approaching an
intersection with two lanes
east and west both directions
with left turn lanes, my guard
goes up. Lots of traffic going
in any direction. No traffic
signals at this intersection
for some reason making
it even more urgent I keep
focused on the traffic around
me. My foot raises from
the floor board, shadowing
the rear brake pedal and
my right hand eases off the
throttle slightly, while my
fingers are ready to reach for
the front brake. It’s sort of a
self-preservation technique I
learned early on in my riding
career. Almost as if I had a
premonition, the car in front
of me, clearly overloaded with
a family hoping to enjoy the
same destination as we were,
made an abrupt, radical lane
change in front of me. We
were both traveling in the
same direction, he in the right
hand lane, I in the passing
lane and approaching the
intersection I had described
earlier. They were only about
three car lengths in front
of me and traveling about
the same speed as me when
without warning they turned
left, swinging across my path

heading for the left turn lane and braking
hard at the same time to avoid missing
the turn. I had to take immediate evasive
action!
I was leading our small group of three
bikes, each with our spouses perched on
the seat behind us. I grabbed a handful of
brakes while at the same time checking
behind for the safety of my riding partners
or any other vehicles approaching from
the rear. I didn’t want them to run into me
nor did I want to turn into their path. This
wasn’t the first time I had to lock up both
front and rear wheels at the same time
which is never a good idea on a motorcycle,
especially while executing an emergency
maneuver. I was able to feather the brakes
enough to remain in control and narrowly
miss the looming obstacle that suddenly
crossed my path. As I mentioned earlier,
riding a motorcycle offers a surroundsound experience on the road. Hearing
squealing tires coming from every
direction and behind you really heightens
your spatial awareness!
We all safely made it through our brush
with disaster. While it was certainly
unnerving at the time, having a discussion
and sharing some valuable points of view
over a coffee during a rest stop soon after
the event, helps us settle and remain
focused for the rest of the adventure.
Our ride continued on that day with
us safely arriving at the east gate where
we stopped for a quick “bio” break and
photo-op. Here is where you are supposed
to purchase a park pass when planning
to enjoy park amenities like hiking trails
and restrooms. We didn’t plan to stay
long, just passing by. We were amazed at
how congested with traffic this rest area
was. There were motorcycles, buses, vans,
sportscars, (both vintage convertibles
and exquisite european supercars) RV’s,
trucks with campers and even a couple of
transport trucks.
The ride through the actual park was
slow due to the volume of traffic. The
speed limit is 80km/h but the traffic
sauntered along at 60km/h at best. Just
as we built up a little speed the traffic
would almost come to a crawl as someone
would suddenly pull off to engage the
panoramic views looking across a valley.
You could see rolling hills blanketed with
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Photos from the Doug Switzer Family Archives.

MY TWO
WHEELS
WORTH...
My motorcycling
experiences haven’t
always been the best
2 cents worth from Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher

O

The autumn colours in Algonquin Park in Ontario, Canada can be absolutely spectacular from the saddle of a bike – just beware of inattentive drivers!

blazing orange-red trees accentuated
with patches of green, deciduous trees and
evergreens. When the sun illuminated the
colours on the trees they almost took on an
irridescent quality. It truly was a sight to
behold. Clearly everybody was mesmerized
with the beauty of nature. What a national
treasure Algonquin is! Then I thought, this
is not the best time to enjoy the ride on a
motorcycle. Too many distracted drivers.
I’m even getting distracted. At the next rest
stop we turned around to get away from the
“rush hour” traffic. Something you would
never expect to see this far north of the 401!
We hadn’t made it too far across Highway
60 due to the unusual traffic congestion,
so we planned to stop in at a roadhouse
tavern we passed on the way in. It’s called
“The Cookhouse” and it’s only minutes
east of Highway 35. It has a gravel parking
lot so we need to be careful pulling in. We
figured it must be good as we saw lots of
vehicles there when we passed by earlier.
Turns out the food was great. Typical tasty
pub-fare, good portions and reasonable
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prices. Coffee is hot and the beer is cold. Its
decor is very rustic and eclectic with lots of
interesting memorabilia mounted on the
walls and hanging from the ceiling. The
most striking object that caught my eye
was a chandelier made from Corona beer
bottles. Impressive, but I kind of dig quirky
things like that.
After satisfying our hunger and
enjoying a coffee next to the two large
garage doors that opened onto the
south-facing deck looking over the
parking lot, we suited up in our riding
gear, donned our helmets and turned
towards Highway 35 heading south
for Dorset. Highway 35 is another
fantastic highway for touring but on
this particular weekend it too was
laden with traffic. There are lots of
amazing sights to see along Highway
35 with its long, sweeping turns and
elevation changes making it a popular
road for touring with both motorcycle
and sportscar enthusiasts.
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I’ll be happy to share more thoughts and
reviews of my two-wheeled adventures in
the upcoming issues of MOTO/OLOGY.
Although the “view from the saddle” may
not be for everyone, for some of us, it’s
what motivates us to travel and explore. Be
safe out there, share the road and please,
check your blind spots!
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k, when I had read Ken Van
Wyck’s article on the joys and
tribulations of motorcycling, my
mind flashed back to my ill-spent youth and
some of the absolutely silly and frightening
adventures I let loose on myself.
Now, I should explain that I’m not exactly
a stranger to the world of two-wheeled
motoring, it runs in my family’s blood and
goes back a few generations. As you can see
from the accompanying photos, my parents
cut pretty rebellious-looking figures as far
back a the late 30’s and early 40’s when my
father tore up the streets with his fabulous,
thumping Indian. I love the Brando-ish
shot of him on his bike with the goofy flags
on the front! Hey, back in those days, that
was pure style! And in the shot of my Mum
in her very stylish riding togs, she looks
more like a daring aviatrix than a biker.
Something along the lines of Amy Johnson
or Amelia Earhardt methinks?
Anyway, I’m just trying to point out that
I come by my gear-headedness honestly and
via my family’s dubious gene pool.
So, in my younger and slightly more
foolish years, I decided I needed to prove
my prowess in and on all things motordriven. It was obvious I should expand my
repertoire to include not only automatic
and standard-transmission equipped
cars, I should also prove my skills on two
wheels. Now, I had spent some time in
semi-control roaring around the back
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forty at my brother’s place on some smalldisplacemnt trail bikes so I figured I’ve
got this two-wheeled thing all figured out,
right? Well, one hot summer day when I was
in my early 20’s an acquaintance offered to
let me try out his much-modified Norton
Commando, so I said “sure! Cool.” I’d now
show them how a real master rides a hot
bike like this. “Hot” being the key word
here. As I said, it was a hot summer day and
I was in the standard dress of the times, a
very loose t-shirt with cut-off shorts and
sneakers-sans-socks.
As I climbed aboard the Norton, the
owner advised me to “be careful, the
throttle is a bit touchy and the back brakes
haven’t been adjusted quite right yet”.
My first twist of the grip told the truth.
“Touchy” wasn’t the right word. Stuck on
the end of those tiny “clip-on” handlebars
was a two-position throttle. It was either off
or on full-chat. Oh well, I can handle it, I
thought. As I let the revs fly and tried easing
out the clutch, the thing grabbed like a beartrap, the front wheel rose up and I was off
at light-speed! I did manage to gather it up
and regain some semblance of control, but
this thing was beserk! I negotiated my way
around the block and was coming back into
view of my friends in the drive at my house
and as I approached the busy intersection
ahead, I applied the rear brake and...
nothing. I’m rapidly approaching some
cross-traffic now and I’m litereally jumping

on that frikkin’ pedal and this thing is only
slightly slowing —I’m still at great velocity
and almost on top of the approaching cars!
I grab for the front brake and guess what?
It works really well! As I lock the front up
and screech to a halt, I stall the damned
thing! My entourage is watching all this
with interest so I figure “no problem, I’ll
just give her a kick, fire it back up and ride
over to where everyone’s watching.” Then
I found out this thing also has about a
two-million-to-one compression ratio. As
I jump down on the kick-starter, it doesn’t
budge at all and I lose my balance and over
I go. Now I’m really embarrassed as I lie
there with this monster on top of me, wait
a minute... I smell someone cooking bacon,
no that’s my bloody leg under the exhaust!
Sweet GEEZ, get this thing off me!
My friends ran to my rescue and
hauled the slightly damaged bike off my
smouldering limb, taking a bit of my leg
with it. I had third degree burns to a couple
of spots on my right leg and spent a pretty
uncomfortable balance of the summer
hobbling around on crutches and making
repeated visits to the doctor’s for bandage
changes and monitoring.
This experience taught me a couple of
valuable lessons. First, I’m never anywhere
near as good as I think I am and second,
from here on in, when I go “motoring”,
I shall be sure to have at least one wheel
under each corner!
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HARRY GREENING

A true pioneer in the development of power boating...

Photo by Don Miller

Story by Tim Miller, Moto|ology Contributor. Photos courtesy of the Greening family.

H

e was an
industrialist. He
was a pioneer
in the world of automobiles
at the beginning of the
20th century. But Harry
Greening is best known for
his design and competition
in the development of
power boat racing. His
succession of Gadfly and Rainbow boats set the benchmark
in development and garnered Greening and his associates
international recognition.
Born in Hamilton, Ontario, Canada in 1880, Greening’s
grandfather and father had established a prominent wire
manufacturing business which provided the funds for young
Harry to experiment with the newly-developed internal
combustion engine in several areas. He and his father Samuel were
founding members of the Hamilton Automobile Club in 1903, the
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oldest such organization in Canada.
But Greening’s calling was mechanized water transport.
Starting with a canoe powered by a home-built threehorsepower engine in 1904, he was on his way. In 1908,
his Gadfly 1, a yacht designed by Bill Luders, was cruising
around Hamilton Bay at the speed of 15 mph thanks to its
10-horsepower Buick engine. Next came the Gadfly II with a
24-horsepower engine, the Gadfly III with 135-horsepower,
and in 1918 the final in this series, the Gadfly IV, a
V-bottomed boat capable of 30 mph.
The era after WWI and into the 1920s was a time of
significant progress in motorized transport on land, in the
air, and on the water. And it was here that Greening headed
the development of water craft working with designer
George Crouch and Muskoka-area builder Herb Ditchburn
of Gravenhurst.
With their sights set on the Fisher Trophy, the group
headed to Miami in 1920 with their new Rainbow I to
compete in a three-day series of races. More of an endurance
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contest than on of out-and-out
speed, Greening and his team
tweaked the Sterling engine to
provide both performance and
reliability, and with 300 horsepower
on tap, they handily won all three
contests in Miami.
The Rainbow II was not a
success. Although it could ride
the water at 60 mph, it suffered
structural damage. It was rebuilt
and sold after its maiden voyage in
Buffalo.
Now more determined with
lessons learned, the next Rainbow
had a propeller mounted behind
the transom with an outboardmounted rudder. Teamed with
designer John Hacker and builder
Ditchburn, the boat won two of
three events with its Packard engine
during the 1923 Gold Cup event in
Detroit.
After Detroit, Greening took this
boat with its innovative external
prop and rudder set-up to Lake
Rousseau in Muskoka, and set a
new record traveling 1064 miles in
24 hours.
There would be several more
Rainbows, and built into each
of these was a succession of
technological and mechanical
improvements, such as the

ABOVE: Harry and his friends in Rainbow
IV seem to be taking part in a bit of a race
across the lake against what appears to be
a Curtiss MF Seagull Flying Boat.
LEFT: Harry waves from the cockpit of one
of his remarkable powerbouts.
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diagonally-placed and controversial lapstreak planking and a
series of more powerful engines.
Greening represented Canada for the Duke of York Trophy
in England with a smaller 22-foot boat with an eight-cylinder
engine of just over 91 cubic inches and 200 horsepower, no small
feat in the early 1920s.
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In 1928 Greening used all the knowledge and expertise
learned over the years in the building the Rainbow VII. A
massive boat 38-feet long with a nine-foot beam, it could carry
up to 15 passengers. It was also capable of 60 mph, thanks to its
construction and a pair of Packard-built Liberty aircraft engines
producing about 600 horsepower. He won the Lipton Cup in
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There was a Rainbow VIII and
IX, but Greening’s racing career
was finished by 1929. The IX was
built in 1934 with the intent of
recapturing the North American
speed record of 73 mph, but it
never happened.
Greening continued to be
involved with the sport, and
served on the American Power
Boat Association and the
Canadian Boating Association.
His long alliance with the Royal
Hamilton Yacht Club continued,
where he was Commodore for a
period in the 1920s.
Among his accolades, including
Always mechanically-inclined, Harry would perform repairs whenever and wherever necessary. Here,
honours with the APBA and the
he’s not about to let a breakdown get the better of a fanily outing to Hamilton Beach.
Canadian Motorsport Hall of
Detroit with this boat along with the North American Powerboat Fame, perhaps Greening’s greatest legacy is the restoration of several
of his boats including the Rainbow I and Rainbow III. These restored
Championship.
Then he went out and set the world’s endurance title, averaging examples can be appreciated by today's enthusiasts for Greening's
devotion, drive, and talent that brought international recognition.
63 mph for a 12-hour duration.
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Photo courtesy of Feathercraft.net

For information and background on vintage
Feather Craft Boats be sure to check out the
enthusiast’s website at: https://www.feathercraft.net

The Flying Boatmen and their
fabulous Feather Crafts!

I

n 1953, Colonel Scott Fellows of
the U.S. Air Force was stationed at
the McGhee-Tyson Airforce Base
in Knoxville, Tennessee amid the many
lakes and rivers of the area. A creative kind of guy, he
envisioned the boating equivalent to the popular airshow
acts of the time and decided it would be a good idea to “put
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Photos courtesy of “The Flying Boatmen” Facebook site

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT THESE
FASCINATING
WEBSITES!

on a show”, but on water. He formed the Flying Boatmen
Club and recruited a few members.
For the fascinating history of The Flying Boatmen
demonstration team and their Feather Craft boats visit the
commemorative Facebook site at:

https://www.facebook.com/flyingboatmen/
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FORMULA FORD: The “popular” class
Well it looks like we’re in the next phase
of relaxing the lockdowns after the
COVID-19 pandemic, so here’s our plans
that were delayed in the Spring.
Hopefully things will begin to open up and
we don’t have a “second wave”, necessitating
a re-introduction of the dreaded lockdown.
If all goes well, I’ll day-trip out to fulfill my
promise to bring you some of the articles
announced last issue.

THAT “POPULAR” CLASS

Gladiator Road Racing not only races a
Formula Vee, but they also run a Formula
Ford, and quite successfully.
Formula Ford at present is divided into
three basic classes. There’s the “modern”
Formula 1600 cars, then there’s the
Formula Ford “Club” cars and finally the
oldest, original “Vintage” Formula Fords.
Pete Viccary fills us in on the differences to
FV, along with the ins and outs of running
a winning car in this popular racing class.

SUMMER FLY-BYS

Some day trips to check out some
seriously cool aircraft!
With luck, we’ll be off to BramptonCaledon Airport to see the Great War
Flying Museum’s WW1 aircraft replicas
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both on the ground and putting on their
in-flight displays. With the lockdown lifted,
the Museum should be open and we’ll bring
you a report one way or the other!

CHECKING OUT THE CWH

We plan on also taking a day-trip to check
out the Canadian Warplane Heritage
Museum’s Collection.
We’ll head down to Hamilton, Ontario’s
John C. Munro International Airport to
see the famous and mighty Avro Lancaster
along with some of their most recent
additions to this important collection of
WW2 aircraft. We'll find out the when’s and
where’s and bring you a report!

PORSCHES & PLANES

Royce Rumsey has promised us another
breathtaking photo-report from the
“left coast” on the summer's gathering
of Porsches and planes at the Lyon Air
Museum. I can’t wait to see Royce’s fabulous
photos on these pages again!

MORE BIKE TRIP(S)!

Ken Van Wyck’s two-wheeled travels
around the continent continues!
We’ll get a report from Ken on some of his
truly epic journeys with his trusty Harley.
There will be more of his best pics, candid
comments and stirring stories!
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MOTORAMA

Tim Miller shares some insights into the
fabulous GM Motorama travelling trade
shows of the 50’s!
Tim writes knowledgeably and punctuates
with fascinating old photos to show us a
bygone era when there were no limits to what
could be dreamed up in automobile styling
and concepts!

PERSONAL INTERVIEWS

John Wright talks with some more great
racers and celebrities of days gone by!
In a series of pre-recorded interviews, John
takes us into the confidence of some of the
true legends of motorsport and reveals these
people’s thoughts and some great stories.
Check out more of his chats in the upcoming
Fall issue.

CLASSIFIED ADS!

This next fall issue we’ll be running some
Ads from our readers! Check them out!
This will be a section dedicated to showing
off collectibles and other “stuff” from our
readers and supporters. You should be one!

AND MUCH MORE!

Photo by Doug Switzer

WELL, IT LOOKS LIKE
THINGS ARE OPENING UP!

Photo by Doug Switzer

UP NEXT ISSUE

We’re also working on some more boat-stuff
and other articles that are both thoughtprovoking and entertaining. Don’t miss the
Fall Issue of Moto|ology, coming soon!
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