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GHOST RIDERS:
TOUR OF THE HOODOOS 
Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost Owners take 
their venerable machines on an 
extended tour of the old west!

This flathead-powered French 
special ran at the first

Watkins Glen GP

THE AMAZING
FLYING BUG

Ettore Bugatti and Louis Le Monge
didn't just build some nifty cars.

Ford's Refined 
Approach to 
Auto Shows

Tim Miller shows us Ford’s 
answer to GM’s glitzy 

Motorama events!

SUMMER'S HERE!

BNC SPECIAL: French Charm
with American Muscle
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PUBLISHER’S 
MESSAGE
OK, I’ve done something I promised myself I 

would never do, or at least try to never do. We 
had the summer ’22 issue of Moto/ology pretty 

well all put to bed and we were looking at a release that 
was almost on time almost three weeks ago, then bang, 
there came a fantastic article from our old friend and 
contributor Royce Rumsey, and I just couldn’t let this wait 
for a later issue.

So, I made the “executive decision” to push the 
completed summer version of the mag back to this 
fall and re-do the whole thing so we could get Royce’s 
phenomenal photo-essay on a recent fabulous tour of the 
southwest U.S. by owners of Rolls Royce Silver Ghosts 
front and centre in this issue. I do believe it was worth 
pushing things back a couple of weeks seeing as with a 
digital publication, there is no real time limitation on 
when or for how long the ads appear and our esteemed 
advertisers will continue to get great value with their 
messages up before the public for as long as the issues are 
posted...which is like, forever.

There are going to be some more super articles and 
musings in the fall issue, but right now, the summer 
version is here before you and I do hope you enjoy our 
extra efforts. 

Speaking of advertising, we would like to welcome 
some new supporters to Moto/ology. We’ve now had 
Brack Driving Concepts join us and we look forward to 
taking a look at their operations and endeavours in detail 
in some upcoming issues. In the meantime, we ask that 
you check out their offerings and consider their super 
driver training courses whenever you find you’re in the 
market for such a thing.

Another newby to the fold is EezePlate. Their very 
trick product is just what’s needed to satisfy the ruling 
authority’s requirement for registration plates without 
drilling unsightly holes in your valuable vehicle. They 
also have other capabilities that could prove very useful 
for a lot of our readers in the racing community, not to 

mention those of us that are working on restorations and 
whatnot. Please check them out and ask about all their 
services.

On another note, there’s been some distressing 
developments in the world that continue to affect our 
sports, hobbies and lives in general. As we slowly learn to 
live with the tenacious and deadly pandemic, and think 
we have better times ahead, we’re now confronted with 
the spectre of a wicked and unnecessary war. (Uh-oh, here 
I go getting political again... something else I promised 
myself I wouldn’t do.) But hey, sometimes I think things 
just have to be said and facts have to be faced.

The misguided machinations of the Russian leaders has 
put the world on edge and become a major contributor 
to a painful rate of inflation. This in turn has pushed the 
price of fuel, food and almost everything else into the 
realm of unaffordability for all too many of us regular 
people and the death, destruction and disorder that has 
been wrought on Ukraine is truly inexcusable in our 
modern world.

And the BS about Ukraine being full of “Nazi’s” is just 
that... bull. While there may well be neo-Nazi groups and 
supporters within the country it’s been estimated to be less 
than 2 percent of the population. Geez, there’s more than 
that within the ranks of the hard right in the U.S. And 
don’t forget the President of Ukraine is Jewish for heaven’s 
sake. I doubt very much he holds Nazi sympathies. 
No, it appears the real reason for the Russian “Special 
Military Operation” is rooted in Mr. Putin’s thuggish KGB 
background and the fact he has publicly lamented the 
dissolution of the old Soviet Union. He wants to bring 
the old order back and he figures flexing his military 
muscles is the way to do it. Does he not recognize that 
military operations are not the way to win friends and 
influence people? I mean, if he wants to get Ukraine into 
the Russian fold he should be doing it with the economy, 
not the military. Make them a lucrative offer that makes it 

Note from the Publisher

Shifting gears in mid-corner...

MOTO/OLOGY MAGAZINE is published quarterly online by Advercom Consulting 
as an alternative transportation/aviation/motoring/motorsport resource for the technical 
enthusiast, history buff and collector. The contents of this publication are the opinions and 
views of the authors of each article and the respective advertisers and may not represent 
the views or standpoint of the publishers, their management, staff or associates.

While we undertake careful editorial and judicious review of all material submitted, 
the publishers cannot in any way be held responsible for any errors or omissions which 
may occur. We reserve the right to publish a correction or retraction as the sole means of 
correcting such oversights.

All contents Copyright ©2022 Advercom Consulting. No part of this publication may be 
reproduced in whole or in part without the express written consent of the publisher.

OUR TENTH ISSUE AND THIRD YEAR                          Volume 3 Number 2

ABOUT OUR 
COVER

CONTENTS

This very smart Rolls 
Royce Silver Ghost 
Drophead Coupé 
was one of the 38 
breathtaking 100-plus-
year-old cars that ran 
in the recent Hoodoo 
tour through some 
spectacular areas of 
the Southwest U.S. All 
was captured through 
the discerning lens of 
Royce Rumsey. See the 
whole story and more 
pics on Page 30.
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Here we are in the middle of summer 2022 and things are heating up 
both figuratively and weather-wise. With the pandemic hopefully 
on the way out or at least becoming more controllable, things were 

actually starting to look up. However, we continue to face new challenges, this 
time in the form of greed or envy leading to a war that few want or condone. 
At this point, all we can do is hope for it to end very soon and some degree of 
normalcy to resume. Until that happens, we’ll continue looking at select items 
of news and novelty that are influencing the world of motor-driven things.

SORT OF RELEVANT THINGS.
Motor-driven News and Announcements

PORSCHE EXPERIENCE 
TORONTO BREAKS GROUND.
GLOBE NEWSWIRE: 
TORONTO, ONTARIO, CANADA 

(JULY, 2022) – Eight months 
after announcing that it would 
build its first and very own Porsche 
Experience Centre (PEC), Porsche 
Cars Canada, Ltd. officially broke 
ground on the project during a 
ceremony held yesterday in front of 
a group of more than 100 attendees 
including city and province officials.

As the tenth of these facilities in 
the world and the third of its kind 
in North America after Atlanta and 
Los Angeles, the future Porsche 
Experience Centre Toronto will be 
located on a dedicated, 20-acre site 
at the “Durham Live” development 
in Pickering, Ontario. A casino 
and luxury hotel are currently 
operating, and the site will include 
a concert venue and more than 
400,000 square feet of retail space. 
The future PEC Toronto is slated to 
open in 2024.

“The kick-off to this construction 
project represents the culmination 
of years of dedication and planning 
by teams on both sides of the 
Atlantic,” said Marc Ouayoun, 
President and CEO, Porsche Cars 
Canada, Ltd. “More than a circuit, 

the future Porsche Experience 
Centre Toronto will represent 
a unique, exhilarating, and 
memorable place where visitors can 
fully immerse themselves in the 
brand and its products.”

PEC Toronto will be a brand 
park and major tourist destination 
where visitors can experience 
vehicle dynamics, technology, and 
emotion first-hand with expert 
guidance from Porsche instructors 
through various driving modules all 
year long and within a 30-minute 
drive of downtown Toronto. This 
domestic and international tourist 
destination will include a driving 
circuit over 2 kilometres in length, 
designed by Tilke Engineering to 

highlight the technological prowess 
of the Zuffenhausen brand’s two- 
and four-door sports cars – in their 
ideal playground. This will allow 
customers and fans to immerse 
themselves in the world of Porsche 
regardless of whether they own one 
or not.

“Porsche is one of the world’s most 
iconic and prestigious brands, and 
we are thrilled that the PEC project 
will bring thousands of visitors to 
our city as they seek new, visceral, 
and memorable experiences, all 
within minutes of downtown 
Toronto,” said Dave Ryan, Mayor, 
City of Pickering.

Visitors of the PEC Toronto will 
also be able to admire current and 

The Toronto Indycar race returned this summer after a lengthy hiatus due to the COVID 
pandemic. Above, Ryan Hunter-Reay pilots his DHL Andretti Motorsport Dallara-Honda around 

the Toronto street circuit back in 2019, the last year the event was run.
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Porcshe company representatives along with provincial and municipal dignitaries break ground on the new Toronto Porsche Experience Centre in 
Pickering, Ontario, Canada. The Toronto “PEC” will be the tenth in the world, the third in North America and the first of its kind in Canada.

Marc Ouayoun, President and CEO, Porsche Cars Canada spoke at the groundbreaking ceremonies.

There’s continuing research and 
breakthroughs being made in the 
realm of alternative power, battery 
technology and the somewhat 
questionable pursuit of autonomous, 
or self-driving vehicles along with the 
possibly dangerous development of 
artificial intelligence to manage and 
control these things. While it may 
be nice to think of us all just lying 
back with a cold drink and letting 
the robots do all the work for us, I for 
one, am a bit more willing to actually 
take part in stuff and do things rather 
than let the machines do it all. Not 

because the machines can’t do it, 
mind you, but more because I can. It 
well, sort of gives me purpose.  

Anyway, we’ll continue to keep an 
eye on these and other developments 
and report on the things that some 
may feel are a bit obscure, but they 
will be things you won’t readily find 
in the other mainstream media.

And once again, if you have 
any motor-related news or 
announcements that you’d like to 
share, please send them to us for 
consideration. Send all material to: 
editor@motoology.com

worthwhile to join his merry band. 
Bombing the infrastructure and 
killing people rarely wins them over.

 It is kind of interesting, however 
that the purported easy walkover 
of Ukraine hasn’t occurred. Who’d 
have expected that country to 
fight back against an international 
superpower bully? But fighting back 
they are and although they may well 
be defeated in the short term, the 
situation currently has Putin dashing 
his own military on the rocks of 
Ukrainian resistance and for that 
we can all be somewhat thankful. 
Anything that takes the wind out 
of his sails will serve us well when 
and if he attempts another “Special 
Military Operation” or takeover.

We can also hope the countries 
that have pledged allegiance to 
Ukraine’s cause will live up to their 
commitment to boycott Russian 
goods and services in an effort to 
forbid aid to the aggressor’s forces. 
Do you hear that, Canada? Perhaps 
supplying the hardware for the 
Russian pipelines isn’t serving that 
purpose very well. But then again, 
Canada’s efforts were sadly lacking 
in helping our anti-Taliban allies 
that were left behind in Afghanistan. 
I feel this is all quite shameful. 
Hopefully these people that call 
themselves “leaders” will grow a 
conscience someday soon.

Anyway, let’s hope for better days 
ahead and the return of peace, 
stability, honour and reason.

Once again and always, please 
spread the word about Moto/ology 
and subscribe if you haven’t already 
done so—remember it’s free and 
you’ll be helping us to grow! We 
also still need your opinions and 
suggestions—drop us a line or an 
e-mail and give us your thoughts!

Thank-you for your readership.

Doug Switzer, Publisher
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historic exhibition vehicles, stop by 
the café, and browse the Porsche 
shop.

“Durham Live is an entertainment 
playground built for diverse 
demographics, thrill seekers, 
sports car aficionados, or the 
culinary connoisseurs; we look 
forward to having the upcoming 
PEC Toronto as a fundamental 
component of our experience,” said 
Steve Apostolopoulos, Managing 
Partner and President of Pickering 
Developments, the owners of the 
Durham Live district.

Focus on sustainability

Aligned with Porsche’s ambition 
to be CO2 net neutral in 2030 across 
the global value chain, electric 

vehicle charging infrastructure will 
be incorporated in the Experience 
Centre’s plan, extending the brand’s 
Destination Charging program. 
Moreover, great emphasis is being 
placed on using an environmentally 
responsible layout for the design, 
build, and operation. Global design, 
architecture, engineering and 
planning firm HOK have designed 
the building and incorporated 
innovative technologies focused 
on sustainability. The company is 
known for projects such as the 2021 
La Guardia Terminal B, the Dali 
museum in St. Petersburg, Florida, 
as well as the Porsche Cars North 
America Atlanta Headquarters.

Porsche Experience Centers are a 
unique concept in the automotive 
industry and offer Porsche fans and 

customers exciting experiences 
with the sports car brand and 
its products. There are PECs in 
Leipzig, Silverstone, Atlanta, Le 
Mans, Los Angeles, Shanghai, 
Germany’s Hockenheimring, 
Franciacorta in Italy, and, since 
October 2021, in Tokyo.

WIN GD AND CHORD X 
PARTNER TO BRING CII 
INSIGHTS TO ENGINE USERS
WINTERTHUR, 
SWITZERLAND, (VIA WAKE 
MEDIA) — WinGD (JUNE, 2022)
Swiss marine power company 
WinGD has signed a proof-of-
concept agreement with emissions 
data specialist Chord X to develop 
digital solutions focused on 
sustainability in shipping. Among 
several areas of development, 
the partnership aims to bring 
ship operators component-level 
insights into carbon intensity 
indicator (CII) ratings.

The collaboration targets 
providing visibility into how 
engine performance affects overall 
vessel operational efficiency as 
reported under IMO’s incoming 
CII regulation. By linking WinGD’s 
engine diagnostics platform WiDE 
with Chord X’s vessel emissions 
analytics solution ecoMax, owners 
and operators can drill down 
into their current or projected 
CII ratings to see whether engine 
operation can be optimised to 
improve ratings.

The connection between the two 
systems shall allow operators to see 
how future voyages will affect CII 
ratings, as well as projecting ratings 
for future years as the regulation 
demands greater efficiency 
improvements. Combined with 
better understanding of engine 
performance, this offers a valuable The partnership between WinGD and Chord X brings new monitoring and diagnostic tools for ship 

operators to gain enhanced efficiencies and insights into emissions and their effects on CII ratings.
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Continued on page 10...

You provide the comfy chair

The Armchair Motorist has been serving 
the national and international 
automobile book market for over 50 
years with “New and Out of Print” 
materials. A large “in stock” inventory of 
over 6,000 books on automobiles, 
racing, biographies and historical 
materials are available for the enthusiast 
via the internet or by appointment for 
viewing. Occasional collections on 
aircraft, trains and boats also are carried 

but not stocked in quantity. The stock 
mainly deals with books, not manuals, 
but some rare technical items do show 
up and are inventoried. Inquiries are 
invited for such technical material and 
“want lists” are maintained. A search 
service is offered with nearly 100% 
success on many rare volumes. A large 
inventory is maintained on most import 
vehicles with marques such as Alfa 
Romeo, Bugatti, Porsche, MG, Aston 
Martin, Bentley, Rolls-Royce, Ferrari, 
Jaguar, Mercedes-Benz, and of course 
the “Big Three” Ford, GM and Chrysler. 
Small marques are well represented with 
stock from Abarth to Zagato.

Check out our inventory at:
www.ArmchairMotorist.com

Phone enquiries to 416 727 0441

© 2020 �e Armchair Motorist

We’ll provide the books

armchair motorist
Automotive and other fine books
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tool to help plan fleet utilisation and 
manage priorities for maintenance.

“Partnering with WinGD will 
allow us to provide the very best 
machine-GHG integration, which 
WinGD and Chord X will design for 
the next generation of marine main 
engines,” said Tin Wei Hong, Chord 
X Head of Business & Partnership 
“Together, we will unlock the full 
potential of data-driven marine main 
engine operation and enable our 
customers to take the best path for 
success in the new digital shipping 
landscape.”

“This collaboration comes at the 
exact time when our industry needs 
greater visibility of the effectiveness 
of GHG-reducing technologies,” 
said WinGD Director of Operations 
Rudolf Holtbecker. “By combining 
WinGD’s advanced engine 
technology innovation and Chord 
X’s focus on the emissions profile 
of vessel operations, ship owners 
can directly connect the emissions 
calculations with enhanced 
machinery analysis.”

By integrating data from WiDE, 
ecoMax can deliver even more 
accurate engine emissions analysis. 
Conversely, WinGD users can 
connect their engine insights from 
WiDE to a well-established vessel 
emissions analytics platform that 

has already been approved by 
DNV as a means for reporting CII 
performance.

The strategic cooperation will 
extend beyond CII to other areas 
where improving the accuracy of 
emissions data – and linking the 
ability to optimise or troubleshoot 
engine performance – can benefit 
ship operators. For example, if 
operators are required to comply with 
emissions trading schemes or carbon 
pricing, just a fractional reduction in 
emissions can lead to big cost savings.

As part of the partnership, WinGD 
customers will be able to access both 
WiDE and ecoMax platforms. Users 
will be able to move between the 
two platforms with a single click, 
enabling simple and fast comparison 
of vessel- and engine-level emissions 
performance with the skills needed to 
operate these vessels of tomorrow.

 
PIL has been a customer with 

WinGD since 2013 and has vessels 
operating with the company’s 
popular X72 and X92 engines. The 
reliable operational performance 
and efficiency of these engines was 
cited as an important factor in the 
awarding of this latest order.

UMICORE TO INVEST $1.5 
BILLION IN CANADIAN 
BATTERY MATERIAL PLANT
VIA CFCM TORONTO, CANADA
(JULY, 2022)
This recent announcement came to 
us through our friends at CFCM, 
Canadian Finishing and Coatings 
Magazine. In short, it fills us in 
on the forging of a major new link 
in the chain required to establish 
domestic battery manufacturing 
capabilities in Canada.

Umicore recently announced its 
plans to construct a manufacturing 
facility for cathode active battery 
materials (CAM) and their precursor 
materials (pCAM) in Ontario. For 
Umicore this investment represents 
the final step in establishing a truly 
global production presence with 
battery material value chains that 
are regionally fully integrated to 
support its customers in their fast 
transformation towards sustainable 
electric mobility.

The planned facility would be the 
first of its kind in North America, 
combining cathode and precursor 
materials manufacturing at a 
large industrial scale, and thereby 
completing the missing link in 

Canada’s battery supply chain, 
from natural resources to electric 
mobility. Umicore is in negotiations 
with several potential customers 
for production contracts in North 
America. This will form the basis for 
Umicore's investment decision and 
underlines its commitment to value 
creative returns.

Umicore and Government of 
Canada sign Agreement

On July 13, Umicore and the 
Government of Canada signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) to finalize the support 
application of the project under 
the Strategic Innovation Fund. 
This MoU follows a recently signed 
agreement with Loyalist Township 
to secure a plot of land of about 350 
acres in Loyalist, Ont. The location, 
in the center of Canada’s automotive 
eco-system, offers critical advantages 
such as access to a highly skilled 
workforce, key infrastructure and 
renewable energy, which the new 
plant will be running on 100 per cent 
from the start of production.

“Canada and the province of 
Ontario have all it takes for Umicore 
to establish a full-fledged, sustainable 
supply chain for battery materials, 
all the way from the mine to the 
end-market of electric vehicles,” 
said Mathias Miedreich, CEO of 
Umicore. “Once the key customer 
contracts are in place, this expansion 
in North America would complete 
our global rollout of regional supply 
chains for our automotive and 
battery cell customers to now exist 
on three continents.”

Umicore is targeting to start 
construction in 2023 and operations 
at the end of 2025 with the potential 
to reach by the end of the decade an 
annual production capacity capable 
of powering approximately one 
million EVs.

WinGD Director of Operations,
Rudolf Holtbecker.

“This announcement is about 
creating jobs, cutting pollution, 
and building a stronger, cleaner 
economy for Canadians. Umicore’s 
intention to establish its new facility 
in Loyalist Township is another 
major step forward as we make 
Canada a global leader in producing 
electric vehicles—from minerals to 
manufacturing. With over 1,000 
good jobs to build the plant, and 
hundreds of permanent positions 
once it is up and running, this new 
facility will play an important role 
in Canada’s clean automotive sector 
well into the future,” said Justin 
Trudeau, Prime Minister of Canada.

Future Expansion and 
Opportunities

Umicore will also explore 
opportunities for metals refining 
and battery recycling in North 
America, to offer its customers in the 
region secure and circular access to 
critical battery materials and - in line 
with its earlier announced ambition 
to establish a regional presence in 
North America—across the CAM 
value chain.

PENNSYLVANIA MOTORSPORTS 
TRAILER BILL PASSES: ACT 91 
MAKES IT TO THE FINISH LINE 
IN PENNSYLVANIA
VIA VARAC, TORONTO, 
CANADA (JULY, 2022)
A long-awaited bill passes that 
provides trailer status clarity 
in support of race teams across 
Pennsylvania.

The United States Motorsports 
Association (USMA) and the 
Motorsports Council of Pennsylvania 
(MCP) are pleased to announce Act 
91 of 2022 (formerly SB 1171) was 
signed into law by Pennsylvania 
Governor Wolf on July 11th, 2022.  
This new law clarifies Federal 
interstate commerce laws as it relates 
to transporting various truck/trailer 
combinations throughout the State of 
Pennsylvania.

Specifically, the new law amends 
PA Title #75 exempting motorsports 
tow vehicles/trailers up to 26,001 lbs. 
(tow vehicle, trailer, and/or combined 
weight of both) from the Federal 
Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) regulations. 

An important provision in Act 
91 exempts individuals traveling to A recent announcement was made that bodes well for the establishment of a domestic advanced 

battery manufacturing cap[ability in Canada that could benefit the auto industry world-wide.

Pennsylvania Representative David Maloney and Robert Johnson, Government Affairs for USMA/
MCP on the Pennsylvania House Floor. The pair were instrumental in getting the long-awaited 

motorsports transport/trailer clarification bill passed.
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Summer’s upon us and by the time you’re reading this, we 
will have already put some interesting and entertaining 
events in the books including the spectacular EAA 

AirVenture at Oshkosh, Wisconsin. But with that said, we’ll still 
be looking forward to more fascinating and fun things to do over 
the coming weeks of hopefully good weather! Wherever you are, 
enjoy the season and stay safe!

 
MOTOGP™ - 2022 MONSTER ENERGY 
BRITISH GRAND PRIX 
AUGUST 5-7/2022 

If you’re in the UK, you’d better hurry if you want to attend the 
2022 Moto GP at Silverstone as it’s coming up fast! Silverstone 
hosts the ultimate family-friendly festival and true celebration of 
motorsport perfect for fans and first timers.

Silverstone’s first motorcycle Grand Prix was held in 1977, and 
it’s been the playground of champions ever since. Britain has 
produced some of the best riders in MotoGP’s history – Mike 
Hailwood, John Surtees, Phil Read and Barry Sheene are just 
a few of the Brits who’ve won championships! The Monster 
Energy British Grand Prix is a fierce, weekend-long festival of fun 
featuring race action for all three classes, Moto3™, Moto2™, and of 
course MotoGP™. Oh! and don't forget the MotoGP™ crowd moves 
on to Austria on August 21, so if you miss Britain, head for the 
continent! For more info on schedules, and tickets, please see the 
website at: https://www.motogp.com/en

ARLINGTON 
SKY-FEST FLY-IN
AUGUST 19-21/2022 

The Arlington Sky-fest Fly-In in Arlington, Washington began 

as a one day fly-In and spaghetti feed in 1969.  It has grown to 
become one of the most popular sport aviation events in the western 
U.S. The “County Fair with Airplanes” is one of the friendliest 
fly-In destinations you could ask for. This event has something 
for everyone, from radio-controlled flight demonstrations to hot 
air balloons to bi-plane rides. Over 1,000 aircraft routinely visit 
including powered parachutes, ultralights, homebuilts, classics, 
vintage aircraft and warbirds. Up to 55,000 guests annually have 
participated in and enjoy this rich festival of aerobatics, hands-on 
workshops, educational forums and many other aviation-oriented 
activities.

Fly-in aircraft arrivals are welcome at SkyFest 2022! We have an 
aircraft parking area where you can park and/or camp for as long as 
you wish during the weekend – it’s up to you! For 2022 there will be 
visiting warbirds, aerobatic demonstrations, a vintage car show and 
a display of military vehicles, along with a kid’s play area and movies 
on the big screen! Food vendors and other amenities will all be 
available on site. For additional information, contact the show at:

Arlington Fly-In
4700 188th ST NE STE G, Arlington, WA 98223
360-435-5857
info@arlingtonflyin.org

WINGS OVER CAMARILLO
AUGUST 20-21/2022 

At Wings Over Camarillo, you will be able to view a wide variety 
of air show performers, both in the sky and on the ground. Billed 
as the premier air show on California’s central coast, this event 
will feature warbirds, flight demonstrations, aerobatic performers 
and static displays of many varied types of aircraft and aviation-
related items. There’s vendors on site, airplane and helicopter 

HAPPENINGS

Air shows, car shows, boat 
shows and racing of all kinds, 
there’s lots of great summer 

things to see and do, so enjoy!Compilation by Doug Switzer, Moto|ology Publisher
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a motorsports event from federal 
laws provided they do not have an 
employment contract requiring 
participation in the event, Not 
Withstanding, the receipt of prize 
money or sponsorship.  This will 
be very positive for many of the 
estimated 5,000 race teams based 
in Pennsylvania as well as those 
traveling to the Commonwealth for 
Motorsports events.

“As Chairman of the Pennsylvania  
Motorsports Caucus, I was happy 
to sponsor the racing amendment 
to Senate Bill 1171”, stated PA 
Representative David Maloney 
(Berks).  “This will be very helpful 
to all racers in our state, particularly 
grassroots race teams across the 
spectrum of Motorsports.”

The USMA and MCP would 
like to recognize Representative 
Maloney for his efforts in passing 
this legislation as well as PA 
Representatives Dawn Keefer (York) 

and Barbara Gleim 
(Cumberland) for 
their commitment 
to having this 
legislation adopted 
in Pennsylvania.  
“Representatives 
Keefer and Gleim 
have dirt tracks in 
their districts as do I,” 
added Rep. Maloney. 
“They understand the 
benefits of dirt track 
racing in their communities.”

“This USMA and MCP advocacy 
effort began several years ago.  Our 
legislators are hearing from the racing 
industry,” stated Robert Johnson 
from the USMA/MCP.  “We thank 
the legislators, law enforcement, and 
all officials who assisted us with this 
legislation.”

Act 91 of 2022 will be taking effect 
in 60 days. 

The USMA is engaging with 

elected officials across several other 
key motorsports states to implement 
similar legislation.

To read more about the bill as it 
relates to Motorsports please see:  
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/

If you have any questions regarding 
this bill and how it may affect your 
racing activities, please reach out to the 
United States Motorsports Association 
at: UnitedStatesMotorsports.com or 
RacingPA.com.
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rides, a classic and vintage car show and 
a special veteran’s tent exhibition along 
with an re-enactment group representing 
the famed 82nd Airborne regiment.  
Aircraft on static display on the ground 
include the A-110 Thunderbolt 2, the 
Boeing C17 Globemaster, a Lockheed 
C-130 Hercules, a vintage C-47 Skytrain, 
an F/A-18 and several helicopters. Call 
or check the event’s website for further 
information. (805) 419-3530 Info@
WingsOverCamarillo.com

DRIVE FESTIVAL
SEPTEMBER 9-11/2022 
This thrilling weekend dedicated to all 
things for gear-heads was a big hit last 
year and the 2022 version promises to 
be even bigger and better. Come out to 
Canadian Tire Motorsport Park and see 
exotic sportscars, racing machines, vintage 
cars, collector cars, off-road vehicles... you 
name it! They’ll all be there strutting their 
stuff both on the track in demonstration 
runs and on static display in various areas 
around this internationally renowned, 
fantastic motorsports facility. 
For more information on times, specific 
events and tickets, see their website at: 
https://drivefestival.com

NEWPORT 
INTERNATIONAL BOAT 
SHOW
SEPTEMBER 15-18/2022

This boat show is being billed as one 
of the largest and most prestigious boat 
shows in the United States, spanning 
over thirteen acres of historic downtown 
Newport, Rhode Island. You can walk the 
docks and view a spectacular display of 
shiny new watercraft including sailboats 
and powerboats, some brands and styles 
making their first-ever debut in the United 
States. Back on the solid land side, you’ll 
find hundreds of marine products, services 
and accessories to enhance the boating 
lifestyle. Also on deck are educational 
seminars, in-water boating courses 
and daily giveaways that all cater to the 
enjoyment of the boating experience.

The Newport International Boat Show’s 
September dates and stunning location are 
added benefits to your visit to the area. Set 
amongst the beautiful and breathtaking 

industry can do business, share ideas, and 
accelerate new product development. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to interact with the 
entire marine industry. Please note that 
IBEX is for the TRADE ONLY and is not 
open to the general public. For additional 
information, please see the IBEX website: 
https://www.ibexshow.com

DODGE POWER BROKERS 
NHRA U.S. NATIONALS
AUGUST 31- SEPTEMBER 5/2022 

The Lucas Oils Indianapolis Raceway 
Park will host this round of the NHRA 
U.S. National Drag racing Tour. This event 
is the biggest, the longest, and the most 
historic event on the NHRA calendar. 
NHRA drivers from all over will be sure to 
shoot for their chance to win a prestigious 
NHRA U.S. Nationals Wally. From Super 
Gas to Top Fuel, a win at the U.S. Nationals 
means just a little bit more in any driver’s 
portfolio. The Pep Boys NHRA All-Star 
Callouts will feature a race-within-a-
race of the top seeded drivers and will be 
awarding $260,000 in additional prize 
money during the U.S. Nationals! The 
conclusion and final two rounds of the 
Top Fuel callout takes place on Saturday, 
September 3 and the Funny Car callout 
takes place in its entirety on Sunday, 
September 4. Don't miss either event! For 
tickets and further information, call 800-
884-NHRA (6472) or check out the NHRA 
website at: https://www.nhra.com

coastal scenery are national historic 
sites, trendy boutiques and world-class 
restaurants. It’s a venue that makes it very 
easy to pair your passion for boating with 
the rewarding experience of Newport and 
the beauty of fall in New England.

For more info please see:
https://newportboatshow.com

IBEX - INTERNATIONAL 
BOATBUILDERS 
EXHIBITION AND 
CONFERENCE 2022
SEPTEMBER 27-29/2022 

This year’s IBEX Show and convention 
is taking place at the Tampa Convention 
Centre and is one of the greatest meeting 
of the minds for the boatbuilding 
industry.  People attend this event to 
compare ideas and notes on the latest 
trends in boatbuilding and manufacturing 
techniques. It’s an industry-specific 
meeting for those who are boat builders 
and boat manufacturers, naval architects 
and designers, distributors and wholesalers 
of marine goods, boatyard and marina 
operators, manufacturer’s reps, surveyors, 
dealers and retailers, industry associations, 
schools and training programs related to 
the boating world. If you build, design, 
service, sell boats or marine products, 
IBEX is your must-attend marine industry 
event. It is North America’s leading 
technical boat-building showcase and 
delivers a unique forum where the marine 

COBBLE BEACH CONCOURS 
D’ELEGANCE
SEPTEMBER 16-18/2022 

California has its Pebble Beach, but 
Ontario, Canada has the magnificent 
community and golf facility at Cobble 
Beach on Georgian Bay, home to the very 
posh Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance. 

For 2022, the Cobble Beach Golf Resort 
Community presents the 8th annual 
Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance at this 
very swanky resort and country club.

There are several activities and events 
taking place in relation to the Concours 
weekend.

On Saturday, the Participant’s tour will 
take place in Grey County. This tour will 
have some of the concours cars taking a 
90-plus kilometer drive over the beautiful 
Grey County roads of the area. The cars 
will drive along streets lined with locals 
encouraged to come out and cheer on these 
magnificent machines. 

Saturday will also feature the Cars, 
Planes and Coffee get-together at the 
Wiarton Keppel International Airport. This 
informal gathering of aircraft and vehicles 
is sponsored by Chubb Insurance and will 
be a relaxing addition to the weekend’s 
activities.

Not to be outdone by the “proper” 
concours event, the Hagerty “Concours 
d’Lemons” will be held in downtown Owen 
Sound’s River District. This is a tongue-
in-cheek showing of all that is truly boring 
and distasteful in the world of automobiles. 
The “Lemons” judges are guaranteed to be 
unprofessional, inattentive, capricious and 
subject to bribery. (Liquor and food seems 
to be favourites.) Successful bribes will 
earn the “Ribbon of Dishonor” to be placed 
on the briber’s car windshield. Don’t like 
their decisions? Too bad, you may be at the 
wrong car show. It all sound’s pretty silly 
and is no doubt great fun!

On Sunday, the “proper” Concours 
d’Elegance will be held on the 18th fairway 
of Cobble Beach and this extraordinary 
bayside course will play host to a rich 
assortment of international automobiles 
and distinguished guests. For more 
information or to order tickets, see the 
Cobble Beach Concours d’Elegance website 
at: https://www.cobblebeachconcours.com

CORRECTION

Bill Sadler
1931 - 2022  90 years old

Born in St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada 
as William George Sadler, Bill’s father ran 
an Automotive electrical shop and was the 
Canadian agent for Lucas of Great Britain. 
After working for a while with his father, 
he joined Westinghouse Canada and 
became a weapons technician specializing 
in missiles for the RCAF. It was here his 
inventive nature first came to the fore and 
he was granted a patent for a microwave 
detection device. He married in 1953 and 
went to England for his honeymoon where 
he saw his first sportscar race—and he was 
immediately hooked.

Upon his return to Canada, he started 
racing cars and built his own “special” 
before taking the big plunge. In 1956, he 
quit Westinghouse, packed up his young 
family and moved back to England to work 

for John Tojiero for a year.  
His position at Tojiero 
Car Compasny involved 
design, pattern-making and 
machining and gave him 
great first-hand experience 
in race car construction 

techniques and development.
He was an associate of the Society of 

Automotive Engineers and did a stint as 
an editor for Canadian Track and Traffic 
Magazine.

He had started the Sadler Car Company 
in early 1959 and with a team of perhaps a 
half-dozen specialists, they produced a series 
of advanced sports racing cars, formula cars 
and even go-carts.

Bill’s racing cars were quite successful, 
netting him several firsts overall, podiums 
and numerous class wins. His later Formula 
Libre and Mk. V designs are recognized as 
being the first to mount domestic, North 
American V8 engines in a mid-engine 
configuration, making his formula cars and 
sports cars the harbingers for the powerful 
Formula 5000 racers and the thunderous 
CanAm sports-racing cars that followed in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s.

Bill Sadler drives our somewhat 
doubled-up John Wright around 
the track in a Sadler Mark II at 
the Monterrey Historics.

Tom Sneva’s 1983 Indianapolis 500-winning 
car—a March 83C Cosworth.
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Tom Sneva is alive and well!
In the last (Spring) issue of Moto/ology, 

we wrote in our “Passages” column of 
the passing of Danny Ongais and said 
that in the 1979 Indianapolis 500, Ongais 
had shared the front row “with the late 
Tom Sneva”. We are so sorry, this is just 
plain wrong. It was pointed out to us by 
a sharp-eyed reader in the UK that Mr. 
Sneva is neither late nor deceased at all. 
Rather, the 1983 Indy 500 winner is quite 
alive and well at 74 years-old and living 
in Paradise Valley, Arizona where he is 
involved in running a golf course and other 
related business interests. We certainly 

apologize for any embarrassment, anguish 
or inconvenience this has caused. – editor

PASSAGES

Photo by Alan Khun
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Tony Brooks
1932 - 2022  90 Years old 

And yet another one of the legendary 
old masters of racing has left us. Charles 
Anthony Standish Brooks, simply known 
as “Tony”, drove in 39 Formula One 
races between 1955 and the end of 1961. 
He shared a dubious distinction with Sir 
Stirling Moss, being also noted as one of 
the most accomplished drivers to have 
never won a World Championship. He 
began racing in 1952 driving a Frazer-Nash 
and also a Healey in local club events and 
graduated to Formula 2 in 1955. He made 
his first Formula 1 start later that same 
year in a non-championship race which he 
won. At Aintree, he won the 1957 British 
Grand Prix, co-driving with Stirling Moss 
in a Vanwall, achieving the first victory 
for a British car in a World Championship 
Formula 1 event.

With the untimely deaths of Peter Collins 
and Mike Hawthorne, the 1959 Driver’s 
Championship was boiling down to a 
3-way fight between Moss, Brooks and Jack 
Brabham. After a roller-coaster of wins, 
DNF’s and podiums he finished the season 
in second place behind Brabham and one 
and a half points ahead of third-place Moss.

During his Formula One career, Brooks 
drove in both championship and non-
championship events in Formula One cars 
for Connaught, Vanwall, Ferrari, Cooper, 

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 R

on
 K

ie
lb

is
ki

Bill also built a run of successful Formula 
Juniors and after a falling out with a 
sponsor, ended his racing career. Bill then 
went on to earn degrees from Indiana Tri-
State College and then MIT. After his college 
days, he went to work for General Dynamics 
and in the meantime had also earned his 
pilot’s licence.

From his earliest days Bill had an interest 
in aviation and later in life developed his 
own design for an ultralight sport aircraft 
that became the Sadler Vampire (so-called 
due to its twin-boom resemblance to the de 
Havilland Vampire jet fighter.) The aircraft 
went on to realize quite a few sales and the 
design rights were sold to an Australian 
concern.

Another, larger, stouter and more 
powerful version of the plane known as the 
A22 Piranha was actually adorned with 
hardpoints for a weapons load and a much 
more powerful engine and was pitched to 
the Turkish Air Force as a light attack and 
surveillance aircraft named the TG-X1 Bat. 
The plane boasted superior performance to 
the then-used helicopters that were fulfilling 
the role and it operated at a fraction of their 
cost, however it failed to win over continued 
interest from the military and only the one 
prototype was built.

Bill was always tinkering with thoughts 
and concepts and over the years secured 
several patents for electronic devices, 
instruments and his other novel, original 
industrial designs. He was a member of 
Mensa International and has been inducted 

into the Canadian Motorsport Hall of Fame 
and received numerous other accolades and 
honours. He is survived by his wife, his ex-
wife and three daughters.

To read more about this Canadian racing 
legend and engineering pioneer see John 
Wright’s story on page 18 of the Spring 2021 
issue of Moto/ology.
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The Sadler Mk. 5 with Bill at the wheel leads 
Ludwig Heimrath through the brand new turn 
2 at Canada’s Mosport Park.

Lotus and BRM. He finally hung up his 
Formula One hat at the end of 1961 after 
finishing third at the first U.S. Grand Prix at 
Watkins Glen, New York.

Brooks also drove sports cars and competed 
in and won prestigious events like the 
Nürburgring 1000 Kilometers and the RAC 
Trophy race. He was a co-driver with Moss at 

Aston-Martin in the 
striking DBR-1 sports-
racer, however he had 
less success at Le Mans, 
crashing out due to 
mechanical issues. 

After the passing 
of Sir Stirling Moss in 
2020, Brooks became 
the last surviving 
Formula One driver 
from the 1950s.

Eldon Rasmussen
1936 - 2022  85 Years old

Another legendary Canadian race car 
fabricator and racer in his own right, Eldon 
Rasmussen has passed away at the age of 85 
at his home in Indianapolis, Indiana.

He was noted for creating his own 
racing cars and racing with them through 
the 1970s. Included in his exploits were 3 
successful starts in the Indianapolis 500 in 
1975, 1977 and 1979 with a best finish of 
13th place in the 1977 race. He designed, 
built and piloted his own, innovative “Ras-
Car” racers in all three Indianapolis events.

Tony Brooks in the number 5 BRM chases John Surtees in his Cooper at the 1961 Dutch GP.

Eldon began his career in Edmonton, 
Alberta and at the tender age of 9, he built 
his first soap-box derby car and went on 
to be a noted builder of not only Indycars, 
but also sprint cars, ice racers, go-karts and 
motorcycle sidecar racers. He also designed 
and fabricated some of the first wings for 
Indycars and Top Fuel Dragsters along with 
aero devices used in both disciplines. He 
ran a successful and in-demand business 
designing and repairing race cars and 
fabricating many components for other 
USAC, CART and Champcar racers as well 
as drag racers and those of other race series.

For more on Eldon’s fascinating life and 
career see John Wright’s interview with him 
on page 18 in the Fall 2020 issue of Moto/
ology Magazine. 

40th Anniversary of Gilles 
Villeneuve’s passing
1950 - 1982  32 years old

As a point of remembrance to mark a 
dark day in motorsport history, it was 40 
years ago on May 8 in 1982 that Canadian 
Formula One driver and racing great Gilles 
Villeneuve died in a horrific accident at 

the 1982 Belgian Grand Prix on the Zolder 
circuit during a qualifying session.

It was reported that Villeneuve had a 
bitter dispute with his team-mate Didier 
Pironi over Pironi’s race-winning last-
minute pass at the previous San Marino 
Grand Prix under what Villeneuve had 
assumed was team orders to maintain 
position. Villeneuve felt betrayed and vowed 
never to speak to Pironi again.

At the next race at Zolder, Villeneuve may 
have been attempting to better his team-

mate Pironi’s time but had also supposedly 
been directed to abandon the qualifying 
attempt and return to the pits.

No one knows for sure what was running 
through his mind, but he was running quite 
quickly, some say too much so for an “in” 
lap and as he rounded the turn at Butte, 
Jochen Mass’s March was toodling around 
at a much slower pace. Mass saw the Ferrari 
storming up behind him and moved over 
to allow it to pass, just as Villeneuve moved 
to overtake. Tragically, they both moved 
the same way and the Ferrari struck the 
back of Mass’s car at well over 120 miles 
per hour. Villeneuve’s car flew into the air, 
then struck the ground and broke up as it 
tumbled along the track. Villeneuve, still 
strapped to his broken seat was ejected as 
the mounts failed and his helmet flew off 
and he plummeted headfirst into the catch 
fencing. Several drivers ran to the scene 
and pulled him limp and blue-faced from 
the fencing, but he had suffered a fatal neck 
fracture. He later died in hospital. He will 
always be remembered as an amazingly 
talented driver and a legend in Canadian 
Motorsports.
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The Place to Develop Advanced Driving Skills 
 
 
 

• Advanced Driver Skills Coaching (for public roads, lapper training) 
• Race Licence Programs (sanctioned race school) 
• Racer Development Programs (experienced racers) 
• Private Motorsport Events (large and small groups) 
• Fleet Safety Programs 
• Precision Drivers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.brackdriving.com 
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CONTRIBUTORS FOR THIS ISSUE

This amazing car was produced between 
1906 through 1926 and over 7874 were 
made. The motoring press marvelled at 
the car’s silence and sophistication and the 
“Ghost” name was born. Every so often 
their owners get together for tours to enjoy 
and demonstrate their car’s astounding 
reliability. The tour presented here shows 
they still have what it takes! Royce’s 
fabulous photos capture the elegance of 
these vehicles starting on page 30.

TIM MILLER
Regular Moto/ology contributor Tim 

Miller is back again in this issue and this 
well-known automotive journalist, AJAC-
member and past editor of Wheelspin 

a medical which ended his racing career 
behind the wheel. He then switched to 
rallying cars for Ford UK, British Leyland, 
Citroën and Datsun. He also piloted Volvo’s 
in two Canadian Winter Rallies.

Bob was the Ontario Race Director for 
CASC until he became the national race 
director in 1972. Working with Bob Hanna 
on the Formula Atlantic Series, they also 
created the Canadian Race of champions 
before leaving CASC to concentrate on 
his family and business commitments. 
Bob started R. Harrington Photography 
as a retirement project in 1988 and did 
that until 2008. Bob was a photographer 
and writer for both Vintage Motorsport 
and Victory Lane magazines. When Peter 
McLaughlin bought SVRA, Bob worked 
with him to bring the organization back 
into solvency and their relationship 
continued after Peter sold SVRA. Bob 
oversaw the restoration of Peter’s BNC that 
we feature in this issue on page 18. 

ROYCE RUMSEY
Yay! Once again, Royce’s back in this 

issue of Moto/ology and this time he gives 
us a beautifully detailed photographic 
examination of the extraordinary “Trail 
of the Hoodoos Tour” with the owners of 
some 38 vintage Rolls Royce Silver Ghosts. 
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BOB HARRINGTON
Bob’s been around the motor sports 

scene for a long time now. As a kid back 
in the mid-1950’s he got hooked on cars 
when he was given the use of an Austin-
Healey 100M. He joined the Hamilton 
Motorsport Club and eventually became 
president. He was instrumental in getting 
the club involved in road racing and 
National Championship rallies. He briefly 
competed in a bugeye Sprite until he failed 

News, has also been published in 
Cars & Parts, Hemming’s Motor 
News, The Canadian International 
Auto Show Program, and many other 
publications such as the Toronto 
Star’s WHEELS magazine and Inside 
Track magazine. He’s been inducted 
into the Canadian Motorsport Hall 
of Fame as a journalist and has also 
written several motorsports books. 
As we have seen previously, Tim’s 
interests in all things motor-driven 
includes a fascination with railways, 
trains and their history. 

In this issue, Tim gives us another 
of his entertaining stories and we get 
his take on the popular tradeshows 
put on by the Ford Motor Company 
in days gone by. Originally conceived 
as a response to the glitzy GM 
Motorama Shows, Ford took a bit 
more of a subdued and refined 
approach. See page 38.

DOUG SWITZER
Yep, it’s me again. When we shifted 

editorial gears on this edition and 
decided to run Royce Rumsey’s 

accompanying article on the Rolls Royce 
Silver Ghost Hoodoos Tour, I saw we were 
lacking an “aero” piece. I knew about 
Ettore Bugatti’s fascination with aviation 
and that he had actually built an amazing 
and super-advanced plane back in the ’30s, 
so I brushed up on my research and found 
some interesting factoids on Bugatti’s work 
in this field. In this issue, I’ve done a little 
background story on the truly astounding 
Bugatti 100P racing airplane that was so 
advanced and held such promise, but in its 
original guise, it never flew.

Just before the Second World War 

began, Ettore Bugatti and his talented 
chief engineer figured they could build a 
ridiculously advanced aircraft that would 
use a pair of Bugatti’s lightweight engines 
to spin a set of contra-props and drag the 
incredibly sleek machine to 500 miles per 
hour or more. Unfortunately, Adolph Hitler 
and the German military had other plans 
and when France was invaded, the project 
was mothballed and stayed hidden for 
many decades thereafter.

There’s much more to this fascinating 
story, and you can delve into it a lot further 
on page 48. 
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Racing News • Images •Motorsports Consulting

Images and content are being added regularly — check out the 
Gladiator Road Racing Website at:
http://www.gladiatorroadracing.ca

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT THESE
FASCINATING 
WEBSITES!

For information and background on vintage
Feather Craft Boats be sure to check out the 

enthusiast’s website at: https://www.feathercraft.net

The Flying Boatmen and their 
fabulous Feather Crafts!

I n 1953, Colonel Scott Fellows of 
the U.S. Air Force was stationed at 
the McGhee-Tyson Airforce Base 

in Knoxville, Tennessee amid the many 
lakes and rivers of the area. A creative kind of guy, he 
envisioned the boating equivalent to the popular airshow 
acts of the time and decided it would be a good idea to “put 
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on a show”, but on water. He formed the Flying Boatmen 
Club and recruited a few members.

For the fascinating history of The Flying Boatmen 
demonstration team and their Feather Craft boats  visit the 
commemorative Facebook site at:

https://www.facebook.com/flyingboatmen/
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When BNC was founded in 1922, 
Jacques Muller became the company’s  
technical director when he sold his 

cyclecar company to engineer Lucien Bollock 
and René Netter, a banker who agreed to finance 
the venture.  Production continued now offering 
touring, Sports and Delivery models powered 
by four cylinder 1000cc and 1100cc engines 
from “Ruby” or “SCAP”. In 1925 a supercharged 
1100cc SCAP-engined car was offered, and 
the manufacturers claimed it to be the only 
supercharged car available in France. In 1927 a 
“Type Course” a racing Voiturette was produced, 
and this was the first BNC car to offer the sloping 
grill which became the marque’s distinctive 
feature. This was to become the Type 527. 

Story by Bob Harrington,
Moto/ology Contributor.

Photos by Bob Harrington,
(except where noted).

Starting out by adapting designs based on the small cyclecars of Jacques Muller’s fledgling 
company, BNC was established in 1923 by Parisians Lucien Bollock and René Netter.  
After struggling financially, they were forced out of their company in 1928 and BNC 
finally succumbed to the Great Depression, but not before some cars achieved notable 
successes in motorsport competitions. One of those cars went on to become a noted 
part of American racing history.

Bollack, Netter et Cie was a 
French automobile manufacturer 

in Paris in the late 1920s and 
produced some very interesting 
vehicles. Several achieved racing 

success and fame including the 
“special” entered in the first

race at Watkins Glen.

John Gianella chats with fans at the 
Bridgehampton Circuit in the early 1960s. Here 
he's driving the BNC Ford through the paddock 
area with an associate. (Original photo courtesy 
of Tony Carroll.)

BNC SPECIAL: FORD-
POWERED FRENCH

CHARM
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fact, in their day the Amilcars and charming BNCs 
became known as “The Poor Man’s Bugatti”.

  
The building of our particular subject car, a 1930 

Type 527 “Saint Hubert” touring model started 
on December 24th, 1928 and it was completed on 
February 19, 1929. At the end of 1929 a Mr. Tremel 
purchased the car, but nothing is known about 

This photo was probably taken in 1944 at an SCCA 
event in Fairfield Connecticut and shows the BNC 
Ford painted in primer and parked with some other 
fascinating vehicles. Next to the diminutive BNC is a 
very substantial Rolls Royce phaeton and beyond that 
in the third spot is the Russ Sceli-designed Hudson 
8 Complex, a futuristic one-off that has been lost to 
history. Next in line is a very long-nosed and exhaust-
festooned pre-war Mercedes-Benz SS and more 
exotica appears to be lined up beyond. 
(Original photo by Otto Linton)

From the late 1920s through the early 1930s BNCs 
completed in events all across Europe. Successes 
include taking the top three places at the 1927 Bol 
d’or at Fontainbleau. They were regular competitors 
at Le Mans with drivers Dore and Treunet placing 7th 
overall in 1928, and 10th overall in 1933. The BNCs 
regularly beat similar voiturette racers from other 
makes such as Bugatti and Amilcar. As a matter of 

The BNC Ford Special at the inaugural Watkins Glen Grand Prix in 1948. The car has been 
modified with a larger, deeper flat front radiator in an effort to cure the overheating issues that 

came with the Ford V8/60 engine transplant. This configuration made the car difficult to identify.

whether he competed in it in motor-
sports events or simply used it as a daily 
driver.  

The next record of the car’s ownership 
and history is in the early 1940’s when 
George Caswell, a serious American 
motorcycle racer purchased it from U.S. 
car dealer George Taylor.  In those early 

This rather poor-quality newspaper clipping says it all. The Caswell-driven BNC Ford 
Special resting in the pits after winning the race at Langhorne Speedway.
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The car’s great claim to fame however, is placing 8th 
overall and 4th in class in the 1948 inaugural Watkins 
Glen Grand Prix. The BNC competed in the Junior 
Race against such cars as George Weaver’s Grand Prix 
Maserati, Frank Griswold’s Alfa Romeo 8C 2900, the 
Collier Brother’s well-known supercharged MG TC 
and the Bu-Merc Buick-powered Mercedes-bodied 
special of Briggs Cunningham.

 
Caswell sold the car in 1951 to Eric “Sonny” 

Grainger, a track announcer at Islip, Long Island and 

days you had to have a proper sportscar to join 
the SCCA, so the BNC became Caswell’s ticket 
for admission. At this point, the car still had 
its original “Ruby” engine, but Caswell wanted 
more power and swapped out the “Ruby” for 
a higher-output “Ford V8/60” along with a 
matching Ford 3-speed transmission. As an 
aside, the original BNC/“Ruby” engine, as of 
2009, was still in use in the UK. The V8/60 was 
a favorite engine with hotrodders and racing 
competitors, being used in midget racers, and 
also by such notables as Phil Hill and Ritchie 
Ginther driving V8/60 powered MG TCs.

Caswell drove the car to the events he 
competed in on public roads, and at times 
shared the car with his friend Otto Linton. On 
the way to an event in 1947 the original rear 
end failed was replaced with a rear end from 
a Bugatti T30 Caswell had been parting out. 
Early SCCA records have the car competing 
extensively in races in the eastern U.S. region 
with a partial list showing the car in events at 
Darien, Connecticut in 1943, the Fairfield Hill 
Climb in both 1945 and 1947, Narrow River in 
1946, the Thompson Speedway in 1947, 1948 
and 1949, Langhorne Speedway in 1948, and 
the Giant’s Despair Hillclimb of that year.

Otto Linton was associated with the BNC while it was owned by George Caswell. Linton raced the Supercharged MGJ4 pictured above. Linton is in 
the light jacket and baseball cap standing behind the MG while Caswell is wearing the white clioth helmet and leaning over his BNC. Continued on page 26...

a co-founder of the Bridgehampton racing circuit who 
may have raced the car, but no records confirming 
this have been found. Grainger then sold the car to 
Chuck Molin who kept it until 1960 when he then 
sold it to John Gianella. Gianella raced it for a few 
years including an event at Bridgehampton in 1960. 
Gianella did extensive research but could find little 
about the car’s very early history.

 
One day the car wouldn’t start and a frustrated 

Gianella just put it in his garage where it spent almost 

Above: The BNC after much restoration 
work was displayed at the Watkins Glen 

Grand Prix reunion in 2016.

Opposite page top: The Caswell BNC 
at a Lindon, New Jersey race event in 

1949. At this point the car has obviously 
had its overheating problems rectified 

properly and has had the trademark 
original sloping radiator re-installed along 

with the factory headlights and cycle 
fenders.

(Original photo courtesy of Bill Giltzow.)

Above: Another head-on shot of the newly restored BNC 
taken at the 2016 Watkins Glen event.

Right: The BNC cuts a dashing profile while on display 
on the main street of Watkins Glen during the reunion. 

The car was tested but deemed not quite ready to take 
part in the original race recreation.
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The BNC is striking from any angle and as an 
historic icon drew considerable attention at last 
year’s Watkins Glen re-enactment event.

the next forty years. In 2008, Mr. George 
Lymber, a friend of Gianella’s, found the car 
in the garage while helping Gianella move. 
Lymber purchased the car, cleaned it up and 
showed it at Watkins Glen in 2010. He had 
intentions of getting the car running, but not 
restoring it, preferring to leave it in its original 
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Pemberton’s Boeing Model 40C 
N5339 leads Stearman 4E 

Speedmail NC663K over the 
Statue of Liberty as they depart 

New York City for the first leg 
of the 2008 Transcontinental 
Airmail Route re-enactment. 

Three aircraft took part carrying 
official airmail and checked in 
at each of the original 15 mail 
stops as they flew across the 

country in 29 hours of flight time.

patina. However, his failing health prevented that 
from happening.

 
The present owner, Peter McLaughlin bought 

the car in March 2014 and was determined to keep 
this piece of American racing history in the U.S. 
With hopes of driving it in the annual Watkins 
Gen re-enactment of the 1948 inaugural race, 
the car was gone over to see if it would be safe to 
drive. Unfortunately, years of not being used and 
some stop-gap measures including such things as 
a plastic jerry can for a fuel tank and only the dash 
panel separating the passengers and the engine 
compartment as there was no longer a firewall, 
rendered the car unusable. At this point, the 
decision was made to do a full frame-off restoration.

 

At the Fall 2021 Watkins Glen re-enactment event, 
the car was given a “shake down” on the roads 
within the track where various deficiencies came 
to light and the decision was made that it was still 
not quite ready for prime time. After its four-year 
restoration the car was shown, but not judged at 
the March 2022 Amelia Island concours in Florida 
where it drew considerable attention. At the time 
of writing this article, the car is back in the shop 
awaiting some changes, updates and adjustments. 
The goal once again, is to be able to have this historic 
racer take part in the Watkins Glen re-enactment in 
the fall of 2022. Hopefully we’ll be able to see this 
venerable piece of American racing history back in 
action again soon.

Various detail photos of this charming old race car show the attention that's been put into this very sympathetic restoration. The simple, engine-turned 
dash has been re-fitted with period-style instruments, replacing the later ones that had been installed over the car’s lifespan. The interior has been re-
trimmed in a manner more like the original while the original cable-operated brakes were updated to hydraulics many years ago and have since been 
refurbished. The original “Ruby” engine was replaced with a Ford “Flathead” V8/60 back in the 1940’s and the BNC raced to eighth place overall and 
fourth in class with that engine at the inaugural Watkins Glen Grand Prix in 1948. The car retains that engine, restored to proper operating condition.
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Collector cars, particularly luxury ones, are 
commonly regarded as the rare jewels of static 
museum exhibits and white-glove concours 

events. They are perceived to be delicate, untouchable 
treasures, perched on automotive velvet pillows 
and called “trailer queens”—as the only driving of 
these elite autos is on-and-off their transporters at 
exhibitions.

Nothing could be further from the truth with 
regards to one of the most bespoke autos of all time, 
the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost.

  
Silver Ghosts have one of the highest rates of 

surviving drivability status of any car model ever 
built. Of the 7874 Ghosts made from 1907-1926 nearly 
20% of these 105-year-old cars are still on the road. 
(By comparison, most car marques have only a 1-2% 
survival rate after just 35 years).

GHOSTRIDERS

Story & photos by Royce Rumsey, Moto/ology Contributor

38 vintage Rolls-Royce Silver Ghosts came 
to the Trail of the HooDoos Tour. All made the 

demanding trek with a minimum of fuss.

The original Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost was renowned for its 
smoothness, quietness and unshaking reliability. These amazing 

centenarian motorcars proved they were still up to the task.
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Performance Legacy

While Silver Ghosts got their famed moniker 
from members of the motoring press who 
were rightfully impressed by the Ghost’s quiet 
operation, the Rolls-Royce Motor Car Company 
set about proving the value of their auto’s lofty 
price tag (nearly $20X that of a Model T) by 
demonstrating their durability and reliability on 
lengthy, demanding drives and exhaustive racetrack 
endurance runs.

Silver Ghosts weren’t just one of the most 
luxurious autos of their time but also one of the 
best performing cars—winning performance 
competitions like the famed Alpine Trials. 

In fact, it is due to the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost’s 
tough reputation that they were purchased by the 
likes of Maharajahs and Lawrence of Arabia—
customers in remote locations who demanded 
performance and reliability. Additionally, Silver 
Ghosts became the basis for lorries and armored 
cars during WWI.
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The Silver Ghost community fully embraces and 
continues in the original spirit of Charles Rolls and 
Henry Royce by regularly engaging in lengthy and 
demanding tours with their century-old voitures. 
Many multi-week, multi-thousand-mile treks are 
annually held on multiple continents where large 
groups of Ghosts can be found crossing the Alps, 
traversing the searing heat, depth and vastness 
of Death Valley, and most recently taking on the 
grandiose American Southwest Desert in the 2022 
“Trail of the Hoodoos Tour”.

Touring, Planning and Performance.

After creating and hosting a very successful 
“Death Valley Tour” event in 2017, the twin-Silver 
Ghost-owning Clendenen Family decided upon 
creating a more comprehensive driving event 
through the great American Southwest for the 
enjoyment of the Silver Ghost community. The 
detailed planning started a couple years ago for 
what became the aforementioned “Trail of the 
Hoodoos” Tour.  

“Silver Ghosts weren’t just one of the 
most luxurious autos of their time but also 
one of the best performing cars—winning 
performance competitions like the famed 

Alpine Trials.”
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Following a pandemic postponement, the planning 
of the Tour recommenced to encompass visiting 
no fewer than nine (yes, 9!) national monuments/
parks in Utah and Arizona in the course of a 14-day, 
and nearly 2000-mile journey. The “Hoodoos” tour 
was designed down to the last detail to provide the 

most immersive Great American 
Southwest experience possible 
for the Silver Ghost driving 
community. Exhaustive motoring 
plans were executed, including 
crafting of what is arguably the 
best tour book ever created with 
perfect navigational information 
and engaging facts as to each 
and every venue—everything to 
make the lengthy tour smooth 
and enjoyable—just like driving a 
Silver Ghost itself!

… with 100% Success

No fewer than 38 Silver Ghosts and their owners 
signed up for the “Hoodoos”. The cars averaged 105 
years in age and all were “bone stock” authentic 
collector vintage status with the only nod to 
contemporary technology upgrades being their 
use of 6V and 12V Optima Red Top batteries that 



40 41 MAGAZINE      HAPPENINGS • HISTORY • HUMOUR • HELP SUMMER 2022 41SPRING 2022

powered most of the cars. Owing to the legendary 
durability and reliability, all of the century-
plus-aged Silver Ghosts that started the Hoodoo 
tour finished the tour—with the only problems 

encountered being a couple f lat tires (owing to the 
unpaved portions of the tour route—yes, you read 
that correctly—unpaved routes—re-living the 1907 
conditions of the original Silver Ghost ownership). 

A Stunning Sequence of Venues and Visuals.  

The “Trail of the Hoodoos” route was an enjoyable 
and wonderful two-week 2000-mile loop through 
some of the most spectacular scenery, national parks 
and venues on Earth. 

The Ghosts initially gathered in the renowned 
Red Cliffs Lodge along the crimson bluffs of the 
Colorado River in Moab for the “Hoodoo-ers” to 
prepare for exploring Arches, Canyonlands and 
other famed parks of the region. But the respite 
didn’t last long because soon it was time to put some 
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of the planned 2000 miles on the motorcars and 
the Tour headed south for 200-plus miles heading 
for the dramatic Canyon de Chelly in Chinle, 
Arizona. A day tour of the Canyon included taking 
in the cliff Anasazi dwellings and petroglyphs as 
well as the famed 1100ft Spider Rock spire.

The next segment of the tour headed north to 
John Ford’s favorite movie venue, Monument 
Valley—where Ghosts could be seen starring 
in their own camera-phone mini-cinemas 
and photographic works. An overnight stay 
provided necessary rest to prepare for one of 
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the most arduous legs of the tour—ascending the 
aggressively steep and curvaceous Moki Dugway 
gravel mining road carved into the side of the 
mountains adjacent to Valley of the Gods.  The 
famed durability of the Ghosts was proven as every 
one of the 38 century-old Ghosts made the climb 
without pause. The undaunted Ghosts continued 
north, visiting Natural Bridges and journeying 

though Glen Canyon and gathering for an 
overnight stay on Lake Powell.

There was no touring rest for the Ghosts as the 
following day required traversing yet another 
unpaved backroad, the famed Burr Trail which 
serpentined its way through valley f loors and 
up series of switchbacks suitable for only the 

most capable of contemporary SUVS—and 105yr 
old Silver Ghosts as the entire 38 Ghost assembly 
easily met the challenging ascent of the trail. The 
ghosts traveled through the White Pocket region 
of Berkley, Utah and on up to the 8000’ vistas of 
Bryce Canyon. A couple day’s stay allowed for 
the Hoodoo-ers to drive the rim of Bryce and be 
captivated by the views of the canyon. Other visitors 

to the famed Park were more captivated by the sight 
of the century-old elegant Silver Ghosts easily and 
effortlessly plying the Bryce Canyon rim routes. 

Ascent continued in the next day of the Tour with 
the Ghosts climbing to the snow-covered 9000’ ft 
zenith of Cedar Breaks and on through the aspen 
groves enroute to Kanab, Utah.
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After an overnight stay in Kanab, morning saw 
the Ghosts heading south visit the North Rim of 
the venerable Grand Canyon—with a return trip to 
Kanab to prepare for the next day’s tour of nearby 
Zion Canyon with its renowned vistas and then 
on back to Bryce Canyon for a stay in the Bryce 
Canyon Lodge.

  
From Bryce the next leg of the tour headed south 

east, back through White Pocket Fold /Grand 
Staircase Escalante and on to Torrey, Utah—the 

western entry of Capitol Reef National Park.  
Sunrise greeted the 38 Ghosts streaming along the 
south side of the magnificent Capitol Reef bluffs, 
through Fruitopia to visit the other-worldly hoodoo 
topography of Goblin Valley. 

At this point the tour was entering its thirteenth 
day and it was time to complete the loop back in 
Moab where the red dust-ladened Ghosts gathered 
again on the banks of the Colorado River.
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Coda

One would have expected the usual touring fatigue 
to have set in—but such was not to be seen with 
all the participants not wanting the tour to end. 

Great accommodations greeted every evening and 
effortless driving though incredible vistas greeted 
each morning. Smiles and cheers accented each 
day. The only thing on the minds of the Touring 
participants was, “when and where is the next 

tour?” They know full well that their Silver Ghosts 
will be up to the future event and that another 
memorable Rolls-Royce ownership and driving 
experience will be enjoyed by all.
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Ettore Bugatti wasn’t just a car-nut, his mechanical interests 
flew farther afield than just land transportation. With his amazing 
insight and technical prowess he conceived and oversaw the 
development of sophisticated lightweight engines for his racing and 
street cars, but he also saw their potential for other applications. He 
developed powerplants for locomotives and rail cars, a sort of self-
propelled streetcar along with boats and not surprisingly, airplanes.

With the able collaboration of his chief engineer and designer, 
Louis de Monge, they conceived and developed a most remarkable 
and elegant aircraft, the striking Bugatti 100P.

Envisaged initially as a pure lightweight racing airplane to 
compete in the Deutsche de la Muerth competition of 1939, the 
duo also unabashedly, had their eye on another more lucrative 
application. With the rising tensions and military arms build-up of 
their German neighbours, many Reichmarks were being poured into 
offensive hardware for the burgeoning Luftwaffe. The real possibility 
of an armed conflict wasn’t lost on either the French military or the 
people at Bugatti.

bonded “Duracore” composite and 
glass fibre. The plane was to be powered 
by two modified Suzuki Hayabusa 
motorcycle engines mounted in tandem 
in place of the proposed Bugatti motors. 
The rest of the plane was bang on what 
Bugatti and de Monge had envisaged 
over half a century earlier.

After much tweaking and refining, 
the plane was ready for its first flight and 
this took place on August 19, 2015. After 
a misjudged approach and brake failure, 
there was a nose-over in soft ground and 
a propeller strike. Repairs and further 
modifications addressed the remaining 
safety concerns and over all the plane 
was deemed a success and further test 
flights were scheduled. With Wilson 
doing the flying a second successful test 
flight was made in October of 2015.

With many problems resolved a third 
flight was proposed and it was decided 
that afterwards, the replica would be 
placed permanently in a museum for all 
to be inspired by its beauty.

Scotty Wilson took to the controls 
once again on August 6, 2016 and lifted 
the now-christened “Blue Dream” from 
the runway and began retracting the 
gear when something went very wrong. 
One of the complex drives for the 
contra-rotating propellers failed with 
catastrophic results. The plane arched 
over on its side and impacted the ground 
at an acute angle. Wilson was killed in 
the crash and ensuing fire. The aircraft 
was totally destroyed.

Today, the original 100P is on display 
in the EAA museum in Oshkosh, 
Wisconsin.

It was put forth that with some judicious development for 
production and the modification of the basic design to accommodate 
a weapons load, the 100P could be a very fast and formidable fighter.

Unfortunately, the timing wasn’t right and events spiraled out 
of control faster than was anticipated. World War Two was upon 
Europe before even the prototype 100P was ready for flight.

With a wary eye on the blitzkrieg military advance of the German 
invaders, Bugatti and company dismantled their advanced aircraft 
and spirited it away to a hidden location where it would be safe and 
secure from the ravenous Nazi hordes.

There it sat out the war and coming decades, only to lapse into 
anonymity as it was surpassed by newer technologies before it even 
had a chance to show its capabilities.

The original plane was eventually rescued and put on display in 
the EAA Museum in the U.S., but that wasn’t the end of the dream.

Fast forward to the late 1990’s and early 2000’s and an enterprising 
crew led by veteran aviator and test pilot Scotty Wilson along with 
Mr. John Lawson, hatched an ambitious plan to build and test an 
exacting flyable replica of Bugatti’s amazingly elegant plane.

Under the auspices of the EAA (Experimental Aircraft 
Association) and with much help and development a flying replica 
was built with some more modern and safer materials like epoxy 

BUG
FLYING

While the original 100P never 
actually flew, a full-sized replica did, 

unfortunately with fatal results.

Ettore Bugatti’s genius wasn’t just
limited to successful race cars. In collaboration 

with another visionary, engineer Louis de Monge, 
they produced the astounding 100P racing plane.

Opposite: The original Bugatti 100P is on display at the EAA Museum of Flight in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. Above: The nearly completed “Blue Dream” 
airworthy 100P replica on display at the EAA’s AirVenture annual convention and airshow in 2014. Its breathtaking form is apparent here.
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Ford of Canada has displayed its products at special shows 
for over a century in Canada. 

Although Ford did not present its wares to the public in 
the glitzy Hollywood manner of GM’s Motoramas, it did make a 
good showing for itself through the decades.

Most large Canadian cities have auto shows where the vehicles 
of auto makers are on display. Back in the day, the largest 
presentations took place at the Automotive Building at the 

WHEN FORD HAD 
A BETTER IDEA

Story and photos by Tim Miller, Moto/ology Contributor

While GM flaunted their glitzy Parade of 
Progress, Motorama and other big travelling 
extravaganzas, Ford also jumped on the 
auto-tradeshow bandwagon but with a 
more subtle approach.
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Canadian National Exhibition in Toronto. In this vast cavern Ford 
held prominent displays from 1929 until 1967. Then there was a 
lull in the Canadian auto show scene and it wasn’t until 1974 that 
the Toronto International Auto Show returned, this time at the 
International Centre across from Pearson International Airport 
and then in 1986 the Auto Show moved to the new, massive Toronto 
Convention Center, where the event still takes place.

Close to 50 years ago Ford highlighted vehicles from one end of 
its line-up to the other with the 1975 Mercury Bobcat and the 1975 
Econoline van. Ford believed these two vehicles were going to be the 
hot items in their fields and would be in high demand.
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“The 1975 Mercury Bobcat, an economy small car, will help 
Ford of Canada maintain sales leadership in the country’s small 
car segment,” said company vice-president William Hawkins at the 
time. “The 1975 Econoline Van and Club Wagon will increase the 
company’s sales in the van and small bus segment.”

The Bobcat was merely a re-badged Pinto, similar to the Chevrolet 
Vega – Pontiac Astre scenario in Canada. Neither Ford or GM were 
aware of the Japanese auto tsunami that was about to hit North 
America or they were deliberately ignoring it. The Club Van was 
popular with airport limo companies and was eventually replaced by 
the large Ford Expeditions and Chevy Suburbans to haul people.

The Ford of Canada exhibit in the Automotive Building at the Canadian National Exhibition in the mid 1950s. Auto manufacturers would use 
the “CNE” as a showcase to display their latest and greatest models. These exhibits were always very popular with the public.

The Bobcat was the seventh domestic small car to be offered 
by Ford since the introduction of the Maverick in 1969.  With the 
looming prospect of a fuel shortage and crisis in the early seventies, 
the trend toward smaller cars seemed to be a pretty safe bet for North 
America’s domestic manufacturers. With an apparent decline in 
import sales, the stage seemed set for the success of these home-
grown products and the North American manufacturers thought 
they were leading the pack. 

“Small cars have recorded the most dramatic growth of any 
segment of the automobile market,” Hawkins continued, “increasing 
from 28 percent in 1967 to 50 percent in 1974. At the same time 
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where Ford of Canada displayed 58 1991 production (51), 1992 
production (4), and three concept vehicles.

This period was the dark ages of the automobile, but there were 
chinks of light starting to appear as auto makers refined their 
products with more-efficient engines, the use of better plastics and 
other man-made materials, and practiced weight reduction.

But according to Ford Motor Company of Canada Ltd. 
Chairman Kenneth Harrigan, the largest (and heaviest) car in the 
company’s lineup was the exhibit highlight.

“But the star of the show, in my opinion, are a pair of new cars 

import car sales have been declining.” He added that imports were down from 
27 percent to 16 percent in 1974. The “Big Three” actually thought they were on 
the crest of this sales wave.

Little did he realize, or anyone else making small domestic autos at the time, 
how these figures would dramatically change in favour of the imports.

Also displayed at the 1975 Toronto International Auto Show at the 
International Centre was an example of the first Ford built in Canada. 

This 1904 Model C was an updated version of Ford’s first car produced for 
the public, the Model A built in Detroit in 1903. Ford 
opened a facility in Walkerville, Ontario (now part of 
Windsor) across the river from the Motor City. The 
Model C on display was believed to be the 21st Ford 
built in Canada. It was sold, lost, and then found in 
1945 in a Ford parts warehouse in Calgary, Alberta. It 
returned to head office in 1949 and was restored and 
became a darling of the show circuit.

Alongside the Model C was a computer-enhanced 
display which Ford claimed to be the only one in 
North America.

Known as the Ford Car-Guide Computer, this 
marvel of early digital technology would be able to 
tell the user what vehicle meets his or her demands 
after ticking off answers to 11 questions on a paper 
form. The computer questions dealt with number of 
people to be accommodated in the car, fuel economy 
desired, initial cost, distance travelled, and luxury 
options. Ford claimed the user’s answer was provided 
by the computer in “seconds.”

Let’s zoom ahead to the 1991 Toronto Auto Show 

that are produced only in Canada for the entire North American 
market,” he said. “I’m referring to the 1992-model Ford Crown 
Victoria and Mercury Grand Marquis.”

As domestic auto makers dropped their traditional full-size 
cars, such as the Chevrolet Caprice, Buick Roadmaster, and Dodge 
Monaco during the final years of the 20th century, Ford filled the 
hearts of law enforcement with joy everywhere by continuing to 
build these large cars. With some different body panels, these V8 
rear-drive cars, along with big-brother Lincoln (it was six inches 
longer) were the darlings of limo services as well and regular users 
who wanted the comfort and safety of a large body-on-frame car. 

Perhaps Mr. Harrigan highlighted the Crown-Vic and Marquis 
because they were produced only in Canada, at the company’s 
Saint Thomas facility, and 90 percent of product built there was 
exported for the US. In fact, several years before its demise in 2012, 
it was almost impossible to get a Crown Vic in Canada except for 
police agencies as the cars were not sold to the general public.

The Bobcat was a Mercury-
branded version of Ford’s 
compact Pinto introduced 
in the mid ’70s.

Below: The 1904 Ford 
Model C, the first Ford to 
be built in Canada.
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Ford did well with this model. It sold 1.5 million copies from 1991 until 
it was discontinued.

Also at the 1991 show was a harbinger of the future with two Ford show 
cars, the Splash, and the ShocccWave (Yes, I checked the spelling three 
times). The Splash was a “multi-purpose” vehicle with user flexibility and 
all-wheel drive. Sounds like an early SUV.

The ShocccWave featured fiber-optic head and taillights, a plastic and 
composite body, and 35-series tires which delivered the power from the 
24-valve V6 engine to the road. The Mercury Cyclone displayed did not 
feature the stump-pulling, ground-thumping power of its namesake from 
the late 1960s but was adorned with rear-view television screens to replace 
the exterior side-view mirrors.

There was probably a Ford F150 pickup at the 1991 show, a vehicle 
that began its career in 1948. Only a decade later the F150 would become 
the best-selling vehicle in North America. Who would have imagined 

walking around at this show that a truck 
would become the company’s biggest seller? 
And that cars such as the Crown Victoria, 
Thunderbird, and Sable would vanish from 
Ford’s present-day offerings?

At least the Mustang is still around.
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UP NEXT ISSUE

MORE SAP UPDATES 
THE SAP–SAGA continues! With the 
stalled MGB “Stalled and Abandoned 
Projects” hopefully underway once more 
we should be getting the ancillaries back 
on the engine and the motor humming and 
the wheels turning! With a little more help 
from our friends, we should have the old 
MGBeezly up and running for the balance 
of the summer and be able to take in some 
open-air motoring. Watch this space... oh 
and the one on Facebook as well! 
 
THE THRILL OF OPEN 
WHEEL RACING 
Pete Viccary’s delayed article has been 
bumped from the summer issue, but he is 
coming back and said he’s going to have 
all the reasons why open-wheeled racing 
is the best way to get your kicks! 
Pete is a long-time contributor and 
supporter of Moto/ology and as a long-time 
racer he just naturally gravitates towards 
formula cars. I mean, what’s not to like? 
Sitting alone in a snug tub watching the 
wheels go around certainly ticks my boxes! 
See what Pete has to say on the subject in 
our fall issue!

MORE FROM OUT WEST?
After his return in this issue with his 
report on the epic Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghost’s Owners Tour of the Hoodoos, 
Royce promises to return this fall with 
more for us to see! 
Royce has another tantalizing story in 
the works with a fascinating array of his 
spectacular photos to treat our senses. He 
promises that the next installment from 
his west coast haunts will provide us with 
all the thrills we’ve come to expect from 
his contributions to Moto/ology over the 
past few years! Watch your inbox for the 
latest of Royce’s brilliant subjects and 
breathtaking photos—coming soon!

TIM HAS MORE TO SHOW!
Tim Miller has said he’ll be back with 
some more reviews of automotive lore 
and history! Tim informed us he’s got 
several articles in the works that will 
interest Moto/ology readers and he'll 
have some great reading ready for us in 
the upcoming issues. With the amount 
of subjects and material Tim has in his 
repertoire, we’ll definitely be looking 
forward to what he has to offer! 

AVRO’S ARROW
We’re planning a trip north to Edenvale
Aerodrome to view their facilities and take
in their local museum... and the Arrow!
 As some of you may know, a few years back 
a dedicated group of enthusiasts built a very 
impressive full-sized scale model of the 
legendary Avro Canada Arrow supersonic 
interceptor. Some years back, this phenomenal 
artifact of Canadian technological prowess 
and aviation expertise was forced out of its 
home at the now-defunct Toronto Aviation 
Museum by the management of Downsview 
Park, owners of the old de Havilland Canada 
works in Downsview Ontario. Fast forward 
a few years and the assets of the museum 
were dispersed throughout the country and 
after some time in limbo, the Arrow replica 
found a new home at Edenvale Aerodrome 
near Staynor, Ontario. Edenvale has quite a 
history and we plan on making a visit there to 
scope out the Arrow and their local museum 
facilities.

FEEDBACK!
Hopefully we’ll have some more comments 
from our readers! Check them out and by all 
means please send yours in! 

COMING UP! James Hinchcliffe shows some of the thrills of open wheeling at the pre-pandemic 2019 Toronto Indycar race.
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